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BIOGRAPHICAI SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR. 



Richard Baxter, the subject of tbls sketch, was bom 
at Rowton, in Shropshire, on the 12th of November, 
1616, of poor but respectable parents, and resided at 
Eaton, Constantine, till he reached his tenth year. His 
education did not extend beyond that afforded by the 
parish school, which was veiy inefficiently conducted. 
He was naturally of a serious disposition, and this dis- 
position was fostered by the perusal of religious works, 
and the example of his father : yet he did not on that 
account escape altogether the vices of boyish life ; and 
he in after years deplored' his youthful habits of lying 
and the stealing of fruit. He wished to go through a 
theological curriculum at college, but had to abandon 
the idea. He then placed himself under a chaplain at 
Ludlow, but acquired little beyond a taste for study — 
a taste fostered by the extensive library at his command 
there. Shortly afterwards he passed through a course 
of theological studies, which proved of the greatest 
advantage to him in later life. At this time he was 
peisuaded to tiy his fortune at court, but a month's 
residence there sufficed to prove that he was totally out 
of place in its scenes of gaiety, although his prospects 
otherwise were good: he accordingly returned to his 



4 BIOGBAPHICAL SKETCH. 

studies, for which a serious illness, extending through 
two whole years, intensified his love. When twenty- 
three years of age, he was ordained by the Bishop of 
Worcester, and appointed master of a school in Dudley, 
from which he gladly removed to Bridgenorth, to be 
assistant to a clergyman. Two years later he became 
pastor of the parish church of Kidderminster, in which 
town he long continued, and with which his name will be 
perpetually associated. Here his great and good qualities 
were folly displayed. The people, who had been under 
an indolent and profligate vicar, were disorderly, irre- 
ligious, and immoral ; but, by his energetic efforts and 
Christian spirit, Baxter succeeded in working a truly 
astonishing change, and in establishing a reputation as 
one of the preachers of his age. During the civil war, 
which began two years after his settlement at Kidder- 
minster, his position was somewhat peculiar. He sin- 
cerely respected the monarchy, but his religious sym- 
pathies were all for the Non-conforming party, although 
at no time would he acknowledge that Episcopacy was 
unlawful. For this reason he was cordially regarded 
by neither; and some excitement at Kidderminster, 
caused by the respect shown to certain Puritans, led to 
his retiring to Coventry, where he joined, as chaplain 
on the Republican side, a regiment imder Colonel 
Whalley, and in that capacity was present at the sieges 
of Bridgewater, Exeter, Bristol, and Worcester. 

Ill health, however, forced him, in 1647, to leave the 

army, and he again returned to Kidderminster. About 

this time he wrote his Saint's Everlasting Rest, and the 

present volume. Unsuccessfully the Protector, whom 

Baxter regarded as a traitor, BOTiglot m «l "^et^oTaslmtet- 
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Tiew to win him to his views. Baxter told him, with 
the same plaimiess with which he addressed his humhle 
parishioners, that the ancient monarchy he regarded as 
a hlessing to the land. He preached hefore Parliament 
on the day previous to that on which they voted the 
restoration of Charles; and a special license from Bishop 
Sheldon enabled him to preach in various parts of Lon- 
don at that time. At the Bestoration he was appointed 
one of his Majesty's chaplains, and sought, at the Savoy 
conference, to effect a reconciliation of the conflicting 
Church parties, which proved ineffectual. To side with 
the bishops he was offered the see of Hereford, but pre- 
ferred to return to Kidderminster, which, however, was 
denied him. In 1662 he married. The Act of Uni- 
formity, in the same year, caused his separation from 
the Church. He now resided at Acton, chiefly engaged 
in Uterary labour, at which he continued for the next 
nine years. The Act of Indulgence— a re-action in 
favour of Puritanism, which had been most serviceable 
in London during the great fire and plague — allowed 
him to settle in the metropolis, where his time was 
divided between preaching and writing; the former, 
however, being frequently suspended by the rigorous 
measures in force against Non-conformists during the 
reign of Charles II. 

He erected a chapel in London out of his wife's for- 
tune, intending to preach regularly, but was subjected 
to annoyances from the Church party that compelled 
him finally to withdraw from it. 

For the few years following he suffered contiianaL 
persecution, and in 1685 was Yjxom'^X. Xi^iort^ "Vjsss.^ 
Jeffezies, charged with Beditiou asi'i Yio^'C^^^^ ^^ *^^ 

a2 



6 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

Church : by him he was most cruelly treated, and fined 
in 500 marks, and to be imprisoned until paid. He lay 
in prison for nearly a year and a half, when, through the 
interference of Lord Powis, a Roman Catholic nobleman, 
he obtained his freedom. He lived to rejoice in a 
favourable change regarding religious toleration, origin- 
ating with the rebellion of 1688, and died on the 8th of 
December, 1691, at the age of seventy-five. 

The works of Baxter are very numerous, amounting 
to nearly two hundred. Their excellence, despite the 
drawbacks of an inferior education, a sickly frame of 
body, and the rapidity with which they were composed, 
has raised him to be considered one of the most eminent 
of the Non-conformist divines. The best known are his 
own Life and, Titnes, The Saint's Everlasting Rest, Gall 
to the Unconverted^ and Dying Thoughtg. Of the latter 
work 20,000 copies were sold in one year, and it was 
translated into all the languages of Europe. His other 
more prominent works are theological and polemical. 



THREE REQUESTS 



TO 



THE READER OF THIS BOOK. 



(^Extracted from the Original Pr^ace.') 



First, That you will seriously read ovct this small 
treatise; and, if you have such as need it in your 
families, that you would read it over and over to 
them; and if those that fear God would go now 
and then to their ignorant neighbours, and read 
this or some other book to them on this subject, 
they might be'^a means of winning souls. If we 
cannot entreat so small a labour of men for their 
own salvation as to read such short instructions as 
these, they set little by themselves, and will most 
justly perish. 

Second, When you have read over this book, I 
would entreat you to go alone, and ponder a little 
what you have read, and bethink you, as in the 
sight of God, whether it be not true, and do not 
nearly touch your souls, and whether it be not time 
for you to look about you. And also I entreat you 
that you will upon your knees beseech the Lord that 
he will open your eyes to undenitand the truth, and 
turn your hearts to the love of God, and beg of 
him all that saving grace which you have so long 
neglected, and follow it on from day to ^«:^^ ^5^ 
your hearts be changed. And mtVisiX, \5aaX. >j Q.\i. ^*^ 
go to your pastors, who are set on ex -^oml v> xs^"^ 
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care of the health and safety of your souls, as 
physicians do for the health of your bodies, and 
desire them to direct you what course to take, and 
acquaint them with your spiritual estate, that you 
may have the benefit of their advice and ministerial 
help. Or if you have not a faithful pastor at home, 
make use of some other in so great a need. 

Thirds When by reading, consideration, prayer, 
and ministerial advice, you are once acquainted with 
your sin and misery, with your duty and remedy, 
delay not, but presently forsake your sinful com- 
pany and courses, and turn to God, and obey his 
call. As you love your souls, take heed that you 
go not on against so loud a call of God, and against 
your own knowledge and consciences, lest it go 
worse with you in the day of judgment than with 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Inquire of God as a man 
that is willing to know the truth, and not to be a 
wilful cheater of his soul. Search the Holy Scrip- 
tures daily, and see whether these things be so or 
not. Try, impartially, whether it be safer to trust 
heaven or earth, and whether it be better to follow 
God or man, the Spirit or the flesh, and better to 
live in holiness or sin; and whether an unsanctified 
estate be safe for you to abide in one day longer. 
And when you have found out which is best, 
resolve accordingly, and make your choice without 
any more ado. If you will be true to your own 
souls, and do not love everlasting torments, I be- 
seech you as from the Lord, that you will but take 
this reasonable advice. Oh, what happy towns 
and countries, and what a happy nation might we 
have, if we could but persuade our neighbours to 
agree to such a necessary motion! What joyful 
men would all faithful ministers be, if they could 
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but see their people truly heavenly and holy! 
This would be the unity, the peace, the safety, 
the glory of our churches, the happiness of our 
neighbours, and the comfort of our souls. Then, 
how comfortably should we preach absolution and 
peace to you, and deliver the sacraments, which are 
the seals of peace, to you! And with what love and 
joy might we live among you ! At your death-bed 
how boldly might we comfort and encourage your 
departing souls! and at your burial how com- 
fortably might we leave you in the grave, in ex- 
pectation to meet your souls in heaven, and to see 
your bodies raised to that glory! 

But, if still the most of you will go on in a care- 
less, ignorant, fleshly, worldly, or unholy life, and 
all our desires and labours cannot so far prevail as 
to keep you from the wilful damning of yourselves, 
we must then imitate our Lord, who delighteth 
himself in those few that are his jewels, and in 
the little flock that shall receive the kingdom, 
when the most shall reap the misery which they 
sowed. In nature, excellent things are few; the 
world hath not many suns or moons; it is but a 
little of the earth that is gold or silver. Princes 
and nobles are but a small part of the sons of men; 
and it is no great number that are learned, judici- 
ous, or wise here in the world. And therefore if, 
the gate being strait and the way narrow, there be 
but few that find salvation, yet God will have his 
glory and pleasure in those few. And when Christ 
shall come with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, his 
coming will be glorified in his saints, and admired 
in all true believers. 
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Reader, I have done with thee when thou hast 
perused this book; but sin hath not yet done with 
thee, even those that thou thoughtest had been 
forgotten long ago; and Satan hath not yet done 
with thee, though now he be out of sight; and 
God hath not yet done with thee, because thou 
wilt not be persuaded to have done with the deadly 
reigning sin. I have written thee this persuasive 
as one that is going into another world, where the 
things are seen that here I speak of; and as one 
that knoweth thou must shortly be there thyself. 
As ever thou wilt meet me with comfort before the 
Lord who made us; as ever thou wilt escape the 
everlasting plagues prepared for the final neglecters 
of salvation, and for all that are not sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost, and love not the communion of 
the saints, as members of the holy Catholic church ; 
and as ever thou hopest to see the face of Christ 
the Judge, and the majesty of the Father, with 
pea<;e and comfort, and to be received into glory 
when thou art turned naked out of this world, I 
beseech thee, I charge thee to hear and obey the 
call of God, and resolvedly to turn, that thou 
mayest live. But if thou wilt not, even when thou 
hast no true reason for it, but because thou wilt 
not, I summon thee to answer it before the Lord, 
and require thee there to bear me witness that 
I gave thee warning, and that thou wast not 
condemned for want of a call to turn and live, but 
because thou wouldst not believe it and obey it. 



A CALL 



TO 



THE UNCONVERTED. 



'^Say anto them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked; but that the wicked torn from his way 
and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will 
ye die, house of Israel ?">-£!rel:ie2 xxxiil IL 

It hath been the astonishing wonder of many a 
man, as well as me, to read in the Holy Scripture 
how few will be saved ; and that the greatest part 
even of those that are called will be everlastingly 
shut out of the kingdom of heaven, and be tor- 
mented with the devils in eternal fire. Infidels 
believe not this when they read it, and therefore 
must feel it. Those who do believe it are forced 
to cry out with Paul, " Oh the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out !" But nature itself doth teach us all 
to lay the blame of evil works ui^on \Xia ^<2i^?t^^ «sA. 
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therefore when we see any heinous thing done, a 
principle of justice provokes us to inquire after him 
who did it, that the evil of the work may return the 
evil of shame upon the author. If we saw a man 
killed and cut in pieces by the way, we should pre- 
sently ask. Oh, who did this cruel deed ? If the 
town were wilfully set on fire, you would ask, 
What wicked wretch did this ? So when we read 
that the most will be firebrands of hell for ever, we 
must needs think with ourselves. How comes this 
to pass ? and who is it owing to 1 Who is it that 
is so cruel as to be the cause of such a thing as this ? 
And we can meet with few that will own the guilt. 
It is indeed confessed by all that Satan is the cause; 
but that doth not resolve the doubt, because he is 
not the principal cause. He doth not force men to 
sin, but tempts them to it, and leaves it to their own 
wills whether they will do it or not. He doth not 
carri/ men to an ale-house, and force open their 
mouths, and pour in the drink : nor doth he hold 
them that they cannot go to God's service ; nor doth 
he force their hearts from holy thoughts. It lieth, 
therefore, between God himself and the sinner; 
one of them must needs be the principal cause of 
all this misery, whichever it is. For there is no 
other to cast it upon ; and God disclaimeth it. He 
will not take it upon him. And the wicked dis- 
claim it usually, and they will not take it upon 
them. And this is the controversy that is here 
managing in my text. 

The Lord complaineth of the people ; and the 
people think it is owing to God. The same contro- 
versy is handled, ch. xviii., where, ver. 25, they 
plainly say, that " The way oi t\i^ "Lot^ \^ tiot 
equal;" and God saith, "It ia t^ievt Yro^a VV^X. ^<i 
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not equal." So here they say, " If our transgres- 
sions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away 
in them, how shall we then live?" As if they 
should say, If we must die, and be miserable, how 
can we help it ? As if it were not owing to them, 
but Grod. But God in my text clears himself of it, 
and tells them how they may help it if they will, 
and persuades them to use the means ; and if they 
will not be persuaded, he lets them know that it is 
of themselves : and if this will not satisfy them, he 
will not, therefore, forbear to punish them. It is 
he that will be the Judge ; and he will judge them 
according to their ways : they are no judges of him 
or of themselves ; as wanting authority, and wis- 
dom, and impartiality. Nor is it their cavilling and 
quarrelling with God that shall serve their turn, or 
save them from the execution of justice which they 
murmur at. 

The words of this verse contain — 1. God's clear- 
ing of himself from the blame of their destruction. 
This he doth, not by disowning his law, that " the 
wicked shall die;" nor by disowning his judgment 
and execution according to that law, or giving them 
any hope that the law shall not be executed ; but 
by professing that it is not their death that he takes 
pleasure in, but their returning rather, that they 
may live. And this he confirms to them by his 
oath. 2. An express exhortation to the wicked to 
return; wherein God doth not only command, but 
persuade, and condescend also to reason the case 
with them, why will they die? The direct end of 
this exhortation is, that they may turn and live. 
The second or reserved ends, upon 8u^^o^\\I\wv Njc^a^. 
this is not attained, are these two •. — Firsts \.o ^^"^7 
vince them, hy the means wliick Iql^ \xa^^, \)[i'aX»*"^ ^^ 
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not owing to God if they be miserable. Secondlt/, 
to convince them, from their manifest wilfulness in 
rejecting all his commands and persuasions, that it 
is owing to themselves; and they die, even because 
they will die. 

The substance of the text lies in the following 
observations : — 

I. It is the unchangeable law of God, that wicked 
men must turn or die. 

IT. It is the promise of God, that the wicked 
shall live, if thev will but turn. 

m. God taketh pleasure in men's conversion 
and salvation, but not in their death or damnation ; 
he had rather they would return and live, than go 
on and die. 

rV. This is a most certain truth, which, because 
God would not have men to question, he hath con- 
firmed it to them solemnly by his oath. 

V. The Lord doth redouble his commands and 
persuasions to the wicked to turn. 

VI. The Lord condescends to reason the case 
with them, and asks the wicked why they will die ? 

Vn. If after all this the wicked will not turn, 
it is not owing to God that they perish, but of them- 
selves; their own wilfulness is the cause of their 
damnation; they therefore die, because they will die. 

Having laid the text open before your eyes in 
these plain propositions, I shall next speak some- 
what of each of them in order, though very briefly. 

I. It is the unchangeable law of God, that wicked 
men must turn or die. 

If you will believe God, believe this. There is 
but one of these two ways for every wicked man, 
either con version or damnation. 1 know the wicked 
will hardly be persuaded eil\LCt oi \)cl^ \x\3l^ q^ 
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equity of this. No wonder if the guilty quarrel 
with the law. Few men are apt to believe that 
which they would not have to be true; and fewer 
would have that to be true which they apprehend to 
be against them. But it is not quarrelling with the 
law, or with the judge, thafwill save the malefactor. 
Believing and regarding the law might have pre- 
vented his death; but denying and accusing it will 
but hasten it. If it were not so, a hundred would 
bring their reasons against the law, for one that 
would bring his reason to the law. And men would 
rather choose to give their reasons why they should 
not be punished, than to hear the commands and 
reasons of their govemol*s, which require them to 
obey. The law was not made for you to judge, but 
that you might be ruled and judged by it. 

But if there be any so blind as to venture to 
question either the truth or the justice of this law 
of God, I shall briefly give you that evidence of 
both, which methinks should satisfy a reasonable 
man. 

And first, if you doubt whether this be the word 
of God or not, besides a hundred other texts, you 
maybe satisfied by these few: — "Verily I say unto 
you. Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." ** Verilyj verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." " If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new." " Ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds ; and have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge aftet \\i^ YCCi^%^ <^^ 
him that created him." " Withoxit \io\\\ies» x^ci \s^"8^ 
fihall see the Lord." " So then t^ej \Xi«A. ^e^'^s^ "* 
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flesh cannot please God. Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." " For 
in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature." 
" According to his abundant mercy he hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope." " Being born again, 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abide th for ever." 
" Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, 
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 
as new born babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby." " The wicked 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God." " The Lord trieth the righteous : but 
the wicked his soul hateth." 

As I need not stay to open these texts which 
are so plain, so I think I need not add any more of 
that multitude which speak the like. If thou be a 
man that dost believe the word of God, here is 
already enough to satisfy thee, that the wicked must 
be converted or condemned. You are already 
broqght so far, that you must either confess that 
this is true, or say plainly, you will not believe the 
word of God. And if once you be come to that 
pass, there is but small hopes of you ; look to your- 
selves as well as you can ; for it is likely you will 
not be long out of hell. You would be ready to fly 
in the face of him that should give you the lie : and 
yet dare you give the lie to God ? But if you tell 
God plainly you will not believe him, blame him 
not if he never warn you more, or if he forsake you, 
and give you up as hopeless. For to what purpose 
should he warn you if you will not believe him ? 
Should he aendi an angel iroTo. \iea.\^Ti to you, it 
seems you would not believe. Yot ^^tl «ca^<^ <i^\i 
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speak but the word of God : and if an angel should 
bring you another gospel, you are not to receive it, 
but to hold him accursed. And surely there is no 
angel to be believed before the Son of God, who 
came from the Father to bring us this doctrine. If 
he be not to be believed, then all the angels in 
heaven are not to be believed. And if you stand 
on these terms with God, I shall leave you till he 
deal with you in a more convincing way. God 
hath a voice that will make you hear. Though he 
intreat you to hear the voice of his gospel, he will 
make you hear the voice of his condemning sen- 
tence, without intreaty. We cannot make you 
believe against your wills ; but God will make you 
feel against your ,wins. 

But let us hear what reason you have, why you 
will not believe this word of God, which tells us that 
the wicked must be converted or condemned. I 
know your reason : it is because you judge it un- 
likely that God should be so unmerciful ; you 
think it cruelty to damn men everlastingly for so 
small a thing as a sinful life. And this leads us up 
to the second thing, which is, to justify the equity 
of God in his laws and judgments. And, 

1. I think you will not deny but that it is most 
suitable to an immortal soul, to be ruled by laws 
that promise an immortal reward, and threaten an 
endless punishment. Otherwise the law would not 
be suited to the nature of the subject : who will not 
be fully ruled by any lower means than the hopes 
or fears of everlasting things. As it is in case of 
temporal punishment, if a law were now made that 
the most heinous crimes shall be purviaVife^ ^n\50^ ^ 
hundred years' captivity, this tcA^X, \i^ ^^'^ ^qtssr^ 
eMcacy, as being equal to ouv \\\ea. ^\x\» VS. ^Os^sssft 

b2 ^ 



18 A CALL TO THE UNCONVERTED. 



\ 



had been no other penalties before the flood, when 
men lived eight or nine hundred years, it would not 
have been sufficient, because men would know that 
they might have so many hundred years of impunity 
afterward. So it is in our present case. 

2. I suppose you will confess that the promise 
of an endless and inconceivable glory is not unsuit- 
able to the wisdom of God, or the case of man. 
And why then should you not think so of the 
threatening of an endless and unspeakable misery 1 

3. When you find it in the word of God that 
so it is, and so it will be, do you think yourselves 
fit to contradict this word? Will you call your 
Maker to the bar, and examine his word upon the 
accusation of falsehood 1 Will you sit upon him 
and judge him by the law of your conceits? Are 
you wiser, and better, and more righteous than he ? 
Must the God of heaven come to school to you to 
learn wisdom ? Must infinite wisdom learn of folly ? 
and infinite goodness be corrected by a swinish 
sinner, that cannot keep himself an hour clean? 
Must the Almighty stand at the bar of a worm ? 
Oh, horrid arrogancy of senseless dust ! Shall every 
mole, or clod, or dunghill accuse the sun of dark- 
ness, and undertake to illuminate the world? 
Where were you when the Almighty made these 
laws, that he did not call you to his counsel ? 
Surely he made them before you were born, without 
desiring your advice : and you came into the world 
too late to reverse them. If you could have done 
so great a work, you should have stepped out of your 
nothingness, and have contradicted Christ when 
he was on earth, or Moses before him, or have 
saved Adam and his sinful progeny from the threat- 
ened death, that so there might have been no need 
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of Christ. And what if God withdraw his patience 
and support, and let jou drop into hell while you 
are quarrelling with his word ; will you then believe 
that there is a hell ? 

4. If sin be such an evil that it requireth the 
death of Christ for its expiation, no wonder if it 
deserve our everlasting misery. 

5. And if the sin of the devils deserved an end- 
less torment, why not also the sin of man ? 

6. And methinks you should perceive, that it is 
not possible for the best of men, much less for the 
wicked, to be competent judges of the desert of 
sin. Alas, we are all both blind and partial. You 
can never know fully the desert of sin till you fully 
know the evil of sin : and you can never fully know 
the evil of sin till you fully know, 1. The excellency 
of the soul which it deformeth ; 2. The excellency 
of holiness which it doth obliterate ; 3. The reason 
and excellency of the law which it violates ; 4. The 
excellency of the glory which it doth despise ; 5. 
The excellency and office of reason which it treadeth 
down ; 6. No, nor till you know the infinite excel- 
lency, almightiness, and holiness of that God against 
whom it is committed. When you fully know all 
these, you shall fully know the desert of sin. Be- 
sides, you know that the offender is too partial to 
judge the law, or the proceedings of his judge. We 
judge by feeling, which blinds our reason. We see 
in common worldly things that most men think the 
cause is right which is their own, and that all is 
wrong which is done against them ; and let the most 
wise or just, impartial friends persuade them to the 
contrary, and it is all in vain. There are few chil- 
dren but think the father is unmerciful, or dealeth 
hardly with them, if he chastise them.. TV'et^ Ss^ 
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scarce the vilest swinish wretch, but thinketh the 
church doth wrong him, if they excommunicate 
him ; nor scarce a thief or murderer that is hanged, 
but would accuse the law and judge of cruelty, if 
that would serve their turn. 

7. Can you think that an unholy soul is fit for 
heaven ? Alas, they cannot love God here, nor do 
him any service which he can accept. They are 
contrary to God, they loathe that which he most 
loveth, and love that which he abhorreth. They 
are incapable of that imperfect communion with 
him, which his saints here partake of. How then 
can they live in that perfect love of him, and full 
delight and communion with him, which is the 
blessedness of heaven ? You do not accuse your- 
selves of unmercifulness, if you make not your 
enemy your bosom counsellor ; or if you take not 
your swine to bed and board with you ; no, nor if 
you take away his life, though he never sinned ; 
and yet will you blame the absolute Lord, the most 
wise and gracious sovereign of the world, if he con- 
demn the unconverted to perpetual misery ! 

I beseech you now, all that love your souls, that 
instead of quarrelling with God and with his word, 
you will presently stoop to it, and use it for your 
good. All you that are yet unconverted, take this 
as the undoubted truth of God ; you must ere long 
be converted or condemned, there is no other way 
but turn or die. When God, who cannot lie, hath 
told you this, when you hear it from the Maker 
and tfudge of the world, it is time for him that hath 
ears to hear. By this time you may see what you 
have to trust to. You are but dead and damned 
men, except you will be converted. Should I tell 
you otherwise, I should deceive you with a lie. 
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Should I hide this from you, I should undo you, 
and be guilty of your blood, as the verses before 
my text assure me, " When I say unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou shalt surely die ; if thou dost 
not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity : but his blood 
will I require at thine hand." You see, then, though 
this be a rough, unwelcome doctrine, it is such as 
we must preach, and you must hear. It is easier 
to hear of hell than feel it, K your necessities did 
not require it, we would not gall your tender ears 
with truths that seem so harsh and grievous. Hell 
would not be so full if people were but willing to 
know their case, and to hear and think of it. The 
reason why so few escape it is, because they strive 
not to enter in at the strait gate of conversion, and 
to go the narrow way of holiness while they have 
time; and they strive not, because they are not 
awakened to a lively feeling of the danger they are 
in : and they be not awakened, because they are 
loth to hear or think of it : and that is partly 
through foolish tenderness and carnal self-love; 
and partly because they do not well believe the 
word that threatens it. If you will not thoroughly 
believe this truth, methinks the weight of it should 
force you to remember it; and it should follow 
you, and give you no rest, till you are converted. 
If you had but once heard this word, by the voice 
of an angel, "Thou must be converted or con- 
demned, turn or die," would it not stick in your 
mind, and haunt you night and day. so that in your 
sinning you would remember it, and at your labour 
you would remember it; as if the voice were still in 
your ears, " Turn or die V Oh, happy were your 
souls if it might thus work with, "joxx^ «cci^ \x^^«t 
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forgotten, or let you alone, till it have driven home 
your hearts to God. But if you will cast it out by 
forgetf ulness or unbelief, how can it work to your 
conversion or salvation ? But take this with you 
to your sorrow ; though you may put this out of 
your minds, you cannot put it out of the Bible ; but 
there it will stand as a sealed truth which you shall 
experimentally know for ever, that there is no other 
way but turn or die. 

Oh, what is the matter then that the hearts of 
sinners be not pierced with such a weighty truth 1 
A man would think now that every unconverted soul 
that hears these words should be pricked to the 
heart, and think with themselves, This is my own 
case, and never be quiet till they found themselves 
converted. Believe it, sirs, this drowsy, careless 
temper will not last long. Conversion and con- 
demnation are both of them awakening things : and 
one of them will make you feel ere long. I can 
foretell it as truly as if I saw it with my eyes, that 
either grace or hell will shortly bring these matters 
to the quick, and make you say, What have I done ? 
What a foolish, wicked course have I taken ! The 
scornful and the stupid state of sinners will last 
but & little while. A« soon as they either turn or 
die, the presumptuous dream will be at an end ; 
and then their sense and feeling will return. 

But I foresee there are two things that are likely 
to harden. the unconverted, and make me lose all 
my labour, except they can be taken out of the 
way ; and that is, the misunderstanding of those two 
words, the wicked, and turn. Some will think with 
themselves. It is true, the wicked must turn or die ; 
but what is that to me ? I am not wicked, though 
I am a sinner, as all men be. Others will think. 
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It IS true that we must turn from our evil ways ; 
but I am turned long ago ; I hope this is not now 
to do. And thus while wicked men think they are 
not wicked, but are already converted, we lose all 
our labour in persuading them to turn. T shall, 
therefore, before* I go any further, tell you here 
who are meant by the wicked, and who they be 
that must turn or die : and also what is meant by 
turning ; and who they be that are truly converted. 
And this I have purposely reserved for this place, 
preferring the method that fits my end. 

And here you may observe, that in the sense of 
the text, a wicked man and a converted man are 
contraries. No man is a wicked man that is con- 
verted, and no man is a converted man that is 
wicked. So that to be a wicked man, and to be an 
unconverted man, is all one. And therefore in 
opening one we shall open both. 

Before I can tell you what either wickedness or 
conversion is, I must go to the bottom, and fetch 
up the matter from the beginning. 

It pleased the great Creator of the world to 
make three sorts of living creatures ; angels he 
made pure spirits without flesh; and therefore 
he made them only for heaven, and not to dwell 
on earth. Brutes were made flesh without im- 
mortal souls ; and therefore they were made only 
for earth, and not for heaven. Man is of a middle 
nature between both, as partaking of both flesh 
and spirit ; and therefore he was made both for 
earth and heaven. But as his flesh is made to be 
but a servant to his spirit, so he is made for earth 
but as his passage or way to heaven, and not that 
this should be his home or happiness. The blessed 
state that man was made for, -waa \.o \i0cks^^ ^^'^ 
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glorious majesty of the Lord, and to praise hin 
among his holy angels, and to love him, and b 
filled with his love for ever. And as this was th 
end that man was made for, so God did give hii 
means that were fitted to the attaining of i1 
These means were principally twt) ; first, the righ 
inclination and disposition of the mind of man 
secondly, the right ordering of his life and practice 
For the first, God suited the disposition of ma 
unto his end, giving him such knowledge of Go 
as was fit for his present state, and a heart dispose 
and inclined to God in holy love ; but yet he di 
not fix or confirm him in this condition ; bu 
having made him a free agent, he left him in th 
hands of his own free-will. For the second. Go 
did that which belonged to him ; that is, he gav 
man a perfect law, requiring him to continue in th 
love of God, and perfectly to obey him. By th 
wilful breach of his law, man did not only forfe 
his hopes of everlasting life, but also turned h: 
heart from God, and fixed it on these lower fleshl 
things; and thereby did blot out the spiritual imag 
of God from his soul ; so that man did both fa 
short of the glory of God, which was his end, an 
put himself out of the way by which he shou] 
have attained it; and this both as to the fran 
of his heart and life. The holy inclination an 
love of his soul to God, he lost ; and, instead of i 
he contracted an inclination and love to the pleasir 
of his fiesh, or carnal self, by earthly things, grov 
ing strange to God, and acquainted with tl 
creature. And the course of his life was suited i 
the bent and inclination of his heart ; he lived ' 
his carnal self, and not to God; he sought tl 
creature for the pleasing of his flesh, instead < 
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seeking to please the Lord. With this nature or 
corrupt inclinj^tion we are all now born into the 
world ; for " who * can bring a clean thing out of 
fui imclean ? " As a lion hath a fierce and cruel 
nature, before it doth devour; and as an adder 
hath a venomous nature, before she stings ; so 
in our very infancy we have those sinful natures 
and inclinations before we think, or speak, or do 
amiss. And hence springeth aU the sin of our 
lives. And not only so, but when God hath of his 
mercy provided us a remedy, even the Lord Jesus 
Christ to be the saviour of our souls, and bring us 
back to God. again, we naturally love our present 
state, and are loth to be brought out of it, and 
therefore are set against the means of our recovery ; 
and though custom have taught us to thank Christ 
for his good will, yet carnal self persuadeth us to 
refuse his remedies, and to desire to be excused 
when we are commanded to take the medicines 
which he offereth, and are called to forsake all, and 
follow him to God and glory. 

I pray you read this over again, and mark it ; for 
in these few words you have a true description of 
our natural state, and consequently of a wicked 
man. For every man that is in this state of cor- 
rupted nature, is a wicked man and in a state of 
death. 

By this also you are prepared to understand 
what it is to be converted ; to which end you must 
further know, that the mercy of God, not willing 
that man should perish in his sin, provided a 
remedy, by causing his Son to take our nature, and 
being in one person God and man, to become a 
Mediator between God and man, and by dying fo? 
our sins on the crosSi to ransom us f ioicl \.\i& ^>);r%!^ 
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of God, and the power of the devil ; and having 
thus redeemed us, the Father hath delivered us 
into his hands as his own. Hereupon the Fathei 
and the Mediator do make a new law and covenam 
for man, not like the first, which gave life to non( 
but the perfectly obedient, and condemned man foi 
every sin ; but Christ hath made a law of grace, oi 
a premise of pardon, and everlasting life to aU la 
by true repentance, and by faith in Christ, are con 
verted unto God : like an act of oblivion which ii 
made by a prince to a company of rebels, on con 
dition they will lay down arms and come in, an( 
be loyal subjects for the time to come. 

But because the Lord knoweth that the heart o 
man is grown so wicked, that for all this men wil 
not accept of the remedy, if they be left to them 
selves ; therefore the Holy Ghost hath undertake! 
it as his office to inspire the apostles, and seal u] 
the Scripture by miracles and wonders, and to illu 
minate and convert the souls of the elect. 

So that by this much you see, that as there ar< 
three persons in the Trinity, the Father, the Son, an( 
the Holy Ghost, so each of these persons have thei 
several works, which are eminently ascribed to them 

The Father's works were to create us, to rule ui 
as his rational creatures by the law of nature, anc 
judge us thereby; and in mercy to provide us i 
Redeemer when we are lost, and to send his Son 
and accept his ransom. 

The works of the Son for us were these: to ran- 
som and redeem us by his sufferings and righteous- 
ness; to give out the promise or law of grade, anc 
rule and judge the world as their Redeemer, oi 
terms of grace, and to make intercession for us 
that the'benefits of his death may be communicated 
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Buid to send the Holy Ghost, which the Father also 
doth by the Son. 

The works of the Holy Ghost for us are these: 
to indite the Holy Scriptures, by inspiring and 
guiding the prophets and apostles, and sealing the 
word by his miraculous gifts and works; and the 
illuminating and exciting the ordinary ministers 
of the gospel, and so enabling them^ and helping 
them to publish that word; and by the same 
word illuminating and converting the souls of 
men. So that as you could not have been reason- 
able creatures, if the Father had not created you; 
nor have had any access to God, if the Son had 
not redeemed you; so neither can you have a part 
in Christ, or be saved, except the Holy Ghost do 
sanctify you. 

So that by this time you may see the several 
causes of this work. The Father sendeth the Son ; 
the Son redeemeth us, and maketh the promise of 
grace; the Holy Ghost inditeth and sealeth this 
gospel; the apostles are the secretaries of the 
Spirit to write it ; the preachers of the gospel do 
proclaim it, and persuade men to obey it ; and the 
Holy Ghost doth make their preaching effectual, 
by opening the hearts of men to entertain it. And 
all this to repair the image of God upon the soul ; 
and to set the heart i^)on God again, and take it 
off the creature and carnal self, to which it is re- 
volted ; and so to turn the current of the life into 
a heavenly course, which before was earthly ; and 
all this by the entertainment of Christ by faith, 
who is the physician of the soul. 

By this which I have said, you may see what it 
is to be wicked, and what it is to be converted '^ 
which, I think, will be yet plamec \» '^ws.^ '^ ^ 
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describe them as consisting of their several parts : 
and for the first, a wicked man may be known bj 
these three things. 

First, he is one who placeth his chief content on 
earth, and loveth the creature more than God, and 
his fleshly prosperity above the heavenly felicity : 
he savoureth the things of the flesh, but neither 
discemeth nor savoureth the things of the Spirit : 
though he will say that heaven is better than 
earth, yet doth he not really so esteem it to him- 
self. If he might be sure of earth, he would lei 
^^0 heavens and had rather stay here than be re- 
moved thither. A life of perfect holiness, in ihi 
sight of God, and in his love and praises for ever 
in heaven, doth not find such liking with his heart 
as a life of health, and wealth, and honour hen 
upon earth. And though he falsely profess thai 
he loveth God above all, yet indeed he never fell 
the power of Divine love within him, but his mine 
is more set on the world, or fleshy pleasures, than 
on God. In a word, whoever loveth earth above 
heaven, and fleshly prosperity more than God, is s 
wicked, unconverted man. 

On the other side, a converted man is illuminated 
to discern the lovliness of God ; and so far believetl 
the glory that is to be had with Grod, that his heaxl 
is taken up to it, and set more upon it than or 
any thing in this world. He had rather see the 
face of God, and live in his everlasting love anc 
praises, than have all the wealth or pleasure of th< 
world. He seeth that all things else are vanity 
and nothing but God can fill the soul ; and there- 
fore, let the world go which way it will, he layetl 
up his treasures and hopes in heaven, and for tha 
he is resolved to let go all. As the fire mounti 
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upward, and the needle that is touched with the 
loadstone still turns to the north, so the converted 
soul is inclined unto God. Nothing else can satisfy 
him ; nor can he find anj content and rest but in 
his love. In a word, all that are converted do 
esteem and love God better than all the world ; 
and the heavenly felicity is dearer to them than 
their fleshly prosperity. 

Secondly, a wicked man is one who makes it the 
principal business of his life to prosper in the 
world, and attain his fleshy ends. And though he 
may read and hear, and do ' much in the outward 
duties of religion, and forbear disgraceful sins ; yet 
this is all but upon the by, and he never makes it 
the trade and principal business of his life to please 
God, and attain everlasting glory, and puts off God 
with the leavings of the world, and gives him no 
more service than the flesh can spare ; for he wiU 
not part with all for heaven. 

On the contrary, a converted man is one who 
makes it the principal care and business of his life 
to please God, and to be saved, and takes all the 
blessings of this life but as accommodations in his 
journey towards another life, and uses the creature 
in subordination unto God ; he loves a holy life, 
and longs to be more holy ; he has no sin but what 
he hates, and longs, and prays, and strives to be rid 
of. The drift and bent of his life is for God ; and 
if he sin, it is contrary to the very bent of his heart 
and life, and therefore he rises again, and laments 
it, and dares not wilfully live in any known sin. 
There is nothing in this world so dear to him, but 
he can give it up to God, and forsake it for him 
and the hopes of glory. 

Thirdly, the soul of a wicked man did \!L'e^«t XsNsiic^ 

c2 
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discern and relish the mystery of redemption, noi 
thankfully entertain an offered Saviour, nor is h€ 
taken up with the love of the Redeemer ; nor veil- 
ing to be ruled by him as physician of his soul thai 
he may te saved from the guilt and power of hi« 
sins and recovered unto God ; but his heart is in- 
sensible of this unspeakable benefit, and is quiU 
against the healing means by which he should b( 
recovered. Though he may be willing to be car- 
nally religious, yet he never resigns up his soul t( 
Christ, and to the motions and conduct of his word 
and Spirit. 

On the contrary, the converted soul having fell 
himself undone by sin, and perceiving that he hath 
lost his peace with God, and hopes of heaven, and 
is in danger of everlasting misery, doth thankfully 
entertain the tidings of redemption, and believing 
in the Lord Jesus as his only Saviour, resign eth up 
himself to him for wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption. He takes Christ as the 
life of his soul, and lives by him, and uses him a& 
his salve for every sore, admiring the wisdom and 
iove of God in this wonderful work of man's re- 
demption. In a word, Christ doth even dwell in 
his heart by faith, and the life that he now liveth 
is by the faith of the Son of GU>d, who hath loved 
him, and gave himself for him. Yea, it is not sd 
much he that liveth, as Christ in him. 

You see now in plain terms from the word of 
God, who are the wicked, and who are the con- 
verted. Ignorant people think that if a man be 'no 
swearer, nor curser, nor railer, nor drunkard, nor 
fornicator, nor extortioner, nor wrong any body in 
their dealings, and if they come to church, and say 
their prayers, these cannot be wicked men. Or, if 
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a man who has been guilty of drunkenness, or 
swearing, or gaming, or the like vices, do but for- 
bear them for the time to come, they think that 
this is a converted man. Others think, if a man 
who has been an enemy and scomer at godliness 
do but approve it, and join himself with those who 
are godly, and be hated for it by the wicked as the 
godly are, that this must needs be a converted 
man. And some are so foolish as to think they are 
converted by taking up some new a,nd false opinion, 
and falling into some dividing party. And some 
think, if they have but been affrighted by the fears 
of hell, and had convictions and gripes of con- 
science, and thereupon have purposed and promised 
amendment, and taken up a life of civil behaviour, 
and outward religion, that this must needs be true 
conversion. And these are the poor deluded souls 
that are likely to loss the benefit of all our persua- 
sions ; and when they hear that the wicked must 
must turn or die, they think this is not spoken to 
them ; for they are not wicked, but are turned al- 
ready. And therefore it is that Christ told some 
of the rulers of the Jews, who were more grave 
and civil than the common people, that '^ publicans 
and harlots do go into the kingdom of God before 
them." Not that a harlot or gross sinner can be 
saved vdthout conversion : but because it was easier 
to make these gross sinners perceive their sin and 
misery, and the necessity of a change, when the 
more civil sort do delude theihselves by thinking 
that they are converted already, when they be not 
Oh sirs, conversion is another kind of work than 
most are aware of. It is not a small matter to 
bring an earthly mind to heaven, and to show man 
the amiable excellencies of Grod, till h.% \^^ \sl^^\\.\s^ 
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in such love to him, that never can be quenched : 
to break the heart for sin, and make him flee for 
refuge unto Christ, and thankfully embrace him as 
the life of his soul : to have the very drift and bent 
of the heart and life to be changed, so that a man 
renounces that which he took for his felicity, and 
places his felicity where he never did before ; and 
lives not to the same end, and drives not on the 
same design in the world, as formerly he did. In 
a word, he that "is in Christ is a new creature : 
old things are passed away ; behold, all things are 
become new." He has a new understanding, a 
new will and resolution, new sorrows, and desires, 
and love and delight ; new thoughts, new speeches, 
new* company, if possible, and a new conversation. 
Sin, that before was a jesting matter with him, is 
now so odious and terrible to him, that he flies 
from it as from death ; the world, that was so 
lovely in his eyes, doth now appear but as vanity 
and vexation ; God, who was before neglected, 
is now the only happiness of his soul ; before, he 
was forgotten, and every lust preferred before him: 
but now he is next the heart, and all things 
must give place to him ; and the heart is taken up 
in the attendance and observance of him, and is 
grieved when he hides his face, and never thinks 
itself well without him. Christ himself, who was 
wont to be slightly thought of, is now his only hope 
and refuge, and he lives upon him as on his daily 
bread ; he cannot pray without him, nor rejoice 
without him, nor think nor speak, nor live without 
him. Heaven itself, that before was looked upon 
but as a tolerable reserve, which he hoped might 
serve his turn as better than hell, when he could 
not stay any longer in the world, is now taken for 
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his home, the place of his only hope and rest, where 
he shall see, and love, and praise that God who 
hath his heart already. Hell, that before did seem 
but as a bugbear to frighten men from sin, doth 
now appear to be a real misery, that is not to be 
ventured on, nor jested with. The works of holiness, 
which befo4 he was weary of, and seemed to be 
more ado than needs, are now both his recreation 
and his business, and the trade that he lives upon. 
The Bible, which was before to him but almost as 
a common book, is now as the law of God, as a 
letter written to him from heaven, and subscribed 
with the name of the Eternal Majesty ; it is the 
rule of his thoughts and words and deeds : the com- 
mands are binding, the threats are dreadful, and 
the promises of it speak life to his soul. The godly, 
who seemed to him but like other men, are now 
the most excellent and happy on earth. And the 
wicked, that were his playfellows, are now his grief: 
and he that could laugh at their sin, is readier now 
to weep for their sin and misery. In short, he 
hath a new end in his thoughts, and a new way 
in his endeavours, and therefore his heart and life 
is new. Before, his carnal self was his end ; and 
his pleasure, and worldly profits, and credit were 
his way ; and now God and everlasting glory is his 
end ; and Christ, and the Spirit, and word, and 
ordinances, holiness to God, and righteousness and 
mercy to men, these are his way. Before, self 
was the chief ruler, to which the matters of Go4 
and conscience must stoop and give place; and 
now God in Christ, by the Spirit, word, and 
ministry, is the chief ruler, to whom both self, and 
all the matters of self, must give place. So that 
this is not a change in one at Vno, ort Vn^oNtj 
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points, but in the whole soul ; and the very en 
and bent of the conversation. A man may ste 
out on one path into another, and yet have h 
face the same way, and be still going towards tl 
same place ; but it is another matter to turn quit 
back again, and take his journey the clean coi 
trary way to a contrary place. So it is here. . 
man maj turn from drunkenness to thriftiness, ar 
forsake his good fellowship, and other gross, di 
graceful sins, and set upon some duties of religioi 
and yet be going still to the same end as befor 
intending his carnal self above all, and giving 
still the government of his soul. But when he 
converted, this self is denied and taken down, ai 
God is set up, and his face is turned the- contrai 
way ; and he that before was addicted to himsel 
and lived to himself, is now by sanctification d 
voted to God, and Hveth unto God. Before, 1 
asked himself what he should do with his tim 
his parts, and his estates, and for himself he us* 
them ; but now, he asketh God what he shall c 
with them, and he uses them for him. Before, 1 
would please God so far as might stand with tl 
pleasure of his flesh, and carnal self, but not to ai 
great displeasure of them. But now, he will plea 
God, let flesh and self be ever so much di 
pleased. This is the great change that God w 
make upon all who shall be saved. 

You can say, that the Holy Ghost is your sanci 
fier, but do you know what sanctification is 1 Wh 
this is it that I have now opened to you; and eve 
man and woman in the world must have this, or 
condemned to everlasting misery. They must tu 
or die. 

Do you believe all this, sirs, or do you no 
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Surely you dare not say you do not ; for it is past 
doubt or denial. These are not controversies, 
where one learned, pious man is of one mind, and 
another of another ; where one party saith this, and 
the other saith that ; every sect among us that de- 
serve to be called Christians are all agreed in this 
that I have said ; and if you will not believe the 
God of truth, and that in a case where every sect 
and party do believe him, you are utterly in- 
excusable. 

But if you do believe this, how comes it to pass 
that you live so quietly in an unconverted state I 
Do you know that you are converted ? and can you 
find this wonderful change upon your souls f Have 
you been thus bom again and made anew ? Are 
not these strange matters to many of you ? and 
such as you never felt upon yourselves 1 If you 
cannot tell the day or week of your change, or the 
very sermon that converted you, yet, do you find 
that the work is done ? and such a change indeed 
there isf and that you have such hearts as are 
before described f Alas, the most do follow their 
worldly business, and Utile trouble their minds with 
such thoughts. And if they be but restrained from 
scandalous sins, and can say, " I am no whore- 
monger, nor thief, nor curser, nor swearer, nor 
tippler, nor extortioner ; I go to church, and say my 
prayers," they think that this is true conversion, 
and they shall be saved as well as any. Alas, this 
is foolish cheating of yourselves. This is too much 
contempt of an endless glory : and too gross neglect 
of your immortal souls. Can you make so light of 
heaven and hell I Your corpses will shortly all lie 
in the dust, and angels or devils will presently 
seize upon yoiu: souls, and every mau asvi ^ovs^as^ 
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of 70U all will sliortlj be among other compaBj, 
and in another case than now you are; you wUl 
dwell in those houses but a little longer ; you will 
work in your shops and fields but a little longer ; 
you will sit in these seats, and dweU on this ^urt) 
but a tittle longer ; you will see with those eyes, 
and hear with thode ears, and speak with tho8( 
tongues but a tittle longer, till the resurrectioD 
day ; and can you majke shift to forget this ? Oil 
what a place will you be shortly in of joy or tor- 
ment! Oh what a sight will you shortly see is 
heaven or hell ! Oh what thoughts will shortlj 
fill your hearts with unspeakable delight or horror! 
What work will you be employed in ? to praise th< 
Lord with saints and angels, or to cry out in fiK 
unquenchable with devils 1 And should all thif 
be forgotten ? And all this will be endless and 
sealed up by an unchangeable degree. £temity, 
eternity will be the measure of your joys or 
sorrows : and can this be forgotten f And all thk 
is true, sirs, most certainly true. When you have 
gone up and down a tittle longer, and slept and 
awaked a few times more, you will be dead and 
gone, and find all true that now I tell you ; and yet 
can you now so much forget it? You shall theo 
remember that you were reminded of these things ; 
and perceive them matters a thousand times 
greater than either you or I could here conceive : 
and yet shall they be now so much forgotten ? 

Beloved friends, if the Lord had not awakened 
me to believe and lay to heart these things myseH, 
I should have remained in the dark and selfish 
state, and have perished for ever ; but if he have 
truly made me sensible of them, it will constrain 
TgLQ to compassionate you, as weU as myself. li 
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four eyes were so far opened as to see hell, and 
you saw your neighbours, who were unconverted, 
dragged thither with hideous cries, though ihej 
were such as you accounted honest people on earth, 
and feared no such matter by themselves ; such a 
sight would make you go home and think of it,, and 
think again, and make you warn all about you as 
the worldling in Luke would have had his brethren 
warned, lest they come to that place of torment. 
Why, faith is a kind of sight ; it is the eye of the 
soul, the evidence of things not seen. If I believe 
God, it is next to seeing: and therefore I beseech 
you excuse me, If I be half as earnest with you 
about these matters, as I had seen them. If I 
must die to-morrow, and it were in my power to 
come again from another world, and tell you what 
I had seen, would you not be willing to hear me f 
and would you not believe, and regard what I 
should tell you ? If I might preach one sermon to 
you after I am dead, and have seen what is done in 
the world to come, would you not have me plainly 
speak the truth, and would you not crowd to hear 
me ? and would you not lay it to heart 1 But this 
must not be ; God hath his appointed way of teach- 
ing you by Scripture and ministers ; and he will 
not humour unbelievers so far as to send men from 
the dead to them, and to alter his established way. 
If any man quarrel with the sun, God will not 
humour him so far as to set him up a clearer light. 
Friends, I beseech you regard me now, as you 
would do if I should come from the dead to you ; 
for I can give you as full assurance of the truth ol 
what I say to you, as if I had been there and seen 
it with my eyes. For it is possible for one front 
the dead to deceive jou ; but Jes\xs C\ira^<2»c^'c^^^^ 
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deceive you ; the word of God delivered in Scrip- 
ture, and sealed up by the miracles and holy work- 
ings of the Spirit, can never deceive you. Believe 
this or believe nothing. Believe and obey this, or 
you are undone. Now as ever you believe the 
word of God, and as ever you care for the salva- 
tion of your souls, let me beg of you this reason- 
able request, and I beseech you deny me not ; that 
you would without any more delay remember these 
truths, and enter into an earnest search of your 
hearts, and say to yourselves, "Is it so indeed? 
must I turn or die? must I be converted or con- 
demned ? It is time for me then to look about me, 
before it be too late. Oh why did not I look after 
this till now f Why did I venturously post ofF, or 
hasten carelessly over so great a business ? Was I 
awake or in my wits ? Oh blessed God, what a 
mercy is it that thou didst not cut off my life all 
this while before I had any certain hope of eternal 
life ! Well, God forbid that I should neglect this 
work any longer. What state is my soul in ? Am 
I converted, or am I not 1 Was ever such a change 
or work done upon my soul ? Have I been illu- 
minated by the word and Spirit of the Lord, to see 
the odiousness of sin, the need of a Saviour, the 
love of Christ, and the excellencies of God and 
glory I Is my heart broken oir humbled within me 
for my former life f Have I thankfully entertained 
my Saviour and Lord, who offered himself with 
pardon and life to my soul ? Do I hate my former 
sinful life, and the remnant of every sin that is in 
me ? Do I fly from them as my deadly enemies t 
Do I give up myself to a life of holiness and 
obedience to God 1 Do I love it and delight in itf 
Can I truly say that I am dead to the world and 
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carnal self, and that I live for God and the glory 
which he hath promised f Hath heaven more of 
my estimation and resolution than earth? and is 
God the dearest and highest in my soul ? Once I 
am sure, I lived principally to the world and flesh ; 
and God had nothing but some heartless services 
which the world could spare, and which were the 
leavings of the flesh. Is my heart now turned 
another way? Have I a new design, and a new 
end, and a new train of holy affection ? Have I 
set my hopes and heart in heaven ? and is it now 
the scope and design, and bent of my heart and 
life, to get well to heaven, and see the glorious face 
of GU)d, and live in his everlasting love and praise ? 
and when I sin, is it against the habitual bent and 
design of my heart? and do I conquer all gross 
sins, and am I weary and willing to be rid of mine 
infirmities ? This is the state of a converted soul. 
And thus must it be with me, or I must perish. Is 
it thus indeed with me, or is it not ? It is time to 
get this doubt resolved, before the dreadful Judge 
resolve it. I am not such a stranger to my own 
heart and life, but I may somewhat perceive 
whether I am thus converted or not. If I be not, 
it will do me no good to flatter my soul with false 
conceits and hopes. I am resolved no more to 
deceive myself ; but to endeavour to know truly, off 
or on, whether I be converted, yea or no ; that if I 
be I may rejoice in it, and glorify my gracious Lord, 
and comfortably go on till I reach the crown ; and 
if I am not, I may set myself to beg and seek after 
the grace that should convert me, and may turn 
without any more delay. For if I find in time that 
I am out of the way, by the help of Christ, I may 
turn and be recovered ; but if I stay UlL ^\vVk&^ ts^ 
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heart be forsaken of God in "blindness and hardness, 
or till I be caught away by death, it is then too 
late. There is no place for repentance and conver- 
sion then : I know it must be now or never." 

Sirs, this is my request to you, that you will but 
take your hearts to task, and thus examine them, 
till you see, if it may be, whether you are converted 
or not ; and if you cannot find it out by your own 
endeavours, go to your ministers, if they be faith- 
ful and experienced men, and desire their assistance. 
The matter is great, let not bashfulnes nor care- 
lessness hinder you. They are set over you to 
advise you, for the saving of your soiils, as physi- 
cians advise you for the curing of your bodies. It 
undoes many thousands that they think they are in 
the way to salvation, when they are not ; and think 
that they are converted, when it is no such thing. 
And then when we call to them daily to turn, they 
go away as they came, and think that* this concerns 
not them ; for they are turned already, and hope 
they shall do well enough in the way tiiat they are 
in, at least if they do pick the fairest path and 
avoid some of the foulest steps, when, alas, all this 
while they live but to the world and flesh, and are 
strangers to God and eternal life, and are quite out 
of the way to heaven. And all this is much because 
we cannot persuade them to a few serious thoughts 
of their condition, and to spend a few hours in the 
examination of their states. Are there not many 
self -deceiving persons who never bestowed one hour, 
or quarter of an hour, in all their lives, to examine 
their souls, and try whether they are truly con- 
verted or not ? Oh merciful God, who will care 
for such wretches that care no more for themselves, 
and that will do so much so save them from hellf 
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and lielp them to heaven, who will do so little for 
it themselves ! If all who are in the way to hell, 
and in a state of damnation, did but know it, thej 
durst not continue in it. The greatest hope that 
the devil hath of bringing you to damnation with- 
out a rescue, is by keeping you blindfold, and 
ignorant of your state, and making you believe 
that you may do well enough in the way that you 
are in. If you knew that you are out of the way 
to heaven, and were lost for ever if you should die 
as you are, durst you sleep another night in the 
state that you are in ? durst you live another day 
in it I could you heartily laugh or be merry in 
such a state ? What ! and not know but you may 
be snatched away to hell in an hour ! Sure it would 
constrain you to forsake your former company and 
courses, and to betake yourselves to the ways of 
holiness and the communion of the saints. Surely 
it would drive you to cry to God for a new heart, 
and to seek help of those that are fit to counsel you. 
There is none of you surely that cares not for being 
damned. Well then 1 beseech you presently make 
inquiry into your hearts, anH give them no rest till 
you find out your condition, that if it be good, you 
may rejoice in it, and go on ; and if it be bad, you 
may presently look about you for recovery, as men 
that believe they must turn or die. What say 
you, sirs ? Will you resolve and promise to be at 
this much labour for your own souls I Will you 
fall upon this self-examination immediately? Is 
my request unreasonable ? Your conscience know 
it is not. Resolve on it then before you stir. 
Knowing how much it concemeth your souls, I be- 
seech you for the sake of that God that doth com- 
mand you, at whose bar you will shortly all^'^^<^'«:t^ 

d2 
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that you will not denj me this reasonable request 
For the sake of those souls that must turn or die, 
I beseech you deny me not ; even but to make it 
your business to understand your own conditions, 
and build upon sure ground, and know whether you 
are converted or no, and venture not your souls on 
negligent security. 

• But perhaps you will say, What if we should ilnd 
ourselves yet unconverted, what shall we do then? 
This question leadeth me to my second doctrine, 
which will do much to the answering of it, to which 
I shall now proceed. 

Doct, 2. It is the promise of Grod, that the 
wicked shall live if they will but turn ; unf eignedly 
and thoroughly turn. 

The Lord here professes that this is what he takes \ 
pleasure in, that the wicked turn and live. Heaven ! 
is made as sure to the converted, as hell is to the ; 
unconverted. Turn and live, is as certain a truth, ^ 
as turn or die. God was not bound to provide us 
a Saviour, nor to open us a door of hope, nor to 
call us to repent and turn when once we had cast 
ourselves away by sin. But he hath freely done it 
to magnify his mercy. Sinners, there are none of 
you shall have cause to go home, and say I preach 
desperation unto you. Do you use to shut up 
the door of mercy against you I Oh that you would 
not shut it up against yourselves ! Do we use to 
tell you that God will have no mercy on you, though 
you turn and be sanctified ? . When did you ever 
hear a preacher say such a word ? You that bark 
at the preachers of the gospel, for desiring to keep 
you out of hell, and say that they preach despera- 
tion ; tell me, if you can, when you did ever hear 
any sober man say that there is no hope for you, 
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thougli you repent and be converted t No, it is 
quite the contrary that we daily proclaim from the 
Lord ; and whoever is bom again, and by faith and 
repentance doth become a new creature, shall cer- 
tainly be saved : and so far are we from persuad- 
ing you to despair of this, that we persuade you 
not to make any doubt of it. It is life and not 
death that is the first part of our message to you. 
Our commission is to offer salvation ; certain 
salvation, a speedy, glorious, everlasting salvation, 
to every one of you ; to the poorest beggar as well 
as the greatest lord ; to the worst of you, even to 
drunkards, swearers, worldings, thieves, yea to the 
despisers and reproachers of the holy way of salva- 
tion. We are commanded by the Lord our master 
to offer you a pardon for all that is past, if you will 
but now at last return and live. We are com- 
manded to beseech and entreat you to accept the 
offer and return ; to tell you what preparation is 
made by Christ : what mercy stays for you ; what 
patience waiteth on you ; what thoughts of kind- 
ness God hath towards you ; and how happy, how 
certainly and unspeakable happy, you may be if 
you will. We have indeed also a message of wrath 
and death, yea of a twofold wrath and death ; but 
neither of them is our principal message. We 
must tell you of the wrath that is on you already, 
and the death that you are bom under, for the 
breach of the law of works ; but this is only to 
show you the need of mercy, land provoke you to 
esteem the grace of the Redeemer. And we tell 
you nothing but the truth which you must know : 
for who will seek out for physic, that knows not 
that he is sick ? Our telling you of your misery is 
not that it makes you miserable, but dY\NYCk% ^wi^ 
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out to seek for mercy. It is you who have brought 
this death upon yourselves. We tell you also of 
another death, even remedilness, and much greater 
torment, that will fall on those who will not be 
converted. But as this is true, and must be told I 
you, so it is but the last and saddest part of our 
message. We are first to offer you mercy, if you 
will turn ; and it is only those who will not turn, 
nor hear the voice of mercy, that we must foretell 
damnation to. Will you but cast away your trangres- 
sions, delay no longer, but come away at the caJl of 
Christ, and be converted, and become new creatures, 
and we have not a word of wrath or death to speak 
against you. T do here in the name of the Lord of 
life proclaim to you aU that hear me this day, to the | 
worst of you, to the greatest, to the oldest sinner, [ 
that you may have mercy and salvation, if you wiH I 
but turn. There is mercy in God, there is suffi- 
ciency in the satisfaction of Christ, the promise is 
free and full, and universal : you may have life, if 
you will but turn. But then, as you love your 
souls, remember what turning it is that Scripture 
speaks of. It is not to mend the old house, but to 
pull down all, and build a new, on Christ the rock 
and sure foundation. It is not to mend somewhat 
in a carnal course of life, but to mortify the flesh, 
and live after the Spirit. It is not to serve the 
flesh and the world in a more reformed way, with- 
out any scandalous, disgraceful sins, and with a 
certain kind of religiousness : but it is to change 
your master, and your works and end, and set your 
face the contrary way, and do all for the life you 
never saw, and dedicate yourselves and all you have 
to 6rod This is the change tliat ixiwaXXi^ m^d^^ if 
j'oa will live. 
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You yourselves are witnesses now, that it is sal- 
vation and not damnation that is the great doctrine 
I publish to you, and the first part of my message 
to you. Accept of this, and we shall go no further 
with you ; for we would not so much as affright or 
trouble you with the name of damnation, without 
necessity. 

But if you will not be saved, there is no remedy, 
but damnation must take place. For there is no 
middle place between the two ; you must have 
either life or death. 

And we are not only to offer you life, but to 
show you the grounds on which we do it, and call 
you to believe that Grod doth mean indeed as he 
speaks : that the promise is true, and extends con- 
ditionally to you as well as others; and that heaven 
is no fancy, but a true felicity. 

If you ask, where is our commission for this 
offer; among a hundred texts of Scripture, I will 
show it you in these few. 

First you see it here in my text, and the 
following verses, as plain as can be spoken. 
And in these words you have the very sum of our 
commission : '< If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature : old tlungs are passed away ; behold, 
all things are become new. And all things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of recon- 
-ciliation ; to wit, that God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes to them ; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambas- 
sadors for Christ, asthoi^h God dVd \i«ak^^0ft.^<2WL 
bj U8 : we pray you in GhriaVs Btft«A, \>^ ^^ t^^««^- 
cjJed unto God. For he hatb. madft\iVm. \.o\i^ «^ 
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for US who knew no sin ; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him." " Go ye into ail 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that belie veth," that is, with such a converting 
faith as expressed, " and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
and he that believeth not shall be damned." '' Thu£ 
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day : and that repentance " (whicl 
is conversion) '^and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations." " The 
G^d of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye sIbt* 
and hanged on a tree : him hath God exalted witb 
his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins." ** Be 
it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins J and by him all that believe an 
justified from all things, from which ye could nol 
be justified by the law of Moses." And lest yoi 
think this offer is restrained to the Jews, " For ii 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anj 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.' 
" Come, for all things are now ready." 

You see by this time that we are commanded U 
offer life to you all, and to tell you from God, thai 
if you will turn you may live. 

Here you may safely trust your souls ; for the 
love of God is the fountain of this offer, John iii. 
16, and the blood of the Son of God hath purchased 
it : the faithfulness and truth of God are engaged 
to make the promise good. Miracles have sealed 
up the truth of it ; preachers are sent through the 
world to proclaim it; the sacraments are insti- 
tuted and used for the solenm d^Vverj oiVJcvfc xsi^^q 
offered to them that wili acee^t Vx. \ ^x^^ xJaa %^\s 
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doth open the heart to entertain it, and is itself the 
earnest of the full possession, so that the truth of it 
is past controversy, that the worst of you all, and 
every one of you, if you will but be converted, may 
be saved. 

Indeed, if you will needs believe that you shall 
be saved without conversion, then you believe a 
falsehood : and if I should preach that to you, I 
should preach a lie ; this were not to believe God, 
but the devil, and your own deceitful hearts. God 
hath his promise of life, and the devil hath his pro- 
mise of life. God's promise is, " Return and live." 
The devil's promise is, "You shall live whether 
you turn or not." The word of God is as I have 
showed you : " Except you be converted, and be- 
come as little children, you cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." "Except a man be bom 
again, he cannot enter into the kin;^dom of God." 
"Without holiness no man shall see the Lord." 
The devil's word is, " you may be saved without 
being bom again and converted ; you may do well 
enough without being holy. God doth but frighten 
you ; he is more merciful than to do as he saith ; 
he will be better to you than his word." And alas, 
the greatest part of the world believe this word of 
the devil, before the word of God ; just as our first 
sin and misery came into the world. God said to 
our first parents, " if ye eat, ye shall die." And the 
devil contradicteth him, and saith, " Ye shall not 
die ;" and the woman believed the devil before God. 
So now the Lord saith, " Turn or die ;" and the devil 
saith, " You shall not die, if you do but cry God 
mercy at last, and give over the aeXa Cii «vsi ^'^^'ssv 
jou can practise it no longer." An^ \Joc\a Sa» '^^ 
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word ihsz tbe vcr^d befiews. Ok beiiioos wicked- 
ness to bcIicTe the deril betoiv God! 

Asd jet thu is not the went: hat bbi^e- 
Bo&sly d^cj call this a bdieri^ snd tmstingin 
God. wLea iLej p.iit him in the shj^ie of Satan, 
who waf a liar from the brgirming ; and when tkey 
belicTe that the word of God is a He. thej call thk 
trusting God. and say ther beliere in him, and trust 
cm him for aalTanon. ^liere did ever Ciod saj, 
that the miregenerate. tmconvertedy nnsanctified 
shall be saved ? Show soch word in S cripture . 1 
challeDse too. if von can. Wfav, this is the deril's 
word, and to believe it is to beliere the devil, and 
the flin which is commonlj called presnn^tioD, — 
and do jon call this believing and trusting Grodt 
There is enough in the word of Grod to comfort and 
strengthen the hearts of the sanctified : bnt not a 
word to strengthen the hands of wickedness, nor 
to give men the least hope of being saved, though 
thej be never sanctified. 

Bnt if yon will turn and come into the waj «l 
mercy, the mercy of the Lord is ready to entertafa 
yoo. Then trust God for salvation boldly and con- 
fidently, for he is engaged by his word to save yoa. 
He will be a father to none bat his children, and 
he will save none but those that forsake the worid, 
the devil, and the fiesh, and come into his family to 
l>e members of his Son, and have c<»nmunion with 
his saints. But if they will not come in, it is 
owing to themselves. His doors are op^i ;. he 
keeps none back : he never sent such a message as 
this to any of you — '' It is now too late ; I will not 
receive thee, though thou be converted^" He 
might have done so, and done you no wrong : but 
he did not; he doth not to this day; he is still 
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ready tp receive you, if you were but ready un- 
feignedly, and with all your hearts, to turn. And 
the fulness of this truth will yet more appear in 
the two following doctrines, which I will next 
proceed to, before I make any further application 
of this. 

Doct, 3. God taketh pleasure in men's conver- 
sion and salvation, but not in their death or damna- 
tion : he had rather they would return and live, 
than go on and die. 

I shall first teach you how to understand this ; 
and then clear up the truth of it to you. 

And for the first, you must observe these follow- 
ing things : 1. A simple willingness or complacency 
is the first act of the will, following the simple ap- 
prehension of the understanding, before it proceeds 
to compare things together. But the choosing 
act of the will is a following act, and supposes the 
comparing practical act of the understanding ; and 
these two acts may often be carried to contrary ob- 
jeots, without any fault at all in the person. 

2. An unfeigned willingness may have divers 
degrees. Some things I am so far willing of, as 
that I will do all that lieth in my power to accom- 
plish it ; and some things I am truly willing another 
should do, when yet I will not do all that ever I 
am able to procure it, having many reasons to dis- 
suade me therefrom ; though yet I will do all that 
belongs to me to do. 

3. The will of a ruler, as such, is manif 
in making and executing laws ; but the will 'of a 
man in his simple and natural capacity, or as abso- 
lute lord of his own, is manifested in desiring or re- 
solving of events. 

4. A ruler's will, as lawgiver, ia &:^\. ^sA^'wa? 
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cipallj that his laws be obeyed : and not at all that 
the penalty be executed on any, but only on suppo- 
sition that they will not obey his precepts. But a 
ruler's will, as judge, supposes the law alrea^ 
either kept or broken ; and therefore he resokes 
on rewards or punishments accordingly. 

Having given you these necessary distinctions, I 
shall next apply them to the case in hand, in these 
following propositions. 

1. It is in the glass of the word and creatures, 
that in this life we must know God ; and so, ac- 
cording to the nature of man, we ascribe to him 
understanding and will, removing all the imperfec- 
tions that we can, because we are capable of no 
higher positive conceptions of him. 

2. And on the same grounds we do, with the 
Scripture, distinguish between the acts of Grod'a 
will, as diversified from the respects or the objects, 
though as to God's essence they are all one. 

3. And the more boldly, because that when we 
speak of Christ, we have the more ground for it 
from his human nature. 

4. And thus we say, that the simple complacency, 
will, or love of God is to all that is naturally or 
morally good, according to the nature and degree 
of its goodness. And so he hath pleasure in the 
conversion and salvation of all, which yet will never 
come to pass. 

5. And God, as ruler and lawgiver of the world, 
hath so far a practical will for their salvation, as to 
make them a free deed of gift of Christ and life, 
and an act of oblivion for all their sins, if they will 
not unthankfully reject it ; and to command his I 
messengers to offer this gvit, to aXV \3ti^ -^oncW^ %ssi I 

persuade them to accept it. .^^ ^^ ^^ ^oiOo. ^^ 
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that as lawgiver or promiser belongs to him to do 
for their salvation. 

6. But yet he resolves, as lawgiver, that they 
that will not turn shall die. And as judge, when 
their day of grace is past, he will execute that 
decree. 

7. So that he thus nnfeignedly willeth the con- 
version of those that never will be converted, but 
not as absolute Lord with the fullest efficacious 
resolution, nor as a thing which he resolveth shall 
undoubtedly come to pass, or would engage all his 
power to accomplish. It is in the power of a 
prince io set a guard upon a murderer, to see that 
he shall not murder, and be hanged. But if upon 
good reason he forbear this, and do but send to his 
subjects, and warn and entreat them not to be 
murderers, I hope he may well say that he would 
not have them murder, and be hanged ; he takes 
no pleasure in it, but rather that they forbear and 
live. And if he do more for some, upon some 
special reason, he is not bound to do so by all. The 
king may well say to all the murderers and felons 
in the land, "I have no pleasure in your death, 
but rather that you would obey my laws and live ; 
but if you will not, I am resolved, for all this, that 
you shall die," The judge may truly say to the 
thief or murderer, " Alas, man, I have no delight 
in thy death ; I had rather thou hadst kept the law, 
and saved thy life; but seeing thou hast not, 
must condemn thee, or else I should be wah 
So though God have no pleasure in your^idna- 
tion, and therefore calls upon you to return and 
live : yet he hath pleasure in the deI!£iOTi«^x^^Ass^ <i^^ 
his own justice, and the executing V\^ \a.^N^i ^^^^ 
therefore he is for all this iully xeaoVj^^^ \Jaai^ ^ 
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you will not be converted, you shall be condemned. 
If God were so much against the death of the 
wicked, as that he were resolved to do all that he 
can to hinder it, then no man should be condemned ; 
whereas Christ telleth you, that few will be saved. 
But so far God is against your damnation, as that 
he will teach you, and warn you, and set before you 
life and death, and offer you your choice, and com- 
mand his ministers to entreat you not to condemn 
yourselves, but accept his mercy, and so to leave 
you without excuse. But if tins will not do, and 
if still you be unconverted, he professes to jou, 
that he is resolved on your damnation, and hath 
commanded us to say to you in his name, ^^ 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die !" And Christ 
hath little less than sworn it over and over, with 
a "Verily, verily, except ye be converted and 
bom again, ye cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." Mark that he saith, you cannot 
It is in vain to hope for it, and in vain to dream 
that God is willing of it ; for it is a thing that 
cannot be. 

In a word you see then the meaning of the text, 
that God, the great lawgiver of the world, takes 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather 
that they turn and live ; though yet he be resolved 
that none shall live but those that turn, and, as 
Judge, even delighteth in justice, and manifesting 
his hatred of sin ; though not in their misery which 
they have brought upon themselves, in itself con- 
sidered. 

And for the proofs of the point, I shall be very 
brief in them, because I suppose you easily believe 
it already. 

1. The very gracious nature of God, proclaimed 
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througliout his whole word, may assure you of 
this, that he hath no pleasure in your death. 

2. If God had more pleasure in thy death, than 
in thy conversion and life, he would not have so 
frequently commanded thee in his word to turn : 
he would not have made thee such promises of life, 
if thou wilt but turn ; he would not have persuaded 
thee to it by so many reasons. The tenor of his 
gospel proveth the point. 

3. And his commission that he hath given to the 
ministers of the gospel, doth fully prove it. If 
God had taken more pleasure in thy damnation 
than in thy conversion and salvation, he would 
never have charged us to offer you mercy, and to 
teach you the way of life both publicly and pri- 
vately, and to entreat and beseech you to turn and 
live ; to acquaint you with your sins, and foretell 
you of your danger, and to do all that possibly we 
can for your conversion, and to continue patiently 
so doing, though you should hate or abuse us for 
our pains. Would God have done this and ap- 
pointed his ordinances for your good, if he had 
taken pleasure in your death ? 

4. It is proved also by the course of his provi- 
dence. If God had rather you were damned than 
converted and saved, he would not second his word 
with his works, and entice you by his daily kind- 
ness to himself, and give you all the mercies of this 
life, which are his means " to lead you to repent- 
ance," and bring you so often under his rod to force 
you into your senses. He would not set so many 
examples before your eyes, no, nor wait on you so 
patiently as he doth, from day to day, and year to 
year. These are not signs of one who taketh plea- 
sure in your death. If this had been hia d&U.^!^ 

£ 2 
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bow easily could he have had thee long ago in 
hell ! How often before this could be have caught 
thee away in the midst of thj sins, with a curse, or 
oath, or lie in thy mouth, in thy ignorance, and 
pride, and sensuality ! When thou wast last in 
thy drunkenness, or last deriding the ways of Gkxi, 
how easily could he have stopped thy breath, and 
tamed thee with his plagues, and made thee sober 
in another world ! Alas, how small a matter is it 
for the Almighty to rule the tongue of the most 
profane railer, and tie the hands of the most mali- 
cious persecutor, or calm the fury of the bitterest 
of his enemies, and make them know that they are 
but worms ! If he should but frown upon thee, 
thou wouldst drop into thy grave. If he gave com- 
mission to one of his angels to go and destroy ten 
thousand sinners, how quickly would it be done ! 
How easily can he lay thee upon the bed of lan- 
guishing, and make thee lie roaring there in pain, 
and make thee eat the words of reproach which 
thou hast spoken against his servants, his word, his 
worship, and his holy ways, and make thee send to 
beg their prayers whom thou didst despise in thy 
presumption ! How easily can he lay thy flesh 
under gripes and groans, and make it too weak to 
hold thy soul, and make it more loathsome than the 
dung of the earth ! That flesh which now must 
have what it loves, and must not be displeased though 
God be displpased, and must be humoured in meats, 
and drinks, and clothes, whatever God says to the 
contrary, how quickly would the frowns of God con- 
sume it I When thou wast passionately defending 
thy sin, and quarrelling with them who would 
have drawn thee from it, and showing thy spleen 
against the reprover, and pleading for the works of 
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larkness ; how easily could God have snatched thee 
kwaj in a moment, and set thee before his dreadful 
DEJesty, where thou shouldst see ten thousand 
imes ten thousand of glorious angels waiting upon 
lis throne ! and have called thee there to plead thy 
«use, and asked thee, " What hast thou now to 
ay against thy Creator, his truth, his servants, or 
lis holy ways f Now plead thy cause, and make 
be best of it thou canst. Now what canst thou 
»y in excuse of thy sins ? Now give an account 
f thy worldliness and fleshy life, of thy time, of 
11 the mercies thou hast had 1" Oh how thy stub- 
born heart would have melted, and thy proud looks 
»e taken down, and thy countenance turned pale, 
.nd thy stout words changed into speechless 
ilence, or dreadful cries. If God had but 
et thee thus at his bar, and pleaded his own cause 
^th thee, which thou hast here so maliciously 
beaded against ! How easily can he at any time 
ay to thy guilty soul, " Come away, and live in 
hat flesh no more till the resurrection," and it can- 
lot resist ! A word of hi& mouth would take off 
lie poise of thy present life, and then all thy parts 
aid powers would stand still ; and if he say unto 
tee. Live no longer ; or Live in hell, thou couldst 
tot disobey. 

But God hath yet done none of this, but hath 
Mitiently forborne thee, and mercifully upheld thee ; 
ttid given thee that breath which thou didst breathe 
Jut against him ; and given those mercies which 
Shou didst sacrifice to thy flesh; and afforded thee 
fcat provision which thou didst spend to satisfy thy 
greedy throat ; he gave thee every nivoxsAfc q>1 ^^aX 
fcime which thou didst waste in idlenes^a, ot ^t\ss^««^~ 
lew^ or worldliness. And dotb. not, 8i3ii\^^ ^^\Ss»fii^ 
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and mercy show that he desired not thy damnation! 
Can the candle bum without the oil ? Can jour 
houses stand without the earth to bear them T As 
well can you live one hour without the support of 
God. And why did he so long support thy life, 
but to see when thou wouldst bethink thee of the 
foUy of thy ways, and return and live. Will any 
man purposely put arms into his enenoiy's hands to 
resist him ? or hold a candle to a murderer that is 
killing his children, or to an idle servant that plaji 
or sleeps the while ? Surely it is to see whether 
thou wilt at last return and live, that God hath so 
long waited on thee. 

5. It is further proved, by the su£Perings of his 
Son, that God taketh no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked. Would he have ransonmed them from 
death at so dear a rate ? Would he have astonished 
angels and men by his condescension ? Would 
God have dwelt in flesh, and have come in the form 
of a servant, and have assumed humanity into one 
person with the Godhead! And would Christ 
have lived a life of suffering, and died a cursed 
death for sinners, if he had rather taken pleasure 
in their death 1 Suppose you saw him but so busy 
in preaching, and healing them, or so long in fast* | 
ing, or all night in prayer, or praying with the 
drops of blood trickling from him instead of sweat, 
or suffering a cursed death upon the cross, and 
pouring out his soul as a sacnfiee for our sins : 
would you have thought these the signs of one who 
delighteth in the deadi of the wicked 1 

And think not to extenuate it by saying, that it 
was only for his elect ; for it was thy siuj and the 
sin of all the world, that lay upon our Redeemer ; 
and his sacrifice and satisfaction are sufficient for 
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all, and the fruits of it are offered to one as well 
as another ; but it is true, that it was never the 
intent of his mind to pardon and save any that 
-would not by faith and repentance be converted. 
If you had seen and heard him weeping and be- 
moaning the state of disobedient, impenitent people, 
or complaining of their stubbornness, " O, Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem, how oft would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" 
Or, if you had seen or heard him on the cross, pray- 
ing for his persecutors, " Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do ;" would you have sus- 
pected that he had delighted in the death of the 
•wicked, even those that perish by their wilful un- 
belief I When God hath so loved (not only loved, 
but so loved) the world, as to give his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, by 
an effectual faith, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life, I think he hath hereby proved, against 
the malice of men and devils, that he takes no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but had rather 
that they would turn and live. 

6. If all this will not yet satisfy you, take his 
own word, who knoweth best his own mind, or at 
least believe his oath. But this leadeth me up to 
the fourth doctrine. 

JDoct. 4. The Lord hath confirmed to us, by his 
oath, that he hath no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that he turn and live ; that he 
may leave man no pretence to question the truth 
of it. 

If you dare question his word, I hope you dare 
not question his oath. As Christ hath solemnly 
protested that the unregenerate and uucoiiN^TVje^ 
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cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, so God 
hath sworn that his pleasure is not in their death, 
but in their conversion and live. And as the 
apostle saith, " Because he can swear by no greater 
than himself, he saith, As I live," &c. " For men 
verily swear by the greater : and an oath for confir- 
mation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein 
God, willing more abundantly to show unto the 
heirs of promise the immutability of the counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath ; that by two immutable 
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, 
we might have a strong consolation, who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us; 
which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast." 

If there be any man that cannot reconcile this 
truth with the doctrine of predestination, or the 
actual damnation of the wicked, that is his own 
ignorance; he hath no pretence left to deny or 
question therefore the truth of the point in hand; 
for this is confirmed by the oath of God, and there- 
fore must not be distorted to reduce it to other 
points ; but doubtful points must rather be reduced 
to it, and certain truths must be believed to agree 
with it, though our shallow brains do hardly discern 
the agreement. 

I do now entreat thee, if thou be an unconverted 
sinner who hearest these words, that thou wouldst 
ponder a little on the forementioned doctrines, and 
bethink thyself awhile, who it is that takes pleasure 
in thy sin and damnation. Certainly it is not God; 
he hath sworn, for his part, that he takes no plea- 
sure in it. And I know it is not the pleasing of 
Mm that you intend in it. ^ o\3l ^"ast^ i^iCit say that 
jrou diink, and sweax, and ne^^oA. "^ wa \l^^ ^\)&!^\ 
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and quench the motions of the Spirit, to please God. 
That were as if you should reproach the prince, 
and break his laws, and seek his death, and say, 
you did all this to please him. 

Who is it then that takes pleasure in your sin 
and death ? Not any that bear the image of God, 
for they must be like minded to him. God knows, 
it is truly painful to your faithful teachers to see 
you serve your deadly enemy, and madly venture 
your eternal state, and wilfully run into the flames 
of hell. It is truly painful to them to see upon 
your souls (in the sad effects) such blindness, and 
hard-heartedness, and carelessness, and presump- 
tion : such wilfulness in evil, and such unteach- 
ableness and stiffness against the ways of life and 
peace. They know these are marks of death, and 
of the wrath of God, and they know from the word 
of God what is likely to be the end of them, and 
therefore it is no more pleasure to them than to a 
tender physician to see the plague-marks break out 
upon his patient. Alas! to forsee your everlast- 
ing torments, and know not how to prevent them ! 
To see how near you are to hell, and we cannot 
make you believe it and consider it? To see how 
easily, how certainly, you might escape, if we knew 
but how to make you willing! How fair you are 
for everlasting salvation, if you would but turn and 
do your best, and make it the care and business of 
your lives ! but you will not do it. If our lives 
lay on it, we cannot persuade you to it. We study 
day and night what to say to you that may con- 
vince you and persuade you, and yet it is undone. 
We lay before you the word of God, and skcsrw -^^^s^ 
the very chapter and verse wTiere \t \a "wrvWfcxv^ ^'ax 
j-ou cannot be saved except you "Vi^ ^!aii.N^sc\»^N 
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and yet we leave the most of you as we find you. 
We hope you will believe the word of God though 
you believe not us, and that you will regard it 
when we show you the plain Scripture for it : but 
we hope in vain, and labour in vain, as to any 
saving change upon your hearts. And do you 
think that this is a pleasant thing to us? ^MLanj 
a time in secret prayer we are fain to complain 
to God, with sad hearts, "Alas! Lord, we have 
spoken to them in thy name, but they little regard 
us: we have told them what thou biddest us tell 
them concerning the danger of an unconverted 
state, but they do not believe us; we have told 
them that thou hast protested that there is no 
peace to the wicked, but the worst of them all will 
scarce believe that they are wicked; we have shown 
them thy word, where thou hast said, that if they 
live after the flesh they shall die, but they say, 
they will believe in thee, when they will not be- 
lieve thee : that they will trust in thee, when they 
give no credit to thy word; and when they have 
hope that the threatenings of thy word are false, 
they will yet call this a hoping in God : and though 
we show them where thou hast said, that when a 
wicked man dieth, all his hopes perish, yet we 
cannot persuade them from their deceitful hopes. 
We tell them what a base, unprofitable thing sin 
is; but they love it, and therefore will not leave it 
We tell them how dearly they buy this pleasure, 
and that they must pay for it in everlasting torment! 
and they bless themselves, and will not believe it; 
but will do as the most do; and, because God ifl 
merciful, they will not believe him, but will venture 
tlieir souls, come of it wlaaV. ViMl. ^^ \«Ji ^em 
J^owreadjr the Lord is to xeew^ ^«a\.\ «si^ ^^ssa^ 
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doth but make them delay their repentance, and be 
bolder in their sin. Some of them say they purpose 
to repent, but they are still the same; and some say 
they do repent already, while yet they are not con- 
verted from their sins. We exhort them, we 
entreat them, we offer them our help, but we can- 
not prevail with them; but they that were drunkards 
are drunkards still; and they that were voluptuous, 
flesh-pleasing wretches, are such still; and they 
that are worldlings are worldlings still; and they 
that were ignorant, and proud, and self -conceited, 
are so still. Few of them will see and confess their 
sin, and fewer will forsake it; but comfort them- 
selves that all men are sinneiis ; as if there were no 
difference between a converted sinner, and an 
unconverted. Some of them will not come near us 
when we are willing to instruct them, but think 
they know enough already, and need not our 
instruction; and some of them will give us the 
hearing, and do what they list ; and most of them 
are like dead men who cannot feel : so that, when 
w^e tell them of the matters of everlasting con- 
sequence, we cannot get a word of it to their 
hearts. If we do not obey them, and humour them 
in doing all that they would have us, though ever 
so much against the word of God, they will hate us 
and rail at us ; but, if we beseech them to confess 
and forsake their sins, and save their souls, they 
will not do it. We tell them, if they will but turn, 
we will deny them none of the ordinances of God; 
but they wHl not hear us. They would have m to 
disobey God, and damn our own souls, to please 
them, and yet they will not turn and sav^ \Ja5sa 
own souls to please God. They are ^aeit Vcl ^^vt 
own eyea than all their teachers; tYiey xak;^<6 ©s^^ ^^^^ 
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confident in their own way, and, if we would never 
80 fain, we cannot change them. Lord, this is the 
case of our miserable neighbours, and we cannot 
help it ; we see them ready to drop into hell> and 
we cannot help it ; we know, if they would unf eign- 
edly turn, they might be saved, but we cannot per- 
suade them : if we would beg it of them on our 
knees, we cannot persuade them to it ; if we would 
beg it of them with tears, we cannot persuade them : 
and what more can we do? 

These are the secret complaints and moans that 
many a poor minister is fain to make. And do 
you think that he hath any pleasure in this ? Is 
it a pleasure to him tp see you go on in sin, and 
that he cannot stop you ? To see you so miserable, 
and that he cannot so much as miake you sensible 
of it ? To see you merry, when you are not sure to 
be an hour out of hell 1 To think what you must 
for ever suffer, because you will not turn f And 
to think what an everlasting life of glory you wif 
fuUy despise and cast away f What sadder thing 
can you bring to their hearts I And how can ywi 
devise to grieve them more 1 

Who is it then that you pleasie by your sin and 
death ? It is none of your understanding, go% 
friends. Alas, it is the grief of their souls to see 
your misery! and they lament you many a time 
when you give them little thanks for it, and when 
you have not hearts to lament yourselves. 

Who is it then that takes pleasure in your sin! 
It is none but the three great enemies of Gcod, 
whom you renounced in your baptism, and now 
are turned falsely to serve. 

1. The devil indeed takes pleasure in your sin 
and death ; for this is the veiy end of all his temp- 
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tations. For this he watches night and day ; you 
cannot devise to please him better, than to go on 
in sin. How glad is he when he sees thee going 
to the alehouse, or other sin ; and when he heareth 
thee curse, or swear, or rail I How glad is he when 
he heareth thee revile the minister that would draw 
thee from thy sin, and help to save thee ! These 
are his delight. 

2. The wicked also are delighted in it : for it is 
agreeable to their nature. 

8. But I know, for all this, that it is not the 
pleasing of the devil that you intend even when you 
please him; but it is y(mr own fleshi the greatest 
and most dangerous enemy that you intend to 
please. It is the flesh that would be pampered^ 
that would be pleased in meat, and drink and 
clothing, that would be pleased in your company, 
and pleased in applause and credit with the world, 
and pleased in sports, and lusts, and idleness : this 
is the gulf that devoureth all. This is the very 
god that you serve, ior the Scriptures saith of such, 
" that their bellie« are their gods." 

But I beseech you stay a little, and consider the 
business. 

Quest 1. Should your flesh be pleased before 
your Maker? Will you displease the Lord, and 
displease your teachers, and your godly friends, 
and all to please your brutish appetites and sensual 
desires f Is not God worthy to be the ruler of 
your flesh ? If he shall not rule it, he will not 
save it : you cannot in reason expect that he should. 

Quest. 2. Your flesh is pleased with your sin ; 
but is your conscience pleased ? Doth not it grudge 
within you, and tell you sometimes that all is not 
well, and that your case is not so safe as you 
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it to be ? and should not your soul and conscience 
be pleased before that corruptible flesh ? 

QdesU 3 But is not your flesh preparing for its 
own displeasure also ? it loves the bait, but doth it 
love the hook? It loves the strong drink and 
sweet morsels ; it loves its ease, and sports, and 
merriment ; it loves to be rich and well spoken of 
by men, and to be somebody in the world; but 
doth it love the curse of God ? Doth it love to 
stand trembling before his bar, and to be judged 
to everlasting fire I Doth it love to be tormented 
with the devils for ever ? Take all together ; for 
there is no separating sin and hell, but only by 
faith and true conversion; if you will keep one, 
you must have the other. If death and hell be 
pleasant to you, no wonder then if you go on in 
sin ; but if they be not, as I am sure they are not, 
then what if sin were ever so pleasant, is it worth 
the loss of life eternal ? Is a little drink, or meat, 
or ease; are the good words of sinners, are the 
riches of this world, to be valued above the joys of 
heaven I or are they worth the sufferings of eternal 
Are ? Sirs, these questions should be considered 
before you go any further, by every man who hath 
reason to consider, and who believes he hath a soul 
to save or lose. 

Well, the Lord here sweareth that he hath no 
pleasure in your death, but rather that you would 
turn and live. If yet you will go on, and die rather 
than turn, remember it was not to please God that 
you did it : it was to please the world, and to please 
yourselves. And if men will damn themselves to 
please themselves, and run into endless torments 
for delight, and have not the sense, the heart, the 
grace, to hearken to God or man, who would re- 
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claim them, what remedy but they must take what 
they get by it, and repent it in another manner, 
when it is too late. Before I proceed any further 
in the application, I shall come to the next doc- 
trine, which giveth me a fuller ground for it. 

Doct, 5. So earnest is God for the conversion 
of sinners, that he doubleth his commands and ex- 
hortations with vehemency ; " Turn ye, turn ye ; 
why will ye die?** 

This doctrine is the application of the fonner, as 
by a use of exhortation, and accordingly I shall 
handle it. Is there ever an unconverted sinner 
that heareth these vehement words of God? Is 
there ever a man or woman that is yet a stranger 
to the renewing, sanctifying work of the Holy 
Ghost t Hearken then to the voice of your Maker, 
and turn to him by Christ without delay. Would 
you know the wiU of God ? why this is his will, 
that you presently turn. Shall the living God send 
80 earnest a message to his creatures, and should 
they not obey! Hearken then all you that live 
after the flesh ; the Lord who gave thee thy breath 
and being, hath sent a message to thee from heaven ; 
and this is the message, " Turn ye, turn ye ; why 
will ye die ?" He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear. Shall the voice of the Eternal Majesty be 
neglected ? If he do but terribly thunder, thou art 
afraid. Oh but this voice doth more nearly concern 
thee. If he did but tell thee, thou shalt die to- 
morrow, thou wouldst not make light of it. Oh but 
this word concemeth thy life or death everlasting. 
It is both a command and an exhortation. As if 
he had said to thee, ** I charge thee upon the 
allegiance that thou owest to me thy Creator and 
Redeemer, that thou renounce the flesh, the worlds 

f2 
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and the devil, and turn to me that thou mayest 
live. I condescend to entreat thee, as thou either 
lovest or f earest him that made thee ; a& thou lovest 
thine own life, even thine everlasting life, turn and 
live ; as ever thou wouldst escape eternal misery, 
turn, turn, for why wilt you die f " And is there a 
heart in man, in a reasonable creature, that can 
once refuse such a message, such a command, such 
an exhortation as this ! O what a thing then is 
the heart of man ! 

Hearken then all that love yourselves, and all 
that regard your own salvation : here is the most 
joyful message that ever was sent to the ears of 
man, "Turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die?" You 
are not yet shut up under desperation. Here is 
mercy offered you. Turn, and you shall have it. 
sirs, with what glad and joyful hearts should you 
receive these tidings ! I know this is not the first 
time that you have heard it; hut how have you 
regarded i^ or how do you regard it now? Hear, 
all you ignorant, careless sinners, the word of the 
Lord! Hear, all you worldlings, you sensual flesh- 
pleasers; you gluttons, and drunkards, and whore- 
mongers, and swearers; you railers and backbiters, 
slanderers and liars ; " Turn ye, turn ye ; why will 
ye die?" 

Hear, all you cold and outside professors, and all 
that are strangers to the life of Christ, and never 
knew the power of the cross and resurrection, and 
never felt your hearts warmed with his love, add 
live not on him as the strength of your souls, "Turn 
ye, turn ye ; why will ye die? 

Hear, all that are void of the love of God, whose 

hearts are not toward him, nor taken up with the 

hopes of glory, but set ixiOTe\>^ -joxa ^«ct>Ct\'^ Y^^v 
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perity and delights than by the joys of heaven ; all 
you that are religious but a little by the by, and 
give God no more than your flesh can spare; that 
have not denied your carnal selves, and forsaken all 
grounded resolution of your souls, but have some 
one thing in the world so dear to you, that you 
cannot spare it for Christ, if he require it, but will 
rather venture on his displeasure than forsake it; 
*' Turn, ye, turn ye ; why will ye die ? " 

If you never heard it, or observed it before, re- 
member what you were told from the word of God 
this day, that if you will but turn, you may live; 
and if you will not turn, you shall surely die. 

What now will you do, sirs 1 What is your reso- 
lution? Will you turn, or will you not? Halt not 
any longer between two opinions : if the Lord be 
God, follow him : if your flesh be God, then serve 
it still. If heaven be better than earth and fleshly 
pleasures, come away then, and seek a better 
country, and lay up your treasure where rust and 
moths do not corrupt, and thieves cannot break 
through and steal; and be awakened at last with all 
your might to seek the kingdom that cannot be 
moved, and to employ your lives on a higher design, 
and turn the stream of your cares and labours an- 
other way than formerly you have done. But if 
earth be better than heaven, or will do more for 
you, or last you longer; then keep it, and make 
your best of it, and follow it still. Sirs, are you 
resolved what to do? if you be not, I will set a few 
more moving considerations before you, to see if 
reason will make you resolve. 

Consider first, what preparations mercy 'aa.^ 
made for your salvation; what a p\ly \\. \s. N^^aX. ^^^ 
man should be damned after aH X\ns\ ^^^ nass^«^ 



i 
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was when the flaniiig sword was in the way, and 
the curse of God's law would have kept thee back, 
if thou hadst been ever so willing to torn to Crod. 
The time was when thon thyself and all the friends 
that thou hast in the world, could never have pro- 
duced thee the pardon of thy sins past, though thou 
hadst ever so much lamented and reformed them. 
But Christ hath removed this impediment by the 
ransom of his blood. The time was that Grod was 
wholly unreconciled, as being not satisfied for the 
violation of his law. But now he is. so far satisfied 
and reconciled, as that he hath made ihee a free act 
of oblivion, and a free deed of gift of Christ and 
life, and off ereth it to thee, and entreateth thee to 
accept it, and it may. be thine if thou wilt. For, he 
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, luad 
hath committed to us the word of actual reconcilia- 
tion. Sinners, we are commanded to do this message 
to you all, as from the Lord, ''Come, for all things 
are ready." Are all things ready, and are you un- 
ready? God is ready to entertain you, and pardon 
all that you have done against him, if you will but 
come. As long as you have sinned, as wiKuUj as 
you have sinned, as heinously as you have sinned, 
he is ready to cast all behind his back, if you will 
but come. Though you have been prodigals, and 
run away from God, and have staid so long, he is 
ready even to meet you, and embrace you in his 
arms, and rejoice in your conversion, if you will but 
turn. Even the earthly worldling, and swinish 
drunkard, may find God ready to bid them welcome, 
if they will but come. Doth not this turn thy heart 
withm thee? Oh sinner, if thou have a heart of 
Hesh, and not of stone in llaee, me.\Xmik& this should 
melt it. Shall the dreadixA, Va£Lm\jvi ^^'a.^^^v^ vK 
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heaven even wait for thy retummg, and be ready to 
receive thee, who hast abused Wun, and forgotten 
him so long? Shall he delight in thy conversion, 
who might at any time glorify his justice in thy 
damnation? and yet doth it not melt thy heart within 
thee, and art thou not yet ready to come in ? Hast 
thou not as much reason to be ready to come, as God 
hath to invite thee, and bid thee welcome ? 

But that is not all; Christ hath done his part 
on the cross, and made such way for thee to the 
Father, that on his account thou mayest be welcome 
if thou wilt come. And yet art thou not ready I 

A pardon is ready, expressly granted and offered 
thee in the gospel. And yet art thou not ready ? 

The ministers of the gospel are ready to assist 
thee, to instruct thee, and pronounce the absolving 
words of peace to thy soul ; they are ready to pray 
for thee, and to seal up thy pardon by the adminis- 
tration of the holy Sacrament. And yet art thou 
not ready ? 

All that fear God about thee are ready to rejoice 
in thy conversion, and to receive thee into the 
communion of saints, and to give thee the right 
hand of fellowship ; yea, though thou hadst been 
one that had been cast out of their society : they 
dare not but forgive where God forgiveth, when it 
is manifest to them by thy confession and amend- 
ment : they dare not so much as upbraid thee with 
thy former sins, because they know that God will 
not upbraid thee with them. If thou hadst been 
ever so scandalous, if thou wouldst but heartily be 
converted and come in, they would not refuse thee; 
let the world say what they would against it. Awi^ 
are all these ready to receive thee, aii^'^^X. «x\. 'Oass^ 
not ready to come in? 
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Tea, heaven itself is rea^: the Lord will receive 
thee into the glory of his saints ; yile as thou hast 
been, if thou wilt but be cleansed, thou mayest have 
a place before his throne : his angels will be ready 
to guard thy soul to the {dace of joy, if thou do 
but unf eignedly come in. And is God ready, the 
sacrifice of Christ ready, the promise ready, and 
pardon ready? Are ministers ready, and the people 
of God ready, and heaven itself ready, and angels 
ready, and all these but waiting for thy conversion; 
and yet art thou not ready ? What I not read^ to 
live, when thou hast been dead so long? not read^ 
to come to thy right understanding, as the pro<£lgaI 
is said to come to himself, when thou hast been 
beside thyself so long? not ready to be saved, when 
thou art even ready to be cond^nned? Art thoa 
not ready to lay hold on Christ who would deliyer 
thee, when thou art even ready to drown and sink 
into danmation ? Art thou not ready to be saved 
from hell, when thou art even ready to be cast 
remedilessly into it ? Alas, man ! dost thou know 
what thou dost? If thou die unconverted, there is 
no doubt to be made of thy damnation ; and thou 
art not sure to live an hour ? and yet art thou not 
ready to turn and to come in? Oh miseral^e 
wretch! hast thou not served the flesh and the 
devil long enough yet? hast thou not enough of 
sin? Is it so good to thee? or so profitable for 
thee ? Dost thou know what it is, that thou wouldsk 
yet have more of it ? Hast thou had so many calls^ 
and so many mercies, and so many blows, and so 
many examples ? Hast thou seen so many laid in 
the grave, and yet art thou not ready to let go thy 
ains and come to ChnBt^ "WYi-aX,^ «i\.^T %q many 
convictions and gripes ot eonecveiwsfe, ^\^l ^^ TEksa^^ ^ 
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purposes and promises, art thou not ready yet to 
turn and live? Oh that thy eyes, thy heart were 
opened to know how fair an offer is now made to 
thee ! and what a joyful message it is that we are 
sent on, to bid thee come, for all things are ready. 

2. Consider also what calls thou hast to turn and 
live. How many, how loud, how earnest, how 
dreadful, and yet what encouraging, joyful calls ! 

For the principal inviter, it is God himself. He 
that commandeth heaven and earth, commandeth 
thee to turn ; and presently without delay to turn. 
He commands the sun to run its course and to rise 
upon thee every morning; and though it be so 
glorious a creature, and many times bigger than 
all the earth, yet it obeyeth him, and faoleth not 
one minute of its appointed time. He commandeth 
all the planets and the orbs of heaven, and they 
obey ; he commandeth the sea to ebb and flow, and 
the whole creation to keep its course, and all obey 
him. The angels of heaven obey his will, when he 
sends them to minister to such silly worms as we 
on earth. And yet if he command but a sinner 
to turn, he will not obey him. He only thinks 
himself wiser than God ; he cavils and pleads the 
cause of sin, and will not away. If the Lord 
Almighty say the word, the heavens and all therein 
obey him ; but if he call but a drunkard out of an 
alehouse, he will not obey ; or if he call a worldly, 
fleshly sinner to deny himself, and mortify the flesh, 
and set his heart on a better inheritance, he will 
not obey.. 

If thou hadst any love in thee, thou wouldst 
know the voice, and say, " Oh this is my Fathffi!^% 
call ! how can I find in my heart \j^ ^\&o\>e^'\ ^<2bc 
iJie sheep of ChnBt do know and \ieax V\a NoVi»?» 
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and they follow him, and he giveth them eternal 
life." If thou hadst any spiritual life and sense 
in thee, at least thou wouldst say, This call is 
the dreadful voice of God, and who dare dis- 
obey; for saith the prophet, "The lion hath 
roared ; who- will not fear ? " God is not as 
man that thou shouldst dally and play with him. 
Remember what he said to Paul at his conver- 
sion, '^It is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks." Wilt thou yet go on and despise his 
word, and resist his Spirit, and stop thine ear 
against his call? Who is it that will have the 
worst of this I Dost thou know whom thou dis- 
obeyest and contendest with, and what thou art 
doing ? it were a far wiser and easier task for thee 
to contend with the thorns, and spurn them with 
thy bare feet, and beat them with thy bare hands, 
or put thy head into the burning fire. " Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked." Whoever else will 
be mocked, God will not : you had better play with 
the fire in your thatch, than with the fire of his 
burning wrath ; for our God is a consuming fire." 
Oh how unmeet a match art thou for God ! " It 
is a fearful thing to fall into his hands," and there- 
fore it is a fearful thing to contend with him or 
resist him. As you love your souls, take heed what 
you do. What will you say, if he begin in wrath 
to plead with you ? What will you do, if he take 
you once in hand ? Will you then strive against 
his judgment, as now ye do against his grace 1 
Saith the Lord, "Fury is not in me;" that is, ] 
delight not to destroy you ; I do it as it were un 
willingly : but yet, " who would set the briers an( 
tborna against me in battle'^. \ ^o\3\sSl ^q througl 
them; I Tvould bum tkiem ^^^'eiOtiet^ ^T\^\.\is 
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take hold of my strength, that he may make peace 
with me, and he shall make- peace with me." It is 
an unequal combat for the briers and stubble to 
make war with the fire. 

And thus you see who it is that calleth you, that 
should move you to hear his call and turn : so con- 
sider also by what instruments, and how often and 
how earnestly, he doth it. 

1. Every leaf of th^ blessed book of God hath as 
it were a voice, and calls out unto thee, " Turn and 
live; turn, or thou wilt die," How canst thou 
open it, and read a leaf or hear a chapter, and not 
perceive that God bids thee turn % 

2. It is the voice of every sermon that thou 
hearest : for what else is the scope and drift of all, 
but to call, and penniade, and entreat thee to turn ? 

3. It is the voice of many a motion of the Spirit, 
that secretly speaks over these words again, and 
urgeth thee to turn. 

i. It is likely sometimes it is the voice of thine 
own conscience. Art thou not sometimes convinced 
that all is not well with thee ? and doth notconscience 
tell thee that thou must be a new man, and take a 
new course ; and often call upon thee to turn ? 

5. It is the voice of the gracious examples of the 
godly. When thou seest them live a heavenly life, 
and fly from the sin which is thy delight, this really 
calls on thee to turn. 

6. It is the voice of all the works of God. For 
they also are God^s books that teach thee this 
lesson, by showing thee his greatness, and wisdom, 
and goodness, and calling thee to observe them, 
and admire the Creator; ''The heavens dftQ\ax<i\S\^ 
glory of God, and the firmament a\iovf ^\5a.\i\^V«ftS^- 
work; day unto day utter eib. ap^ec\ii» m^V^ ^iS5^ft 
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night showeth knowledge." Every time the i 
riseth upon thee, it really calleth thee to turn ; 
if it should say, " What do I travel and comj 
the world for, but to declare to men the glor 
their Maker, and to light them to do bis wo: 
and do I still find thee doing the work of sin, 
sleeping out thy life in negligence? Aw 
thou that sleepest, and arise ^m the dead, 
Christ shall give thee light." "The nighl 
spent, the day is at hand: it is now 1; 
time to awake out of sleep: let us therel 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 
armour of light. Let us walk honestly as in 
day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in ch: 
bering and wantonness, not in strife and envyi 
but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and mak( 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts there 
This text was the means of Augustine's convers 
7. It is the voice of every mercy thou dost poss 
If thou couldst but hear and tmderstand them, 1 
all cry unto thee. Turn. Why doth the ej 
bear thee, but to seek and serve the Lord t T 
doth it afford thee its fruit, but to server h 
Why doth the air afford thee breath, but to si 
him ? Why do all the creatures serve thee i 
their labours and their lives, but that thou migl 
serve the Lord of them and thee ? Why dot! 
give thee time, and health, and strength, bu 
serve him? Why hast thou meat, and drink, 
clothes, but for his service? Hast thou any tl 
which thou hast not received ? And if thou c 
receive them, it is reasonable thou shouldst betl 
thee from whom, and to what end and use, 1 
didst receive them. Didat iXiow. tyc^n^t cr^ \jci 
for help in thy dislTessI and ^d«X \>clq\x ti^x 
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understand that it was thy part to turn and serve 
him if he would deliver thee ? He hath done hia 
part, and spared thee yet longer, and tried thee 
another and another year ; and yet dost thou not 
turn 1 You know the parable of the unfruitful fig- 
tree. When the Lord had said, Cut it down, why 
cumbereth it the ground 1 he was entreated to try 
it one yeair longer, and then, if it proved not fruitful, 
to cut it down. Christ himself there makes the 
application twice over, " Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish." How many years hath God 
looked for the fruits of love and hohness from thee, 
and hath found none ! and yet he hath spared thee. 
How many a time, by thy wilful ignorance, and, care- 
lessness, and disobedience, hast thou provoked justice 
to say, Cut him down, why cumbereth he the 
ground ? and yet mercy hath prevailed, and patience 
hath forborne the killing blow to this day. If thou 
hadst the understanding of a man within thee, thou 
wouldst know that all this calleth thee to turn. 
'^ Dost thou think thou shalt still escape the judg- 
ment of God ? or despisest thou the riches of his 
goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance? but after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the 
day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, who will render to every man accord- 
ing to his deeds." 

8. Moreover, it is the voice of every affliction to 
call thee to make haste and turn. Sickness and 
pain cry. Turn ; and poverty, and loss of frie^ds, 
and every twig of the chastising rod cry, Turn'> at\5l 
yet wilt thou not hearken to the caW.*^ TV^^^V^sfi^^^^ 
come near thee, aJid made thee ie<^\ XJt^'^^ \iaa^ 
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made thee groan, and can they not make thee 
tmn? 

9. The very frame of thy nature and being itself 
bespeaketh thy return. Why hast thou reason, but 
to rule thy flesh, and serve thy Lord ? Why hast 
thou an understanding soul, but to learn and know 
his will, and do it? Why hast thou a heart within 
thee, that can love, and fear, and desire, but that 
thou shouldst fear him, and love him, and desire 
after him ? 

10. Yea, thine own engagements by promise to 
the Lord, do call upon thee to turn and serve him. 
Thou hast bound thyself to him to renounce the 
world, the flesh, and the devil : this thou hast con- 
firmed by the profession of Christianity, and re- 
newed it at sacraments, and in times of affliction; 
and wilt thou promise and vow, and never perform, 
and turn to God ? 

Lay all these together now, and see what should 
be the issue. The holy Scriptures call upon thee to 
turn ; the ministers of Christ do call upon thee to 
turn ; the Spirit cries. Turn ; thy conscience cries, 
Turn ; the godly, by persuasions and examples, cry, 
Turn ; the whole world and all the creatures therein 
that are presented to thy consideration cry. Turn ; 
the patient forbearance of God cries, Turn ; all the 
mercies which thou receivest cry. Turn ; the rod of 
God's chastisement cries. Turn ; thy reason and the 
frame of thy nature bespeaks thy turning ; and so 
do aU thy promises to God : and yet art thou not 
resolved to turn ? 

3. Moreover, poor hard-hearted sinner ! didst 
thou ever consider upon what terms thou standest 
all this while with him who calleth on thee to turn ? 
Thou art his own, and owest him thyself and all 
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thou hast ; and may he not command his own. Thou 
art his absolute servant, and should serve no other 
master. Thou standest at his mercy, and thy life 
is in his hand ; and he is resolved to save thee upon 
no other terms. Thou hast many malicious spiritual 
enemies, that would be glad if God would but for- 
sake thee, and let them alone with thee, and leave 
thee to their will: how quickly would they deal 
with thee in another manner ! and thou canst not 
be delivered from them but by turning unto God. 
Thou art fallen under his wrath by thy sin already ; 
and thou knowest not how long his patience will 
yet wait. Perhaps this is the last year, perhaps the 
last day. His sword is even at thy heart, while the 
word is in thine ear ; and if thou turn not, thou art 
a dead and undone man. Were thine eyes but open 
to see where thou stcmdest, even upon the brink of 
hell, and to see how many thousands are there 
already who did not turn, thou wouldst see that it 
is time to look about thee. 

Well, sirs, look inwards now and tell me, how 
are your hearts affected with these offers of the 
Lord ? You hear what is his mind ; he delighteth 
not in your death : he calls to you, Turn, turn ; it 
is a fearful sign, if all this move thee not, or if it 
do but half move thee ; and much more if it make 
thee more careless in thy misery, because thou 
hearest of the mercifulness of God. The working 
of the medicine will partly tell us whether there be 
any hope of the cure. Oh what glad tidings would 
it be to those who are now in hell, if they had but 
such a message from God I what a joyful word 
would it be to hear this, turn and live : yea, what 
a welcome word would it be to thyself, when thou 
hast felt that wrath of God but an hour ! or, if 
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after a thousand, or ten thousand years' torment, 
thou couldst but hear such a word from God, Turn 
and live. And yet wilt thou now neglect it, and 
suffer us to return without our errand I 

Behold, sinners, we are sent here as the messen- 
gers of the Lord, to set before you life and death. 
What say yout Which of them will you choose? 
Christ standeth, as it were, by thee, with heaven in 
one hand, and hell in the other, and offereth thee 
thy choice : which wilt thou choose ? " The voice 
of the Lord maketh the rocks to tremble," and is it 
nothing to hear him threaten thee, if thou wilt not 
turn? Dost thou not understand and feel this 
voice, "Turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die?" 
Why, it is the voice of love, of infinite love, of thy 
best and kindest friend, as thou mightest easily 
perceive by the motion ; and yet canst thou neglect 
it? It is the voice of pity and compassion. The 
Lord seeth whither thou art going better than thou 
dost, which makes him call after thee. Turn, turn. 
He seeth what will become of thee, if thou turn 
not. He thinketh with himself, "Ah, this poor 
sinner will cast himself into endless torments, if he 
do not turn; I must in justice deal with him 
according to my righteous law ;" and therefore he 
calleth after thee, Turn, turn, O sinner! If you 
did but know, the thousandth part as well as God 
doth, the danger that is near you, and the misery 
that you are running into, we should have no more 
need to call after you to turn. 

Moreover, this voice, which calletli to thee, is the 
same that hath prevailed with thousands already, 
and called all to heaven that are now there ; and 
they would not now for a thousand worlds that 
they had made light of it, and not turned to God. 
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Now what are they possessing that turned to God's 
call? Now they perceive that it was indeed the 
voice of love, that meant them no more harm than 
their salvation ; and if thou wilt obey the same 
call, thou shalt come to the same happiness. There 
are millions that must for ever lament that they 
turned not; but there is never a soul in heaven 
that is sorry that they were converted. 

Well, sirs, are you yet resolved, or are you not? 
Do I need to say any more to you ? What will 
you do ? Will you turn or not ? Speak, man, in 
thy heart to God, though thou speak not out to me : 
speak, lest he take thy silence for a denial. Speak 
'quickly, lest he never make thee the like offer more. 
Speak, resolvedly, and not waveringly : for he will 
have no indifferents to be his followers. Say in thy 
heart now without any more delay, even before 
thou stir hence, By the grace of God, I am resolved 
presently to turn. And because I know my own 
insufficiency, I am resolved to wait on God for his 
grace, and to follow him in his ways, and forsake 
my former courses and companions, and give up 
myself to the guidance of the Lord. 

Sirs, you are not shut up in the darkness of 
heathenism, nor in the desperation of the damned. 
Life is before you ; and you may have it on reason- 
able terms if you vnll ; yea, on free cost if you will 
accept it. The way of God lieth plain before you ; 
the Church is open to you ; the company of the 
godly is open to you ; you may have Christ, and 
pardon, and holiness, if you will. What say you ? 
Will you, or will you not ? If you say nay, or say 
nothing and still go on, God is witness, and your 
own consciences are witnesses, how fair an offer you 
had this day. Remember, you might have had 
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Christ, and would not. Remember, wben yon have 
lost it, that you might have had eternal life as well 
as others, and would not; and all because joa 
would not turn. 

But let us come to the next doctrine^ end hear 
your reasons. 

Doct. 6. The Lord condescendeth to reason the 
case with unconverted sinners, and to ask them 
why they will die t 

A strange disputation it is, both as to the contro- 
versy, and as to the disputants. 

I. The controversy, or question propounded to 
dispute of, is, Why wicked men will damn them- 
selves? Or, Why they will rather die than tumf 
Whether they have any sufficient reason for so 
doing? 

U. The disputants are God and man ; the most 
holy God, and wicked unconverted sinners. 

Is it not a strange thing, which God doth seem 
here to suppose, that any man should be willing to 
die and be damned ? Yea, that this should be the 
case of all the wicked ; that is, of the greatest part 
of the world ? But, you wiU say, this cannot be ; 
for nature desireth the preservation and felicity 
of itself, and the wicked are more selfish than 
others, and not less ; and, therefore, bow can anj 
man be willing to be damned? To which I 
answer, — 

It is a certain truth that no man can be willing 
to have any evil, as evil, but only as it hath some 
appearance of good; much less can any man be 
willing to be eternally tormented. Misery, as such, 
is desired by none. But yet, for all that, it is most 
true which God here teaches us, that the cause why 
the wicked die and are damned is, because they 
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will die and be damned. And this is true in several 
respects. 

1. Because they will go the way that leads to 
hell, though they are told by God and man whither 
it goes and where it ends; and though God hath so 
often professed in his word, that if they hold on in 
that way they shall be condemned, and that they 
shall not be saved unless they turn ; " There is no 
peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked." "The 
way of peace they know not ; there is no judgment 
in their going: they have made them crooked 
paths ; whosoever goeth therein shall not know 
peace." They have the word and the oath of the 
living God for it, that if they will not turn, they 
shall not enter into his rest. And yet wicked they 
are, and wicked they will be, let God and man say 
what they will ; fleshly they are, and fleshly they 
will be ; worldlings they are, and worldlings they 
will be ; though God hath told them, that the love 
of the world is enmity to God, and that, '* If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him." So that consequently these men are willing 
to be damned, though not directly; they are willing 
to go the way of hell, and love the certain cause 
of their torment, though they be not willing to go 
to hell itself, and do not love the pain which they 
must endure. 

Is not this the truth of your case, sinners? You 
would not bum in hell; but you will kindle the fire 
by your sins, and cast yourselves into it. You 
would not be tormented with devils for ever, but 
you will do that whicji will certainly procure it, in 
despite of all that ca& be said against it. It is just 
as if you would say, " I will drink this poison, but 
yet I will not die. I will cast myself headlong 
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from the top of a steeple, but jet I will not kill 
myself. I will thrust this knife into my heart, but 
yet I will not take away my life. I will put this 
fire into the thatch of my house, but yet I will not 
burn it." Just so it is with wicked men; they 
will be wicked; and they will live after the flesh 
and the world, and yet they would not be damned. 
But do you not know that the means do lead unto 
the end, and that God hath by his righteous law 
concluded that ye mus^ repent or perish I He 
that will take poison may as well say plainly, I will 
kill myself ; for it will prove.no better in the end: 
though perhaps he loves it for the sweetness of the 
sugar that was mixed with it, and would not be 
persuaded that it was poison, but that he might 
take it and do well enough ; but it is not his con- 
ceits and confidence that will save his life. So, if 
you will be drunkards, or fornicators, or worldlings, 
or live after the flesh, you may as well say plainly, 
We will be damned ; for so you shall be, unless 
you turn. Would you not rebuke the folly of a 
thief or murderer, that would say, I will steal and 
kill, but I will not be hanged, when he knows that 
if he do the one, the judge in justice will see that 
the other be done; if he say, I will steal and 
murder, he may as well say plainly, I will be 
hanged. So, if you will go on in a carnal life, you 
may as well say plainly. We will go to helL 

2. Moreover, the wicked will not uge those 
means, without which there is no hope of their 
salvation. He that will not eat may as well say 
plainly, he will not live, unless he can tell how to 
live without meat ; he that will not go his journey, 
may as well say plainly, he will not come to the 
end ; he that falls into the water, and will not come 



L CALL TO THE UNCONVERTED. 83 

out, nor suffer another to help him out, may as well 
say plainly, he will be drowned; so, if you be 
carnal and ungodly, and will not be converted, nor 
use the means by which you should be converted, 
but think it more ado than needs, you may as well 
say plainly, you will be damned ; for, if you have 
found out a way to be saved without conversion, 
you have done that which was never done before. 

3. Yea, this is not all, but the wicked are not 
desirous even of salvation itself. Though they 
may desire somewhat which they call by the name 
of heaven, yet heaven itself, considered in the true 
nature of its felicity, they desire not ; yea, their 
hearts are quite against it. Heaven is a state of 
perfect holiness, and of a continual love and praise 
to God, and the wicked have no heart to this. The 
i mperf ect love, and praise, and holiness, which are 
here to be attained, they have no mind of ; much 
less of that which is so much greater. The joys of 
heaven are of so pure and spiritual a nature, that 
the heart of the wicked cannot desire them. 

So that by this time you may see on what ground 
it is that God supposeth that the wicked are will- 
ing of their own destruction ; they will rather ven- 
ture on certain misery than be converted : and then, 
to quiet themselves in their sins, they will make them- 
selves believe that they shall nevertheless escape. 

And as this controversy is matter of wonder, that 
even men should be such enemies to themselves as 
wilfully to cast away their souls, so are the dis- 
putants too. That God should stoop so low as thus 
to plead the case with men : and that men should 
be so strangely blind and obstinate as to need all 
this on so plain a case ; yea, and to resist all this, 
when their own salvation lieth upon the issue I 
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No wonder thej will not hear ns that are men, 
when they will not hear the Lord himself : as God 
saith when he sent the prophet to the Israelites, 
'^ The house of Israel will not hearken unto thee, 
for they will not hearken unto me; for all the 
house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted." 
No wonder if they can plead against a mini- 
ster, or a godly neighbour, when they will 
plead against the Lord himself, even against the 
plainest passages of his word, and think that they 
have reason on their side. When they weary the 
Lord with their words, they say, " Wherein have 
we wearied him ?" The priests, that despised his 
name, durst ask, Wherein have we despised thy 
name? And when they polluted his altar, and 
made the tables of the Lord contemptible, they durst 
say, "Wherein have we polluted thee V* But "Woe 
unto him," saith the Lord, " that striveth with his 
Maker ; let the potsherd strive with the potsherds 
of the earth : shall the clay say to him that 
fashioneth it, What makest thou V 

Quest. But why is it that God will reason the 
cause with man ? 

Ans. 1. Because that man being a reasonable 
creature, is accordingly to be dealt with, and by 
reason to be persuaded and overcome. Grod hadi 
therefore endowed them with reason, that they 
might use it for him. One would think a reasonable 
creature should not go against the clearest and great- 
est reason in the world, when it is set before him. 

2. At least, men shall see that God did require 
nothing of them that was unreasonable, but that, 
whatever he commandeth them, and whatever he 
f orbiddeth them, he hath all the right reason in the 
world on his side : and they have good reason to 
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bey him, but none to disobey. And thus even 
tie damned shall be forced to justify God, and 
onfess that it was but reasonable that they should 
ave turned to him ; and they shall be forced to 
ondemn themselves, and confess that they had 
ttle reason to cast themselves away by the neglect 
f his grace in the day of their visitation. 

Look up your best and strongest reasons, sinners, 
• you will make good your way. You see now 
nth whom you have to deal. What sayest, thou, 
nconverted, sensual wretch? Barest thou ven- 
ire upon a dispute with God ? Art thou able to 
onf ute him I Art thou ready to enter the lists ? 
rod asketh thee. Why wilt thou die! Art thou 
jmished with a sufficient answer? Wilt thou 
iidertake to prove that God is mistaken, and that 
lou art in the right? Oh what an undertaking is 
lat ! Why, either he or you are mistaken, when 
e is for your conversion, and you are against it. 
le calls upon you to tiim, and you will not ; he 
ids you do it presently, even to-day, while it is 
ailed to-day ; and you delay, and think it time 
nough hereafter. He saith it must be a total 
dange, and you must be holy, and new creatures, 
nd born again ; and you think that less may serve 
le turn, and that it is enough to patch up the old 
jan, without becoming new. Who is in the right 
ow ? God or you ? God calleth on you to turn, 
nd to live a holy life, and you will not : by your 
isobedient lives, it appears you will not. If you 
rill, why do you not ? Why have you not done it 
U this while ? and why do you not fall upon it yet ? 
'our wills have the command of your lives. We 
lay certainly conclude that you are unwilling to 
am, when you do not turn. And why wiU you 

H 
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not? Can you give any reason for it, that is 
worthy to be called a reason I 

I, that am but a worm, your fellow-creature, of a 
shallow capacity, dare challenge the wisest of yoa 
all to reason the case with me, while I plead mj 
Makers cause : and I need not be discouraged, 
when I know I plead but the cause that God 
pleadeth, and contend for him w&o will have the 
best at last. Had I but these two general grounds 
against you, I am sure that you have no good 
reason on your side. 

1. I am sure it can be no good reason, which is 
against the God of truth and reason. It cannot be 
light that is contrary to the sun. There is no 
knowledge in any creature but what it had from 
God ; and therefore none can be wiser than God. 
It were fatal presumption for the highest angel to 
compare with his Creator: what is it then for a 
lump of dirt, an ignorant sot, who knoweth not 
himself nor his own soul, who knoweth but little 
of the things which he seeth, yea, that is more 
ignorant than many of his neighbours, to set 
himself against the wisdom of the L»ord! It 
is one of the fullest discoveries of the horrible 
wickedness of carnal man, and the stark madness of 
such as sin, that so silly a mole dare contradict his 
Maker, and call in question the word of God : yea, 
that those people in our parishes, who are so igno- 
rant that they cannot give us a reasonable answer 
concerning the very principles of religion, are yet 
so wise in their own conceit, that they daxe ques- 
tion the plainest truths of God: yea, contradict 
them and cavil against them; when they can scarce 
speak sense, and will believe them no further than 
agreeth with their foolish wisdom. 
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2. And as I know that God must needs be in the 
right, so I know the case is so palpable and gross 
which he pleadeth against, that no man can have 
reason for it. Is it possible that a man can have 
any reason to break his master's laws, and reason 
to dishonour the Lord of Glory, and reason to abuse 
the Lord that bought him ? Is it possible that a 
man can have any good reason to damn his own 
immortal soul? Mark the Lord's question, " Turn 
ye, turn ye ; why will ye die ? " Is eternal death 
a thing to be desired f Are you in love with hell ? 
What reason have you wilfully to perish f If you 
think you have reason to sin, should you not re- 
member " that death is the wages of sin," and 
think whether you have any reason to undo your- 
selves, body and soul, for ever? You should not 
only ask whether you love the adder, but whether 
you love the sting ? It is such a thing for a man 
to cast away his everlasting happiness, and to sin 
against God, that no good reason can be given for 
it; but the more any one pleads for it, the more 
mad he showeth himself to be. Had you a lord- 
ship or a kingdom offered you for every sin that 
you commit, it were not reason, but madness, to 
accept it. Could you by every sin obtain the 
highest thing on earth that flesh desireth, it were 
no considerable value to persuade you in reason to 
commit it. If it were to please your greatest or 
dearest friends, or to obey the greatest prince on 
earth, or to save your lives, or to escape the greatest 
earthly misery, all these are of no consideration to 
draw a man in reason to the committing of one sin. 
If it were a right hand or a right eye that would 
hinder your salvation, it is the most gainful way to 
cajst it away, rather than go to hell to save it; for 
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there is no saving a part when you lose the whole. 
So exceedingly great are the matters of eternity, 
that nothing in this world deserveth once to be 
named in comparison with them: nor can any 
earthly thing, though it were life, or crowns, or 
kingdoms, be a reasonable excuse for the neglect of 
matters of such high and everlasting consequence. 
A man can have no reason to cross his ultimate end. 
Heaven is such a thing, that, if you lose it, nothing 
can supply the want, or make up your loss; and 
hell is such a thing, that, if you suffer it, nothing 
can remove your misery, or give you ease and com- 
fort ; and therefore nothing can be a valuable con- 
sideration to excuse you for neglecting your own sal- 
vation; for, saith our Saviour, "What shall it profit 
a man to win all the world, and lose his own soult** 
Oh, sirs, that you did but know what matters 
they are that we are now speaking to you of ! The 
saints in heaven have other kind of thoughts of 
these things. If the devil could come to them that 
live in the sight and love of God, and should offer 
them a cup of ale, or merry company, or sports to 
entice them away from God and glory, I pray you 
tell me, how do you think they would entertain the 
motion? Nay, or if he should offer them to be 
kings on the earth do you think this would entice 
them down from heaven? Oh with what hatred 
and holy scorn would they disdain and reject the 
motion ! And why should not you do so, who have 
heaven opened to your faith, if you had but faith 
to see it ! There is never a soul in hell but knows, 
by this time, that it was a mad exchange to let go 
heaven for fleshly pleasure, and that it is not a 
little mirth, or pleasure, or worldly riches, or 
honour, or the good will or word of men, that will 
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quench hell-fire, or make him a saver that loseth 
his soul. Oh if you had heard what I believe, if 
you had seen what I believe, and that on the credit 
of the word of God, you would say there can be no 
reason to warrant a man to damn his soul; you 
durst not sleep quietly another night before you 
had resolved to turn and live. 

If you see a man put his hand into the fire till 
it burn off, you will marvel at it ; but this is a thing 
that a man may have reason for ; as Bishop Cran- 
mer had when he burnt off his hand for subscribing 
to popery. If you see a man cut off a leg or an 
arm, it is a sad sight ; but this is a thing that a 
man may have good reason for : as many a man 
doth to save his life. If you see a man give his 
body to be burnt to ashes, and to be tormented with 
the rack, and refuse deliverance when it is offered; 
this is a hard case to flesh and blood : but this a 
man may have good reason for : as many hundred 
martyrs have done. But for a man to forsake the 
Lord that made him, and for a man to run into the 
fire of hell, when he is told of it, and entreated to 
turn that he may be saved ; this a thing that can 
have no reason in the world, that is reason indeed, 
to justify or excuse it. For heaven will pay for the 
loss of any thing that we can lose to get it, or for 
any labour which we bestow for it. But nothing 
can pay for the loss of heaven. 

I beseech you now let this word come nearer to 
your hearts. As you are convinced that you have 
no reason to destroy yourselves, so tell me what 
reason have you to refuse to turn, and live to God. 
What reason hath the veriest worldling, or drunkard, 
or ignorant careless sinner of you all, why you 
should not be as holy as any you know> and be as 

h2 ^ 
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careful for your souls as any other ? Will not hell 
be as hot to you as to others ? Should not your 
own souls be as dear to you as theirs to them? 
Hath not God as much authority over you 1 Why 
then will you not become a sanctified people as well 
as they ? 

Oh, sirs, when God bringeth the matter down to 
the very principles of nature, and shows you that 
you have no more reason to be ungodly, than you 
have to damn your own souls ; if yet you will not 
understand and turn, it seems a desperate case that 
you are in. 

And now either you have reason for what you do 
or you have not. If not ; will you go on against 
reason itself ? will you do that which you have no 
reason for? but if you think you have, produce 
them, and make the best of your matter. Reason 
the case a little with me your fellow-creature, which 
is far easier than to reason the case with God. 
Tell me, man, here before the Lord, as if thou wert 
to die this hour, why shouldst thou not resolve to 
turn this day, before thou stir from the place thou 
standest in ? What reason hast thou to deny, or 
to delay? Hast thou any reason that satisfieth 
thine own conscience for it ; or any that thou darest 
own and plead at the bar of God ; if thou hast, let 
us hear them ; bring them forth, and make them 
good. But alas, what poor stuff, what nonsense 
instead of reason do we daily hear from ungodly 
men ! But for their necessity I should be ashamed 
to name them. 

Obj, 1. One saith, If none shall be saved but such 
converted and sanctified ones as you talk of, then 
heaven would be but empty, then God help a great 
many. 
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Ans. What ! it seems you think that God doth 
not know, or else that he is not to be believed. 
Measure not all by yourselves. God hath thou- 
sands and millions of his sanctified ones ; but yet 
they are few in comparison of the world, as Christ 
himself hath told us. It better beseems you to 
make that use of this truth which Christ teacheth 
you : "Strive to enter in at the strait gate ; for 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it : but 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat." " Fear not, little flock," saith Christ to 
his sanctified ones, " for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom." 

Obj, 2. I am sure, if such as I go to hell, we shall 
have store of company. 

Ans, And will that be any ease or comfort to 
you ? or do you think you" may not have company 
enough in heaven ? Will you be undone for com- 
pany? or will you not believe that God will 
execute his threatenings, because there be so many 
that are guilty ? All these are silly, unreasonable 
conceits. 

Obj. 3. But are not all men sinners, even the 
best of you all ? 

Ans. But all are not unconverted sinners. The 
godly live not in gross sins ; and their very infirm- 
ities are their grief and burden, which they daily 
long, and pray, and strive to be rid of. Sin hath 
not dominion over them. 

Obj. 4. I do not see that professors are any better 
than other men ; they will overreach, and oppress, 
and are as covetous as any. 

Ans. Whatever hypocrites are, it is not so with 
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those that are sanctified. God hath thousands and 
ten thousands that are otherwise ; though the 
malicious world doth accuse them of what they can 
never prove, and of that which never entered into 
their hearts. And commonly they charge them 
with heart-sins, which none can see but God; 
because they can charge them with no such wicked- 
ness in their lives, as they are guilty of them- 
selves. 

Obj, 5. But I am no whoremonger, nor drunkard, 
nor oppressor, and therefore why should you call 
upon me to be converted I 

Ans, As if you were not bom aftei the flesh, and 
had not lived after the flesh as well as others 1 Is 
it not as great a sin as any of these, for a man to 
have an earthly mind, and to love the world ahove 
God, and to have an unbelieving, unhumbled heart? 
nay, let me tell you more, that many persons who 
avoid disgraceful sins, are as fast glued to the 
world, and as much slaves to the flesh, and as strange 
to God, and averse to heaven in their more civil 
course, as others are in their more shameful, notori- 
ous sins. 

Ohj, 6. But I mean nobody any harm, nor do any 
harm: why then should God condemn me? 

Ans. Is it no harm to neglect the Lord who 
made thee, and the work for which thou earnest into 
the world, and to prefer the creature before the 
Creator, and to neglect the grace that is daily 
offered thee ? It is the depth of thy sinfulness to 
be so insensible of it. The dead feel not that they 
are dead. If once thou wert made alive thou 
wouldst see more amiss in thyself, and marvel at 
thyself for making so light of it. 

Obj, 7. I think you would make men mad under 
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pretence of converting them : it is enough to rack 
the brains of simple people, to muse so much on 
matters too high for them. 

Ans. 1. Can you be more mad than you are 
already 1 Or at least can there b^a more dangerous 
madness, than to neglect your everlasting welfare, 
and wilfully undo yourselves ? 2. A man is never 
well in his mind till he be converted. He never 
knows God, nor knows sin, nor knows Christ, nor 
knows the world, nor himself, nor what his business 
is on earth, so as to set himself about it, till he be 
converted. The Scripture saith that the wicked are 
unreasonable men, and that the wisdom of the 
world is foolishness with God. It is said of the 
prodigal, that when he came to himself, he resolved 
to return. It is a wise world when men will dis- 
obey God, and run to hell for fear of being out of 
their senses. 

2. What is there in the work that Christ calls 
you to, that should drive a man out of his senses ? 
Is it the loving of God and calling upon him, and 
comfortable thinking of the glory to come, and the 
forsaking of our sins, and loving one another, and 
delighting ourselves in the service of God ? Are 
these such things as should make men mad ? 

3. And whereas you say that these matters are 
too high for us, you accuse God himself for making 
this our work, and giving us his word, and com- 
manding all that will be blessed to meditate in it 
day and night. Are the matters which we are made 
for and which we live for, too high for us to meddle 
with ? This is plainly to unman us, and to make 
beasts of us, as if we were like those who must 
meddle with no higher matters than what belongs 
to flesh and earth. If heaven be too high for y( 
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to think on and provide for, it will be too Hgli for 
you ever to possess. 

4. If God should sometimes suffer any weak- 
headed person to be distracted by thiiiing of 
eternal diings, this is because they misunderstand 
them, and run without a guide ; and of the two, I 
had rather be in the case of such a one, than of the 
mad, unconverted world, who take tbeir distraction 
to be their wisdom. 

Ohj, 8. I do not think that God cares so much 
what men think, or speak, or do, as to make so 
great a matter of it. 

Arts, It seems then you take the word of Grod to 
be false ; and then what will you believe ? But 
your own reason might teach you better, if you 
believe not the Scriptures. For you see God set 
not so light by us, but that he vouchsafed to make 
us, and still preserveth us, and daily upholdeth us, 
and provideth for us : and will any wise man make 
a curious frame for nothing! Will you make or 
buy a clock or watch, and daily look to it, and not 
care whether it go wright or wrong ? Surely if you 
believe not in a particular eye of Providence observ- 
ing your hearts and lives, you cannot believe or 
expect any particular providence to observe your 
wants and troubles, to relieve you. And if God 
had so little cared for you as you imagine, you 
would never have lived till now. A hundred 
diseases would have striven which should first 
destroy you. Yea, the devils would have haunted 
you, and fetched you away alive, as the great fishes 
devour the less, and as ravenous birds and beasts 

^T fL ""'-^ ^""^ ''^^^^ ^^^^ tt^at God made 
k wa! Lfrpl^^'f """uV^^^ ,«^d if he made him for any, 
It was surely for himself. And can you think he 
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cares not whether his ends be accomplished, and 
whether we do the work that we are made for I 

Yea, by this atheistical objection, you make God 
to have made and upheld all the world in vain. 
For what are all other lower creatures for, but for 
man? What doth the earth, but bear us and 
nourish us ? and the beasts do serve us with their 
labours and lives ; and so of the rest. And hath 
God made so glorious a habitation, and set man to 
dwell in it, and made all his servants; and now doth 
he look for nothing at his hands ? nor care how he 
thinks, or speaks, or lives 1 This is unreasonable. 

Obj. 9. It was a better world when men did not 
make so much ado in religion. 

Ans, It hath ever been the custom to praise the 
times past. That world which you speak of was 
wont to say. It was a better world in their fore- 
fathers' days, and so did they of their forefathers. 
This is but an old custom ; because we all feel the 
evil of our own times, but we see not that which 
was before us. 

Perhaps you speak as you think. Worldlings 
think the world is at the best when it is agreeable 
to their minds; and when they have most mirth 
and worldly pleasure. And I doubt not but the 
devil, as well as you, would say that then it was a 
better world : for then he had more service and less 
disturbance. But the world is at the best, when 
God is most loved, regarded, and obeyed. And 
how else will you know when the world is good or 
bad, but by this f 

Obj. 10. There are so many ways and religions 
that we know not which to be of, and therefore we 
will be even as we are. 

Ans, Because there are many, will you be of that 
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way that you may be sure is wrong? None 
further out of the way than worldly, fleshly, unc 
verted sinners. For they do not only err in thii 
that opinion, as many sects do, but in the \ 
scope and drift of their lives. If you were goir 
journey that your life lay on, would you stop 
turn again, because you met with some cross wj 
or because you saw some travellers go the h< 
way, and some the foot way, and some perl 
break over the hedge, yea, and some miss the w 
or would you not rather be the more carcfu! 
inquire the way? If you have some servants i 
know not how to do your work right, and some ^ 
are unfaithful, would you take it well if any of 
rest would therefore be idle and do you no sen? 
because they see the rest so bad ? 

Ohj. 11. I do not see that it goes any better t 
those that are so godly than with other men. T 
are as poor, and in as much trouble as others. 

Ana. And perhaps in much more, when God i 
it meet. They take not earthly prosperity for t 
wages. They have laid up their treasure and h( 
in another world, or else they are not Christians 
deed. The less they have, the more is behind ; 
they are content to wait till then. 

Ohj. 12. When you have said all that you ca 
am resolved to hope well, and trust in God, anc 
as well as I can, and not make so much ado. 

Ans. 1. Is that doing as well as you can, w 
you will not turn to God, but your heart is aga 
his holy and diligent service? It is as well 
will indeed ; but that is your misery. 

2. My desire is. That you should hope and t 
in God : but for what is it that you will hope ? 
it to be saved if yoili turn and be sanctified ? 
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this you have God's promise ; and therefore hope 
for it and spare not. But if you hope to be saved 
without conversion and a holy life, this is not to 
hope in God, but in Satan, or yourselves. For God 
hath given you no such promise, but told you the 
contrary ; but it is Satan and self-love that made 
you such promises, and raised you to such hopes. 

Well, if these and such as these be all you have 
to say against conversion and a holy life, your all is 
nothing, and worse than nothing. And if these 
and such as these seem reasons sufficient to persuade 
you to forsake God, and cast yourselves into hell, 
the Lord deliver you from such reasons and from 
such blind understandings, and from such senseless, 
hardened hearts. Dare you stand to ever a one of 
these reasons at the bar of God? Do you think 
it will then serve your turn to say, Lord, I did 
not turn because I had so much to do in the 
world, or because I did not like the lives of some 
professors, or because I saw men of so many 
minds. Oh how easily will the light of that day 
confound and shame such reasonings as these I 
Had you the world to look after ? Let the world 
which you served now pay you your wages, and 
save you if it can. Had you not a better world 
to look after first? And were you not commanded 
to seek first God's kingdom and righteousness, 
and promised that other things should be added 
to you? And were you not told, that godliness 
was profitable to all things, having promise of this 
life, and of that which is to come ? Did the sins 
of professors hinder you ? you should rather have 
been the more heedful, and learned by their falls 
to beware, and have been the more careful, and not 
the more careless. It was the Scripture and not 

I 
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their lives, that was your rule. Did the many 
opinions of the world hinder you? Why, the 
Scripture, that was your rule, did teach you but one 
way, and that was the right way. If you had fol- 
lowed that, even in so much as was plain and easy, 
you should never have miscarried. Will not such 
answers as these confound and silence you I If 
these win not, God hath those that will. When ho 
asked the man, " Friend, how earnest thou in hither 
not having a wedding garment V* that is. What dost 
thou in my church among professed Christiaiis, 
without a holy heart and life ? What answer ^d 
he make. Why, the text saith. He was speechless ; 
he had nothing to say. The clearness of the case, 
and the majesty of God, wiU then easily stop the 
mouths of the most confident of you, though you 
will not be put down by anything that we can say 
to you now, but wiU make good your cause, be it 
ever so bad. I know already that never a reason 
which now you can give will do you any good at 
last, when your case must be opened before the Lord 
and all the world. 

Nay, I scarce think that your own consciences 
are well satisfied with your reasons. For if they 
are, it seems then you have not so much as a 
purpose to repent. But if you do purpose to repent, 
it seems you do not put much confidence in your 
reasons which you bring against it. 

What say you yet, unconverted sinners ? Have 
you any good reason to give, why you should not 
turn, and presently turn with all your hearts f or 
will you go to hell in despite of reason itself I Be- 
think you what you do in time ; for it will shortly 
be too late to bethink you. Can you find any fault 
with God, or his work, or wages? Is he a bad 
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master ? Is the devil whom you serve, a better ? or 
is the flesh a better ? Is there any harm in a holy 
life ? Is a life of worldliness and ungodliness better? 
Do you think in your consciences that it would do 
you any harm to be converted, and live a holy life I 
What harm can it do you ? Is it harm to you to 
have the spirit of Christ within you, and to have a 
cleansed, purified heart ? If it be bad to be holy, 
why doth God say, " Be ye holy, for I am holy ? 
Is it evil to be like God ? Is it not said that God 
made man in his image! Why, this holiness is 
his image : this Adam lost, and this Christ by his 
word and Spirit would restore to you, as he doth to 
all that he will save. Why were you baptized into 
the Holy Ghost, as your sanctifier, if you will not 
be sanctified by him, but think it a hurt to you to be 
sanctified? Tell me truly as before the Lord: 
though you are loth to live a holy life, had you not 
rather die in the case of those that do so than 
of others ? If you were to die this day, had you not 
rather die in the case of a converted man, than of 
the unconverted ? of a holy and a heavenly man, 
than of a carnal earthly man f and would you not 
say as Balaam, "Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like his ?" And 
why will you not now be of the mind that you will 
be of then ? First or last you must come to this, 
either to be converted, or wish you had been when 
it is too late. 

But what is it that you are afraid of losing if you 
turn ? Is it your friends ? you will but change 
them : God wSl be your friend, and Christ and the 
Spirit will be your friend and every Christian will 
be your friend. You will get one friend who will 
stand you in more stead than all the friends in the 



100 A CilX TO THE UNCONVEBTED. 

world could have done. The friends you lose 
would have but enticed you to hell ; but could not 
have delivered you : but the friend you get will 
save you from hell, and bring you to his own 
eternal rest. 

Is it your pleasures that you are afraid of losing 1 
You think you shall never have a merry day again, 
if once you be converted. Alas that you should 
think it a greater pleasure to live in foolish sports 
and merriments, and please your flesh, than to 
live in the believing thoughts of glory, and in the 
love of God, and in righteousness and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, in which the state of grace 
consisteth. If it be a greater pleasure to you to 
think of your lands and inheritance (if you were 
lords of aU the country) than it is to a chUd to play 
for pins, why should it not be a greater joy to you 
to think of the kingdom of heaven being yours, than 
of all the riches or pleasures of the world ? As it 
is but foolish childishness that makes children so 
delight in gaudy toys, that they would not leave 
them for all your lands ; so it is but foolish world- 
liness, and ileshliness, and wickedness, that makes 
you so much delight in your houses, and lands, and 
meat> and drink, and ease, and honour, as that you 
would not part with them for the heavenly delights. 
But what will you do for pleasure, when these are 
gone ? Do you not think of that ? When your 
pleasures end in horror, and go out with a stinking 
snuff, the pleasures of the saints are then at the 
best. I have had myself but a little taste of the 
heavenly pleasures in the forethoughts of the blessed 
approaching day, and in the present persuasions of 
the love of God in Christ ; but I have taken too 
deep a draught of earthly p\eaa\ire.a, (^o that you 
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may see, if I be partial, it is on your side,) and yet 
I must profess from that little experience, that there 
is no comparison : there is more joy to be had in a 
day (if the sun of life shine clear upon us) in the 
state of holiness, than in a whole life of sinful 
pleasures. " I had rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness." A day in his courts is better than a 
thousand anywhere else. The mirth of the wicked 
is like the laughter of a madman that knows not 
his own misery. And therefore Solomon saith of 
such laughter, " It is mad : and of mirth. What 
doeth it ? " And " It is better to go to the house 
of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting : 
for that is the end of all men, and the living will 
lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better than laughter : 
for by the sadness of the countenance, the heart ia 
made better. The heart of the wise is in the house 
of mourning ; but the heart of fools is in the house 
of mirth. It is better to hear the rebuke of the 
wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools. For 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the 
laughter of the fool. Your loudest laughter is but 
like that of the man that is tickled; he laughs when 
he hath no cause of joy. And it is a wiser thing for 
a man to give all his estate and his life to be tickled 
to make him laugh, than for you to part with the 
love of God, and the comforts of holiness, and the 
hopes of heaven, and to cast yourselves into dam- 
nation, that you may have your flesh tickled with 
the pleasures of sin for a little while. Judge, as you 
are men, whether this be a wise man's part. It is 
but your carnal, unsanctifled nature that makes a 
holy life seem grievous to you, and a course of sen- 
suality seem more delightful.- If you will but turn, 

i2 
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the Holy Ghost will give you another nature and 
inclination ; and then it will be more pleasant to 
you to be rid of your sin, than now it is to keep it : 
and you will then say, that you knew not what a 
comfortable life was till now, and that it was never 
well with you, till God andholiness were your delight 

Quest. But how cometh it to pass that men 
should be so unreasonable in the matters of salva- 
tion? they have wit enough in other matters; what 
makes them so loth to be converted that there should 
need so many words in so plain a case, and all will 
not do, but the most will live and die unconverted? 

^715. To name them only in a few words, the 
causes are these. 

1. Men are naturally in love with earth and flesh. 
They are born sinners, and their nature hath an 
enmity to God and godliness, as the nature of the 
serpent hath to a man : and when all that we can 
say goes against an habitual inclination of their 
natures, no marvel if it little prevail. 

2. They are in darkness, and know not the very 
things which they hear ; like a man that was born 
blind, and hears a high commendation pf the light : 
but what will hearing do, unless he sees it ? They 
know not what God is, nor what is the power of the 
cross of Christ, nor what the spirit of holiness is, 
nor what it is to live in love by faith : they know 
not the certainty, and suitableness, and excellency 
of the heavenly inheritance. They know not what 
conversion, and a holy mind and conversation is, 
even when they hear of it. They are in a mist of 
ignorance. They are lost and bewildered in sin, 
like a man that hath lost himself in the night, and 
knows not where he is, nor how to come to hiinself 
again, till the daylight do recover him. 
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3. They are wilfully confident that they need no 
conversion, but some partial amendment ; but that 
they are in the way to heaven already, and are con- 
verted when they are not. And if you meet a man 
that is quite out of his way, you may long enough 
call on him to turn back again, if he will not believe 
you that he is out of the way, 

4. They are become slaves to their flesh, and 
drowned in the world to make provision for it. 
Their lusts, and passions, and appetites have dis- 
tracted them, and got such a hand over them, that 
they cannot tell how to deny them, or how to mind 
any thing else. So that the drunkard saith, "I 
love a cup of good drink, and I cannot forbear it." 
The glutton saith, " I love good cheer, and I cannot 
forbear." The fornicator saith, " I love to have 
my lust fulfilled, and I cannot forbear." And the 
gamester loves to have his sports, and he cannot 
forbear. So that they are become even captivated 
slaves to their flesh, and their very wilfulness is 
become an impotency; and what they would not 
do, they say they cannot. And the worldling is so 
taken up with earthly things, that he hath neither 
heart nor mind, nor time for heavenly ; but as in 
Pharaoh's dream, th£ lean kineeat up the fat ones; 
so this lean and barren earth doth eat up all the 
thoughts of heaven. 

5. Some are so carried away by the stream of evil 
company, that they are possessed with hard thoughts 
of a godly life, by hearing them speak against it; or 
at least they think they may venture to do as they 
see most do: and so they hold on in their sinful 
ways. And when one is cut off and cast into hell, 
and another snatched away from among them to the 
same condemnation^ it doth not much daunt them^ 
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because they see not whither they are gone. Poor 
wretches, they hold on in their ungodliness, for all 
this : for they little know that their • companions 
are now lamenting it in torments. In Luke xvi., 
the rich man in hell would fain have had one to 
warn his five brethren, lest they should come to 
the place of torment. It is likely he knew their 
minds and lives, and knew that tiey were hasting 
thither, and little dreamt that he was there, yea and 
would little have believed one that should have told 
them so. I remember an occurrence that a gentle- 
man told me he saw upon a bridge over the Severn. 
A man was driving a fiock of fat lambs, and some- 
thing meeting them, and hindering their passage, 
one of the lambs leaped upon the wall of the bridge, 
and his legs slipping from under him, he fell into 
the stream ; the rest seeing him, did one after 
another leap over the bridge into the stream, and 
were all, or almost all, drowned. Those that were 
behind did little know what was become of those 
that were gone before, but thought they might 
venture to follow their companions ; but as soon as 
ever they were over the wall, and falling headlong, 
the case was altered. Even so it is with uncon- 
verted, carnal men. One dieth by them, and drops 
into hell, and another follows the same way : and 
yet they will go after them, because they think not 
whether they are gone. Oh, but when death hath 
once opened their eyes, and they see what is on the 
other side of the wall, even in another world, then 
what would they give to be where they were ! 

6. Moreover they have a subtle, malicious, enemy, 
that is unseen of them, and plays his game in the 
dark: and it is his principal business to hinder 
their conversion, and therefore to keep them where 
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ey are, by persuading them not to believe the 
;riptures, or not to trouble their minds with these 
atters ; or by persuading them to think ill of a 
idly life, or to think that it is more ado than needs, 
id that they may be saved without conversion, and 
Lthout all this stir ; and that God is so merciful, 
at he will not damn any such as they ; or at least 
at they may stay a little longer, and take their 
easure and follow the word a little longer yet, and 
en let it go, and repent hereafter. And by such 
ggling, deluding cheats as these, the devil keeps 
e most in his captivity, and leadeth them to his 
isery. 

These, and such like impediments as these, do 
jep so many thousands unconverted, when God 
ith done so much, and Christ hath suffered so 
uch, and ministers have said so much, for their 
inversion. When their reasons are silenced, and 
ey are not able to answer the Lord who calls after 
em, " Turn ye, turn ye, why will you die ? " yet 
1 comes to nothing with the greatest part of them ; 
id they leave us no more to do after all, but to sit 
)wn and lament their wilful misery. 

I have now showed you the reasonableness of 
od's commands, and the unreasonableness of 
icked men's disobedience. If nothing will do, but 
en will yet refuse to turn, we are nexX to consider 
> whom it is owing, if they be damned. And this 
•ings me to the last doctrine, which is ; 

Boct 7. That if after all this men will not turn : 

is not owing to God that they are condemned, 
jt of themselves, even their own wilfulness. They 
le because they will die; that is, because they 
ill not turn. 

If you will go to hell, what remedy ? God here 
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acquits himself of your blood ; it shall not lie on 
him, if you be lost. A negligent minister may draw 
it upon him ; and those who encourage you, or hin- 
der you not in sin, may draw it upon them ; but be 
sure of it, it shaU not lie upon God. The Lord 
saith concerning his unprofitable vineyard, " Judge, 
I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What 
could have been done more to my vineyard, than I 
have not done in it ?" When he had planted it in 
a fruitful soil, and '^ fenced it, and gathered out the 
stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest 
vine,'' what should he have done more to it ? He 
hath made you men, and endued you with reason ; 
he hath furnished you with all external necessaries, 
all creatures are at your service ; he hath given you 
a righteous, perfect law ; when you had broke it 
and undone yourselves, he had pity on you, and sent 
his Son by a miracle of condescending mercy to die 
for you, and be a sacrifice for your sins, and he was 
in Christ reconciling the world to himself. The 
Lord Jesus hath made you a deed of gift of himself, 
and eternal life with him, on condition that you will 
but except it, and return. He hath on this reason- 
able condition offered you the free pardon of all 
your sins ; he hath written this in his word, and 
sealed it by his Spirit, and sent it to you by his 
ministers ; they have made the offer to you a 
hundred and a hundred times, and called you to ac- 
cept it, and turn to God. They have in his name 
entreated you, and reasoned the case with you, and 
answered all your frivolous objections. He hath 
long waited on you, and stayed your leisure, and 
suffered you to abuse him to his face. He hath 
mercifully sustained you in the midst of your sins; 
he hath compassed you about with all sorts of 
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mercies. He hath also intermixed afflictions, to 
remind you of your folly and call you to your senses. 
And his Spirit hath been often striving with your 
hearts, and saying there, " Turn sinner, turn to him 
that calleth thee I Whither art thou going ? What 
art thou doing f Do^ thou know what will be the 
end? How long wilt thou hate thy friends, and 
love thine enemies! When wilt thou let go all 
and turn, and deliver up thyself to God, and give 
thy Redeemer the possession of thy soul ? When 
shall it once be? These pleadings have been 
used with thee. And when thou hast delayed, thou 
hast been urged to mlake haste, and God hath 
called to thee, "To-day, while it is called to-day, 
harden not thy heart : why not now without any 
more delay ? " Life hath been set before you ; the 
joys of heaven have been opened to you in the 
gospel; the certainty of them hath been mani- 
fested ; the certainty of the everlasting torments of 
the damned hath been declared to you. Unless 
you would have had a sight of heaven and hell, 
what could you desire more ? Christ has been as 
it were set forth crucified before your eyes, Gal. iii. 
1 , You have been a hundred times told that you 
are but lost men till you come unto him. As often 
as you have been told of the evil of sin, of the 
vanity of sin, the world, and all the pleasures and 
wealth it can afford ; of the shortness and uncer- 
tainty of your lives, and the endless duration of the 
joy or torment of the life to come. All this, and 
more than this have you been told, and told again, 
even till you were weary of hearing it, and till you 
could make the lighter of it, because you had so 
often heard it ; like the blacksmith's dog, that is 
brought by custom to sleep under the noise of the 
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hammers, and when the sparks fly about his ears ; 
and though all this has not converted you, yet you 
are alive, and might have mercy to this day, if you 
had but hearts to entertain it. And now let reason 
itself be judge, whether it be owing to God or you, 
if after all this you be unconverted, and be damned? 
K you die now, it is because you will die. What 
should be said more to you ? or what course should 
be taken, that is more likely to prevail 1 Are you 
able to say and make it good, " We would fain have 
been converted and become new creatures, but we 
could not ; we would fain have forsaken our sins, 
but could not ; we would have changed our com- 
pany, and our thoughts, and our discourse, but we 
could not." Why could you not if you would? 
What hindered you, but the wickedness of your 
hearts ? Who forced you to sin ? or who did hold 
you back from duty? Had not you the same 
teaching, and time, and liberty to be godly as your 
godly neighbours had? why then could not you 
have been godly as well as they ? Were the church 
doors shut against you ? or did you not keep away 
yourselves ? or sit and sleep, or hear as if you did 
not hear f Did God put in any exceptions against 
you in his word, when he invited sinners to return ! 
and when he promised mercy to those who do 
return ? Did he say, " I will pardon all that repent 
except thee?" Did he shut you out from the 
liberty of his holy worship ? Did he forbid you to 
pray to him any more than others ? You know he 
did not. God did not drive you away from him, 
but you forsook him, and ran away yourselves. 
And when he called you to him, you would not 
come. If God had excepted you out of the general 
promise and offer of mercy, or had said to you, 
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'< Stand off, I will have nothing to do with such as 
you, pray not to me, for I will not hear you : if you 
repent ever so much, and cry for mercy ever sa 
much I will not regard you ; ** if God had left you 
nothing to trust to but despcuration, then you had a 
fair excuse. You might have said, '*Ta what end 
should I repent and turn, when it will do no good?" 
But this was not your case. You might have had 
Christ to be your Lord and Saviour, your head and 
husband, as well as others, and you would not: 
because you felt not yourselves sick enough for the 
physician, and because you could not spea^ your 
disease. In your hearts you said as thoser vebets, 
"We will not have this man to reign over us," 
Christ would have gathered you under the wings of 
his salvation, and you would not. What desires c^ 
your welfare did the !Lord express in his holy wwd! 
With what compassion did he stand over you and 
say " Oh that my people had hearkened ini4iO me, 
and Israel had walked in my ways ! " " Oh that 
there were such a heart in them that they would 
fear me, and keep all my comnmndments always, 
that it might be well with them ; and with their 
children for ever ! " " Oh that they were wise, that 
they understood this^ that they would consider their 
latter end!" He would have been your God, and 
done all for you that your souls could well' desire ; 
but you loved the world and your flesh above him, 
and therefore you would not hearken ta him : 
though you complimented with him, and gave him 
high titles, yet when it came to th« ekeing, you 
would have none of him. No marvel then if he gave 
you up to your own hearts' lusts, and yon walked in 
your own counsels. He condescends to reason 
and plead the cause with you, and ask you^ 

K 
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"What is there in me or my service that you 
should be so much against me ? What harm have 
I done thee, sinner ? Have I deserved this unkind 
dealing at thy hand ? Many mercies have I showed 
thee; for which of them dost thou thus despise 
me ? Is it I, or is it Satan that is thy enemy ? Is 
it I, or is it thy carnal self that would undo thee? 
Is it a holy life, or a life of sin that thou hast 
cause to fly from ? If thou be undone, thou pro- 
curest this to thyself, by forsaking me the Lord 
who would have saved thee. Doth not thy own 
wickedness correct thee, and thy sin reprove thee, 
that thou mayest see that it is an evil thing and 
bitter that thou hast forsaken me? What iniquity 
have you found in me, that you have followed after 
vanity, and forsaken me ? " 

He calleth out as it were to the brutes to hear 
the controversy he hath against you : " Hear ye, 
O mountains, the Lord's controversy, and ye strong 
foundations of the earth : for the Lord hath a con- 
troversy with his people, and he will plead with 
Israel. O my people, what have I done unto thee? 
and wherein have I wearied thee ? testify against 
me. For I brought thee up out of Egypt and re- 
deemed thee," etc. " Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the ass his master's crib : but Israel doth not 
know, my people doth not consider! Ah sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil 
doers!" etc. "Do ye thus requite the Lord, 
foolish people and unwise ? is not he thy Father 
that hath bought thee ? hath he not made thee, and 
established thee? " 
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6. When he saw that you forsook him even for 
nothing, and turned away from your Lord and life, 
to hunt after the chaff and featiiers of the world, 
he told you of your folly, and called you to a more 
profitable employment, "Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread? and your 
labour for that which satisfieth not! hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline 
your ear and come unto me : hear and your soul 
shall live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with you, even the sure mercies of David. — Seek 
ye the I^ord while he may be found ; call ye upon 
him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his 
-way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon." And when you would not 
hear, what complaints have you put him to, charg- 
ing it on you as your wilfulness and stubbornness ! 
"Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be 
horribly afraid, for my people have committed two 
evils ; they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 
w^aters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water." Many a time hath Christ 
proclaimed that free invitation to you, "Let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take, the water of life freely." But you put him to 
complain, after all his offers; "Ye will not come 
lo me that ye might have life." He hath invited 
you to feast with him in the kingdom of his grace ; 
and you have had excuses from your grounds, and 
your cattle, and your worldly business; and when you 
would not come, you have said you could not : and 
provoked him to resolve that you should never tastr 
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of his supper. And who is it owing to now hut 
yourselyes? and what can 70U say is the chief 
cause of your damnation, bat your own wills? 
You would be damned. The whole case is laid open 
by Christ himself, " Wisdom crieth without; she 
uttereth her voice in the streets : she crieth in the 
chief place of concourse. — ^How long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love simplicity, and the scorners de- 
light in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge! 
Turn you at my reproof ; behold, I will pour out my 
spirit upon you, I will make known my words unto 
you. Because I have called, and ye refused; I 
have stretched out my hands, and no man regarded : 
but ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof : I also will laugh at your cala- 
mity ; I will mock when your fear cometh : when 
your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish 
cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, 
but I will not answer : they shall seek me early, 
but they shall not find me: for that they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord: 
they would none of my counsel : they despised all 
my r^roof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit 
of their own way, and be filled with their own de- 
vices. For the turning away of the simple shall 
slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them. But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell 
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of eviL" I 
thought best to recite the whole text at large ty 
you, because it doth so fully show the cause of the 
destruction of the wicked. It is not because God 
would not teach them, but because they would not 
learn. It in not becooae Qrod. ^o\M not call them, 
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ut because they would not turn at his reproof, 
heir wilfulness is their undoing. 

From what hath been said, you may further learn 
lese following things. 

1. From hence you may see, not only what blas- 
iiemy and impiety is to lay the blame of men's 
sstruction upon God; but also how unfit these 
icked wretches are to bring in such a charge 
gainst their Maker. They cry out upon God, and 
ly, He gives them not grace, and his threatenings 
re severe, and God forbid that all should be damned 
lat be not converted and sanctified : and they 
link it hard measure that a short sin should have 
n endless suffering ; and if they be damned, they 
ly, they cannot help it ; when, in the meantime, 
ley are busy about their own destruction, even 
Litting.the throat of their own souls, and will not 
e persuaded to hold their hands. They think God 
ere cruel, if he should damn them ; and yet they 
re so cruel to themselves, that they will run into 
16 fire of hell ; when God hath told them it is a 
ttle before them, and neither entreaties nor threat- 
aings, nor anything that can be said, will stop 
lem. We see them almost undone : their careless, 
orldly, fleshly lives do tell us that they are in the 
ower of the devil. We know, if they die before 
ley are converted, all the world cannot save them ; 
nd knowing the uncertainty of their lives, we are 
Fraid every day lest they drop into the fire. And 
lerefore we entreat them to pity their own souls, 
od not to undo themselves when mercy is at hand, 
od they will not hear us. We entreat them to 
ast away their sin, and come to Christ without 
elay, and to have some mercy on thftm%^\N^"^ % \i\iX. 
\ey will have none. And yet lYiey \S[m:^ ^^ V^<2>^ 

K 2 
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must be cruel, if he condemn them. O wilful, 
Tvretched sinners! it is not God that is cruel to 
you 5 it is you that are cruel to yourselves. You 
are told you must turn or bum, and yet you turn 
not. You are told that if you will needs keep your 
sins, you shalL keep the curse of God with them : 
and yet you will keep them. You are told that 
there is no way to happiness but by holiness, and 
yet you will not be holy. What would you have 
God say more to you ? What would you have him 
do with his mercy ? he offereth it to you, and you 
will not have it. You are in the ditch of sin and 
misery, and he would give you his hand to help 
you out, and you refuse his help : he would cleanse 
you of your sins, and you had rather keep them. 
You love your lust, and love your gluttony, and 
sports, and drunkenness, and will not let them go. 
Would you have him bring you to heaven whether 
you will or no ? or would you have him bring you 
and your sins to heaven together ? Why, that is 
an impossibility ; you may as well expect he should 
turn the sun into darkness. What I an unsanctified, 
feshly heart be in heaven! it cannot be: there 
entereth nothing that is unclean. '*For what com- 
munion hath light with darkness, or Christ with 
Belial?" All the day long hath he stretched out 
his hands to a disobedient and gainsaying people. 
What will you do now ? Will you cry to God for 
mercy ? why, God calleth upon you to have mercy 
upon yourselves, and you will not. Ministers see 
the poisoned cup in i}ie drunkard's hand, and tell 
him there is poison in it, and desire him to have 
mercy on his soul, and forbear, and he will not 
bear us ; drink it he must and will ; he loves it, 
and therefore, though "Vi^Yl coxxx^a x^sxX^ >aa ^s^ 
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he cannot help it. What should one say to such 
men as these! We tell the ungodly, careless 
worldling, " It is not such a life that will serve the 
turn, or ever bring you to heaven. If a bear were 
at your back, you would mend your pace ; and 
when the curse of God is at your back, and Satan 
and hell are at your back, will you not stir, but ask, 
what heeds all this ado ? Is an immortal soul of 
no more worth ? Oh have mercy upon yourselves I" 
But they wiU have no mercy on themselves, nor 
once regard us. We tell them the end will be 
bitter. Who can dwell with the everlasting fire ? 
And yet they will have no mercy upon themselves. 
And yet will these shameless wretches say, that 
God is more merciful than to condemn them, when 
it is they themselves that cruelly and unmercifully 
run upon condemnation; and if we should go to 
them with our hats in our hands, and entreat them, 
we cannot stop them. If we should, fall down on 
our knees to them, we cannot stop them ; but to 
hell they will, and yet will not believe that they 
are going thither. If we beg of them for the sake 
of God that made them, and preserveth them ; for 
the sake of Christ that died for them : for the sake 
of their own poor souls, to pity themselves, and go 
no further in the way to hell, but come to Christ, 
while his arms are open, and enter into the state of 
life, while the door stands open, and now take 
mercy, while mercy may be had ; they will not be 
persuaded. If we should die for it, we cannot get 
them so much as now and then to consider with 
themselves of the matter, and to turn. And yet 
they can say, I hope God will be merciful. Did 
you ever consider what he saith, " It \a «w^^^^«i <2kV 
BO understanding : therefore lie \\iaX.TXii8AfeXJoL«a^"^^^ 
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not have mercy on* them, and he that formed them 
will show them no favour 1 If another man will 
not clothe you when you are naked, and feed yoa 
when you are hungry, you will say he is un- 
merciful. If he should cast you into prison, or 
heat and torment you, you Would say he is unmerci- 
ful. And yet you will do a thousand times more 
against yourselves, even cast away hoth soul and 
hody for ever, and never complain of your own un- 
mercifulness. Yea, and God, who waited upon you 
all the while with his mercy, must be taken to be 
unmerciful, if he punish you after all this. Unless 
the holy God of heaven will give these wretches 
leave to trample upon his Son's blood, and with the 
Jews, as it were, again to spit in his face^ and do 
despite to the Spirit of grace, and make a jest of 
sin, and a mock at holiness, and set more light bj 
saving mercy, than by the filth of their fleshly plea- 
sures, and unless after all this he will save them bj 
the mercy which they cast away, and would none 
of, God himself must be called unmerciful by them. 
But he will be justified when he judgeth ; and he 
will not stand or fall at the bar of a sinful worm. 
I know there are many particular cavils that are 
brought by them against the Lord ; but I shall 
not here stay to answer them particularly, having 
done it already in my treatise of judgment, to 
which I shall refer them. Had the disputing part 
of the world been as careful to avoid sin and de- 
struction, as they have been busy in searching 
after the cause of them, and forward indirectly to 
impute it to God, they might have exercised their 
wits more profitably, and have less wronged God, 
and sped better themaelvfta. Whan, so ugly a 
monster as sin is withm xilb, «iii^Bo \ift."a.N^ ^^Cc£s^% 
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as punishment is on us, and so dreadful a thing as 
hell is before us, one would think it should be an 
easy question. Who is in the fault, and whether 
God or man be the principal or culpable cause? 
Some men are such favourable judges of themselves, 
that they are proner to accuse the infinite perfection 
and goodness itself, than their own hearts; and 
imitate their first parents, who said, " The serpent 
beguiled me," and " The woman whom thou gavest 
to be with me gave me of the tree, and I did eat," 
secretly implying that God was the cause. So say 
they, " The understanding that thou gavest me was 
unable to discern ; the will that thou gavest me was 
unable to make a better choice ; the objects which 
thou did set before me, did entice me ; the tempta- 
tion which thou didst permit to assault me, pre- 
vailed against me." And some are so loth to think 
that God can make a self -determining creature, that 
they dare not deny him that which they take to be 
his prerogative, to be the determiner of the will in 
every sin, as the first efficient immediate physical 
cause. And many could be content to acquit God 
from so much causing of evil, if they could but 
reconcile it with his being the chief cause of good ; 
as if truths would be no longer truths, than we are 
able to see them in their perfect order and co- 
herence : because our ravelled wits cannot see them 
right together, nor assign each truth its proper 
place, we presume to conclude that some must be 
cast away. This is the fruit of proud self-conceit- 
edness, when men receive not God's truth as a 
child his lesson, in a holy submission to the omni- 
science of our teacher, but as censurers that are too 
wise to learn. 
Obj. But we cannot convert oxxt^^^^^ >^ ^^^ 
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convert us: we can do nothing without his grace: 
" it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God that showeth mercj." 

Ans. 1. God hath two degrees of mercy to show: 
the mercy of conversion first ; and the mercy of 
salvation last ; the latter he will give to none but 
those that will and run, and hath promised it to 
them only. The former is to make them willing 
that were unwilling : and though your own willing 
and endeavours deserve not this grace ; yet your 
wilful refusal deserveth that it should be denied to 
you. Your disability is your very unwillingness 
itself, which excuses not your sin, but makes it the 
greater. You could turn if you were but truly 
willing ; and if your wills themselves are so cor- 
rupted, that nothing but effectual grace will move 
them, you have the more cause to seek for that 
grace, and yield to it, and do what you can in the 
use of means, and not neglect it or set against it. 
Do what you are able first, and then complain of 
God for denying you grace, if you have cause. 

Obj, But you seem to intimate all this while 
that man hath free-will. 

AnS' The dispute about free-will is beyond your 
capacity ; I shall therefore now trouble you with 
no more but this about it. Your will is naturally 
a free, that is, a self -determining faculty, but it is 
viciously inclined, and backward to do good ; and 
therefore we see by sad experience that it hath not 
a virtuous moral freedom. But that is the wicked- 
ness of it, which deserveth the punishment. And 
I pray you let us not befool ourselves with opinions. 
Let the case be your own. If you had an enemy so 
malicious, that he falls upon you, and beats you 
every time he meets you, and takes away the lives 
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of your children, will you excuse him because he 
saith, " I have not free-will, it is my nature ; I 
cannot choose unless God give me grace I If you 
have a servant that robs you, will you take such an 
answer from him? Might not every thief and 
murderer that is hanged at the assizes give such an 
answer, "I have not free-will ; I cannot change my 
own heart: what can I do without God's grace?'* 
and shall they therefore be acquitted f If not, why 
then should you think to be acquitted for a course 
of sin against the Lord I 

2. From hence also you may observe these three 
things together. 1. What a subtle tempter Satan is. 
2. What a deceitful thing sin is. 3. What a foolish 
creature corrupted man is. A subtle temper indeed, 
who can persuade the greatest part of the world to 
go wilfully into everlasting jfire, when they have so 
many warnings and dissuasives as they have. A 
deceitful thing is sin indeed, that can bewitch so 
many thousands to part with everlasting life, for a 
thing so base and utterly unworthy ! A foolish 
creature is man indeed, who will be so cheated of 
his salvation for nothing, yea, for a known nothing; 
and that by an enemy, and a known enemy. You 
would think it impossible that any man in his wits 
should be persuaded for a trifle to cast himself 
into the fire, or water, or into a coal-pit, to the 
destruction of his life. And yet men will be en- 
ticed to cast themselves into hell. If your natural 
lives were in your own hands, that you should not 
die till you should kill yourselves, how long would 
most of you live 1 and yet when your everlasting 
life is so far in your own hands under God, that 
you cannot be undone till you undo yourselves, 
how few of you will forbear your o^wn xmi^'csvc^'^ 
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Ah, what a silly thing is man ! and what a bewitch- 
ing and befooliDg thing is sin ! 

3. From hence also jou may learn, that it is no 
great wonder if wicked men be hinderers of others 
in the way to heaven, and would have as many un- 
converted as they can, would draw them into »d, 
and keep them in it! can you expect that thej 
should have any mercy on oth^s, who have none 
upon th^Doselves ? and that they should much stick 
at the destructicML oi others, who stick not to 
destroy themselves I TJiey do no worse by others, 
than they do themselves. • 

4. Lastly, you may hence learn that the greatest 
enemy to man is himself ; and the greatest judg- 
ment in this life that can befall him, is to be left to 
himself ; and that the great work that grace hath 
to do, is to save us from ourselves ; and the great- 
est accusations and complaints of men should he 
against themselves: and that the greatesi work 
that we have to do ourselves, is to resist ourselves ; 
and the greatest enemy that we should daily praj, 
aad watch, and strive against, is our own carnal 
hearts and wills ; and the greatest part of your 
work, if you would do good to others, and help 
them to heaven, is to save them from themselves, 
even from their own blind understandings, and cor- 
rupted wills, and perverse affections, and violent 
passions, and unruly senses. I only nam-e all these 
for the sake of brevity, and leave them to your 
further consideration. 

Well^ sirs, now we have found out the great de- 
linquent and murderer of souls, even men's selves, 
their own will, what remains but that you judge 
according to the evidftnee, axv^ cwvi^%a this great 
iniquity before the Loxd^ aa^ \>^ \kJMj^%.^ Vst *^ 



A CALL TO THE UNCONVERTED. 121 

and do so no more ? To these three ends distinctly 
I shall add a few more. 1. Further to convince 
you. 2. To humble you. And 3. To reform you, 
if there be yet any hope. 

1. We know so much of the exceeding gracious 
nature of God, who is so willing to do good, and 
delighteth to show mercy, that we have no reason 
to suspect him of being the culpable cause of our 
death, or to call him cruel. He made all good, and 
he preserveth and maintaineth all : the eyes of all 
wait upon him, and he giveth them their meat in 
due season ; he openeth his hand, and satisfieth the 
desires of all the living. He is not only righteous 
in all his ways, and therefore will deal justly, and 
holy in all his works, and therefore not the author 
of sin, but, he is also '' good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works." 

But as for man, we know his mind is dark, his 
will perverse, his aifections carry him so headlong, 
that he is fitted by his folly and corruption to such 
a work as the destroying of himself. If you saw a 
lamb lie killed in the way, would you sooner sus- 
pect the sheep, or the dog or wolf, to be the author 
of it, if they both stand by 1 Or if you see a house 
broken and the people murdered, would you sooner 
suspect the prince or judge, that is wise and just, 
and had no need, or a known thief or murderer ? 
I say, therefore, with James, " Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God : 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man " to draw him to sin ; " but 
every man is tempted when he is drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringcth forth sin: and a\Tv, ^\i<»r.\\.\^ 
£niabedf bringeth forth deatli." Xo\x. «»^^ Vsst^> 
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that sin is the child of your own concupi 
and not to be fathered on God; and that 
the offspring of your own sin, and the fruii 
it will yield you as soon as it is ripe. You 
treasure of evil in yourselves as a spider 
poison, from whence you are bringing forth 
yourselves, and spinning such webs as e 
your own souls. Your nature shows it is y 
are the cause. 

2. It is evident that you are your own desi 
in that you are so ready to entertain alm< 
temptation that is offered you. Satan is 
readier to move you to any evil, than you ar 
to hear, and to do as he would have you. 
would tempt your understanding to error a 
judice, you yield. If he would hinder yo 
good resolutions, it is soon done. If he woi 
any good desires or affections, it is soon do 
he would kindle any lust or vile affectio 
desires in you, it is soon done. If he will p 
on to evil thoughts, or words, or deeds, you 
free, that he needs not rod or spur. If he 
keep you from holy thoughts, and words, anc 
a little doth it, you need no curb. You e 
not his suggestions, nor resist them with any 
tion, nor cast them out as he casts them 
quench the sparks which he endeavours to 
but you set in with him, and meet him ha! 
and embrace his motions, and tempt him tc 
you. And it is easy to catch such greedy G, 
are ranging for a bait, and will take the bar 
8. Your destruction is evidently owing t< 
selves, in that you resist all that would help 
jou, and would do yow ^ood., oT»\\\\id^Y ^^o 
undoing yourselves. G o^ vf o\3\^ \i^^ ^sA ^ 
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by his word, and you resist it, it is too strict for 
you. He would sanctify you by his Spirit, and 
you resist and quench it. If any man reprove you 
for your sin you fly in his face with evil words ; 
and if he would draw you to a holy life, and tell 
you of your present danger, you give him little 
thanks, but either bid him look to himself, he shall 
not answer for you; or else at best, you put him off . 
with heartless thanks, and will not turn when you 
are persuaded. K ministers would privately in- 
struct and help you, you will not come near them ; 
your unhumbled souls feel but littte need of their 
help. If they would catechize you, you are too old 
to be catechized, though you are not too old to be 
ignorant and unholy. Whatever they can say to 
you for your good, you are so self-conceited and 
wise in your own eyes, even in the depth of 
ignorance, that you wiU regard nothing that 
agreeth not with your present conceits, but contra- 
dict your teachers, as if you were wiser than they ; 
you resist all that they can say to you, by your 
ignorance and wilfulness, and foolish cavils, and 
shifting evasions, and unthankful rejections ; so 
that no good which is offered can find any welcome 
acceptance and entertainment with you. 

4. Moreover, it is apparent that you are self- 
destroyers, in that you draw the matter of your 
sin and destruction even from the blessed God 
himself. You like not the contrivances of his 
wisdom. You like not his justice, but take it for 
cruelty. You like not his holiness, but are ready to 
think he is such a one as yourselves, and makes as 
light of sin as you. You like not his truth, but 
would have his threatenings, even \i\s ^^\«ai^\53tN 
tJireatenings prove false. Aiid\n& g<oo^'eai^'j ^^*^^^ 
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you seem most highly to approve, you partly resist 
as it would lead you to repentance, and partly abuse 
to the strengthening of your sin ; as if you mighi 
the more freely sin, because God is merciful, and 
because his grace doth so much abound. 

5. Yea, you fetch destruction from the blessec 
Redeemer, and death from the Lord of life himself. 
And nothing more emboldens you in sin, than that 
Christ hath died for you ; as if now the danger oi 
death were over, and you might boldly venture. Af 
if Christ were become a servant to Satan and you] 
sins, and must wait upon you while you are abus 
ing him : and because he is become the physiciai 
of souls, and is able to save to the uttermost al 
that come to God by him, you think he must suffe 
you to refuse his help, and throw away his medi 
cines, and must save you whether you will come t< 
God by him or not ; so that a great part of you 
sins are occasioned by your bold presumption upoi 
the death of Christ. Not considering that he cam 
to redeem his people from their sins, and to sanctif; 
them a peculiar people to himself, and to conforc 
them in holiness to the image of their heavenl; 
Father, and to their head. 

6. You also fetch your own destruction from al 
the providences and works of God. When yoi 
think of his eternal foreknowledge and decrees, it i 
to harden you in your sin, or possess your mind 
with quarrelling thoughts, as if his decrees migh 
spare you the labour of repentance and a holy life 
or else were the cause of your sin and death. If h 
afflict you, you repine ; if he prosper you, you th 
more forget him, and are the back warder to th 

thoughts of the life to coixi^. \i. \\v^NT\cked pros 
per, you forget the end Wiat. ViI![V «»^\. «S5l ^t^Oi^w^' 
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straight ; and are ready to think, it as good to be 
wicked as godly. And thus you draw your death 
from all. 

7. And the like you do from all the creatures and 
mercies of God to you. He giveth them to you as 
the tokens of his love, and furniture for his service, 
and you turn them against him, to the pleasing of 
your flesh. You eat and drink to please your 
appetite, and not for the glory of God, and to 
enable you for his work. Your clothes you abuse 
to pride. Your riches draw your hearts from 
heaven. . Your honours and applause puff you up. . 
If you have health and strength, it makes you more 
secure, and forget your end. Yea, other men's, 
mercies are abused by you to your hurt. If you 
see their honours and dignity, you are provoked 
to envy them. If you see their riches, you are 
ready to covet them. If you look upon beauty, you 
are stirred up to lust. And it is well if godliness 
be not an eye-sore to you. 

8. The very gifts that God bestows on you, and 
the ordinances of grace which he has instituted for 
his church you turn to sin. If you have better 
parts than others, you grow proud and self -conceited: 
if you have but common gifts, you take them forspecial 
grace. You take the bare hearing of your duty for 
80 good a work, as if it would excuse you for not obey- 
ing it. Your prayers are turned into sin, because you 
regard iniquity in your hearts, and depart not from 
iniquity when you call upon the name of the Lord. 
Your prayers are abominable, because you turn 
away your ear from hearing the law, and are more 
ready to offer the sacrifice of fools, thinking you 
do God more special service, thaii lo \i^"ax \vva»^<5rt^ 
And obey it. Yon examine not yo\rc^^N^^\>^^"^^ 

1.2 I 
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you receive the supper of the Lord, but, r 
ceming the Lord's body, do eat and drink ju 
to yourselves. 

9. Yea, the persons whom you converse w 
all their actions, you make the occasions * 
sin and destruction. If they live in the 
God, you hate them. If they live ungodl 
you imitate them. If the wicked are mai 
think you may the more boldly follow them 
godly be few, you are the more em bold 
despise them. If they walk exactly, yoi 
they are too precise. If one of them fall ii 
ticular temptation, you stumble upon the 
turn away from holiness, because that ott 
imperfectly holy; as if you were warra 
break your necks, because some others 1: 
their heedlessness sprained a sinew, or pu 
bone. If a hypocrite discover himself, y 
"They are all alike," and think yourse 
honest as the best. A professor can sea 
into any miscarriage, but because he cuts hh 
you think you may boldly cut your thro; 
ministers deal plainly with you, you say th 
If they speak gently or coldly, you eithe 
under them, or are little more affected tl 
seats you sit upon. If any errors creep i 
church, some greedily entertain them, and 
reproach the christian doctrine for them, v^ 
most against them. And if we would dr; 
from any ancient rooted error, which can bi 
two, or three, or six, or seven hundred yea 
tom, you are as much offended with a mot 
reformation, as if you were to lose your live 
and hold fast old errors, while you cry out 
new ones. Scarce a difference can arise am 
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ministers of the gospel, but you will fetch your own 
death from it. And you will not hear, or at least 
not obey the unquestionable doctrine of any of 
those that jump not with your conceits. One will 
not hear a minister, because he readeth his ser- 
mons ; and another will not hear him, because he 
doth not read them. One will not hear him, 
because he saith the Lord's prayer; and another 
will not hear him, because he doth not use it. One 
will not hear them that are for episcopacy, and 
another will not hear them that are against it. 
And thus I might show it you in many other cases, 
how you turn ail that comes near you to your own 
destruction ; so clear is it that the ungodly are self- 
destroyers, and that their perdition is of themselves. 
Methinks now, upon the consideration of what is 
said, and the review of your own ways, you should 
bethink you what you have done, and be ashamed 
and deeply humbled to remember it. If you be not, 
I pray you consider these following truths. 

1. To be your own destroyers, is to sin against 
the deepest principle in your natures, even the 
principle of self-preservation. Every thing natur- 
ally desireth or inclineth to its own felicity, welfare, 
or perfection. And will you set yourselves to your 
own destruction? When you are commanded to 
love your neighbours as yourselves, it is supposed 
that you naturally love yourselves ; but if you love 
your neighbours no better than yourselves, it seems 
you would have all the world be damned. 

2. How extremely do you cross your own inten- 
tions ! I know you intend not your own damnation, 
even when you are procuring it ; you think you are 
but doing good to yourselves, by gratifying the 
desires of your flesh. But alas! it is but as a 
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draught of cold water in a burning fever. If 
indeed you would have pleasure, or profit, or honour, 
seek them where thej are to be found, and do not 
hunt after them in the waj to hell. 

3. What a pity is it, that you should do that 
against yourselves, which none else in earth or hell 
can do ! If all the world were combined against 
you, or aU the devils in hell combined against 
you, they could not destroy you without yourselves, 
nor make you sin but by your own consent* And 
will you do that against yourselves which no one 
else can do? You have hateful thoughts of the 
devil, because he is your enemy, and endeavoureth 
your destruction. And will you be worse than 
devils to yourselves I Why thus it is with you, if 
you had hearts to understand it. When you run 
into sin, and run from godliness, and refuse to tuiii 
at the call of God, you do more against your own 
souls, than men or devils could do besides. And if 
you should set yourselves, and bend your wits to 
do yourselves the greatest nuschief, you could not 
devise to do a greater. 

4. You are false to the trust that Grod hath re- 
posed in you. He hath much intrusted you with 
your own salvation ; and will you betray your 
trust? He hath set you with all diligence to 
keep your hearts ; and is this the keeping of them ? 

5. You do even forbid all others to pity you, 
when you will have no pity on yourselves. K you 
cry to God in the day of your calamity for mercy, 
mercy ; what can you expect, but that he should 
thrust you away, and say. Nay, thou wouldest not 
have mercy on thyself ; what brought this upon 

thee hut thy own wi\f \i\neaa1 Axv^ \i ^ov\t brethren 
Bce joa everlastingly in miaerj, \ic>>n ^^ \icL«^ Y^v\ 
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you who were your own destroyers, and would not 
be persuaded. 

6. It will everlastingly make you your own tor- 
mentors in hell to think on it, that you brought 
yourselves wilfully to that misery. Oh what a 
griping thought it will be for ever to think with 
yourselves that this was your own doing ! That 
you were warned of this day, and warned again, 
but it would not do. That you wilfully sinned, 
and wilfully turned away from God. That you had 
time as well as others, but you abused it. You 
had teachers as well as others, but you refused 
their instruction. You had holy examples, but you 
did not imitate them. You were offered Christ, 
and grace, and glory, as well as others, but you had 
more mind of your fleshly pleasures. You had a 
price in your hands, but you had not a heart to lay 
it out. Can it fail to torment you to think of this 
your present folly I Oh that your eyes were 
opened to see what you have done in the wilful 
wronging of your own souls ! and that you better 
understood those words of God : " Hear instruction, 
and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the man 
that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, wait- 
ing at the posts of my doors. For whoso findeth 
me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord. 
But he that sinneth against me, wrongeth his own 
soul ; all they that hate me love death." 

And now I am come to the conclusion of this 
work, my heart is troubled to think how I shall 
leave you; lest after this the flesh should stiU 
deceive you, and the world and the devil should 
keep you asleep^ and I should leave you as I found 
you, till you awake in hell. Thow^\v \w oax'i ^\ 
jourpooraoala, I am afraid oi i\ua, «oa Vwo.Vvs^^^'^ 
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obstinacy of a carnal heart: yet I can say 
the prophet Jeremiah, "I have not desire 
woeful day, the Lord knoweth." I have noi 
James and John desired that fire might 
from heaven to consume those who refused 
Christ. But it is the preventing of the e 
fire that I have been all this while endeavoi 
and oh that it had been a needless work ! 
God and conscience might have been as v 
to spare me this labour, as some of you 
have been. Dear friends ! I am so lotl 
should lie in everlasting fire, and be shut < 
heaven, if it be possible to prevent it, that ] 
once more ask you. What do you now res 
Will you turn or die! I look upon you 
physician on his patient in a dangerous di 
who saith to him. Though you are so far 
take but this medicine, and forbear but 
few things that are hurtful to you, and I 
warrant your life ; but if you will not do thi 
are but a dead man. What would you think o; 
a man, if the physician and all the friends hi 
cannot persuade him to take one medicine t< 
his life, or to forbear one or two poisonous 
that would kill him ? This is your case, J 
as you are gone in sin, do but now turn and 
to Christ, and take his remedies, and your 
shall live. Cast away your deadly sins by r 
ance, and return not to the poison any mor 
you shall do well. But yet if it were your 
that we had to deal with, we might partly 
what to do for you. Though you would no 
sent, you might be held or bound, while the 
cine was poured down your throats, and t 
things might be kept irom -jow. ^>ai\. «L\io\ii 
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souls it cannot be so : we cannot convert you 
against your wills. There is no carrying madmen 
to heaven in fetters. You may be condemned 
against your wills, because you sinned with your 
wills ; but you cannot be saved against your wills. 
The wisdom of God hath thought meet to lay men's 
salvation or destruction exceedingly much upon 
the choice of their own wills : that no man shall 
come to heaven, that chose not the way to heaven ; 
and no man shall come to hell, but shall be forced 
to say, I have the thing I chose ; my own will did 
bring me hither. Now if I could but get you to 
be willing to be thoroughly, and resolvedly, and 
habitually willing, the work were more than half 
done. Alas, must we lose our friends, and must 
they lose their God, their happiness, their souls 
for want of this ? O God forbid I It is a strange 
thing to me, that men are so inhuman and stupid 
in the greatest matters, that in lesser things are 
very civil and courteous, and good neighbours. 
For aught I know, I have the love of all, or almost 
all my neighbours, so far, that if I should send to 
ever a man in the town, or parish, or country, and 
request a reasonable courtesy of them, they would 
grant it me ; and yet when I come to request of 
them the greatest matter in the world, for them- 
selves and not for me, I can have nothing of many 
of them, but a patient hearing. I know not whether 
people think a man in the pulpit is in good earnest 
or not, and means as he speaks. For I think I 
have few neighbours, but if I were sitting familiarly 
with them, and telling them of what I have seen, 
or done, or known in the world, they would believe 
me, and regard what I say ; but when I tell them 
from the infallible word of God, -wViaX XJtve^ ^^^-o^- 
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selves shall see and know in the world to come, 
they show by their lives that they do either not 
believe it, or not much regard it. If I met ever a 
one of them on the way, and told them. Yonder is 
a coal-pit, or there is a quicksand, or there are 
thieves lying in wait for you ; I could persuade 
them to turn by. But when I tell them that 
Satan lieth in wait for them, and that sin is poison 
to them, and that hell is not a matter to be jested 
with, they go on as if they did not hear me. Truly, 
neighbours, I am in as good earnei^t with you in the 
pulpit, as I am in my familiar discourse ; and if 
ever you will regard me, I beseech you let it be 
here. I think there is never a man of you all, but 
if my own soul lay at your wills, you would be 
willing to save it, though I cannot promise that 
you would leave your sins for it. Tell me, thou 
drunkard, art thou so cruel to me that speak to 
thee, that thou wouldest not forbear a few cups of 
drink, if thou knewest it would save my soul from 
hell? Hadst thou rather I did bum there for ever, 
than thou shouldst live soberly as other men do? 
If so, may I not say, thou art an unmerciful 
monster and not a man? If I came hungry or 
naked to one of your doors, would you not part 
with more than a cup of drink to relieve me ? I 
am confident you would : if it were to save my life, 
I know you would, some of you, hazard your own. 
And yet will you not be entreated to part with 
your sensual pleasures for your own salvation? 
Wouldst thou forbear a hundred cups of drink, 
man, to save my life if it wer« in thy power, and 
wilt thou not do it to save thine own soul? I 
profess to you, sirs, 1 am. aa W^ccV-^ ^ V^^^igjar with 
/ou this day for tlie saving oi ^oxrc o^tv ^Qi\3^ ^\ 
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would be for my own supply, if I were forced to 
come ft begging to your doors. And therefore 
if you would hear me then, hear me now. If you 
would pity me then, be entreated now to pity 
yourselves. I do again beseech you, as if it were 
on my bended knees, that you would hearken to 
your Redeemer, and turn that you may live. All 
you that have lived in ignorance, and carelessness, 
and presumption to this day. All you that have 
been drowned in the cares of the world, and have 
no regard to God and eternal glory ; all you that 
are enslaved to your fleshly desires, of meats and 
drinks, sports and lusts : and all you that know not 
the necessity of holiness, and never were acquainted 
with the sanctifying work of the Holy Ghost upon 
your souls; that never embraced your blessed 
Redeemer by a lively faith, and with admiring and 
thankful apprehensions of his love, and that never 
felt a l;Ligher estimation of God and heaven, and a 
heartier love to them, than to your fleshly pros- 
perity and the things below : — ^I earnestly beseech 
you, not only for my sake, but for the Lord's sake, 
and for your soul's sakes, that you go not one day 
longer in your former condition, but, look about 
you and cry to God for converting grace, that you 
may be made new creatures, and may escape the 
plagues that are a little before you. And if ever 
you will do anything for me, grant me this request, 
to turn from your evil ways and live. Deny me 
anything that ever I shall ask of you for myself, if 
you will but grant me this. And if you deny me 
this, I care not for anything else that you would 
grant me. Nay, as ever you will do anything at 
the request of the Lord that mad^ 'yoxx «xA ^^- 
deemed you, deny him not this; iox \i ^om ^^^ 

M 
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liim this, he cares for nothing that you shall { 
him. As ever you would have him hear 
prayers, and grant your requests, and do for y 
the hour of death, and day of judgment, or ii 
of your extremities, deny not his request no 
the day of your prosperity. O sirs, beleive it, < 
and judgment, and heaven and hell, are • 
matters when you come near them, than they 
to carnal eyes afar off. Then you will hear si 
message as I bring you with more awakened rej 
f ul hearts. 

Well, though I cannot hope so well of all, ] 
hope that some of you are by this time purp 
to turn and live ; and that you are ready to as 
as the Jews did Peter, when they were prick< 
their hearts, and said, " Men and brethren, 
shall we do V How might we come to be 
converted ? We are willing, if we did but 1 
our duty. God forbid that we should choos 
struction by choosing conversion, as hithert 
have done. 

If these be the thoughts and purposes of 
hearts, I say of you as God did of a promising p 
" They have well said all that they have sp 
Oh that there were such a heart in them thai 
would fear me, and keep all my command] 
always." Your purposes are good : Oh that 
were but a heart in you to perform these purj 
and in hope thereof, I shall gladly give you < 
tion what to do, and that but briefly, that yoi 
remember it for your practice. 

Direction 1. If you would be converted and fi 
labour to understand the necessity and true b 
of conversion : for what, and from what, a: 
wbat^ and by what it i& lYvat ^ou tdax^sX. Xursi. 
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Consider in what a lamentable condition you are 
till the hour of your conversion, that you may see 
it is not a state to be rested in. You are under 
the guilt of all the sins that ever you committed, 
and under the wrath of God, and the curse of his 
law; you are bond-slaves to the devil, and daily 
employed in his work, against the Lord, yourselves, 
and others ; you are spiritually dead and deformed, 
as being void of the holy life, and nature, and image 
of the Lord. You are unfit for any holy work, and 
do nothing that is truly pleasing unto God. You 
are without any promise or assurance of his protec- 
tion ; and live in continual danger of his justice, 
not knowing what hour you may be snatched away 
to hell, and most certain to be damned if you die in 
that condition. And nothing short of conversion 
can prevent it. "Whatever civilities or amend- 
ments, or virtues are short of true conversion, will 
never procure the saving of your souls. Keep the 
true sense of this natural misery, and so of the ne- 
cessity of conversion, on your hearts. 

And then you must understand what it is to be 
converted : it is to have a new heart or disposition, 
and a new conversation. 

Quest. 1. For what must you turn? 

Ans. For these ends following, which you may 
attain : 1. You shall immediately be made living 
members of Christ, and have an interest in him, and 
be renewed after the image of God, and be adorned 
with all his graces, and quickened with a new and 
heavenly life, and saved from the tyranny of Satan, 
and the dominion of sin, and be justified from the 
curse of the law, and have the pardon of all the sins 
of jour whole lives, and be aeeepX^^ ol ^ot^A^ «s!w^ 
naJe Ms sons, and have liberty ViOa. \i<^^^«s» ^ 
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call him Father, and go to him by prayer 
your needs, with a promise of acceptance ; yc 
have the Holy Ghost to dwell in you, to a 
and guide you ; you shall have part in the b: 
hood, communion, and prayers of the saints, 
shall be fitted for God's service ; and be free 
the dominion of sin, and be useful and a bles 
the place where you live; and shall have the p 
of this life, and that which is to come. Yoi 
want nothing that is truly good for you, an 
necessary afflictions you will be enabled to 
you may have some taste of the communio 
God in the Spirit; especially, in all holy ordii 
where God prepareth a feast for your soul 
shall be heirs of heaven while you live on ear 
may foresee by faith the everlasting glory, 
may live and die in peace : and you will ne 
so low, but your happiness will be incomj 
greater than your misery. How precious ii 
one of these blessings, which I do but 
name, and which in this life you may r< 
And then, 2, at death your souls shall go to 
and at the day of judgment both soul an< 
shall be justified and glorified, and enter inl 
Master's joy : where your happiness will coi 
these particulars. 

(1.) You shall be perfected yourselves, 
mortal bodies shall be made immortal, and tl 
ruptible shall put on incorruption ; you shall n 
be hungry or thirsty, or weary or sick : no 
you need to fear either shame, or sorrow, or 
or helL Your souls shall be perfectly freec 
8Jn, and perfectlv fitted for the knowledge, an 
and praises of the Lord. 
(2.) rour employ meiit aViaXi \>^ \.o ^^^^ 
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;lorified Bedeemer, with all your holy fellow-citizens 
f heaven ; and to see aU the glory of the most 
Jessed God, and to love him perfectly, and be 
>eloved by him, and to praise him everlastingly. 

(3.) Your glory will contribute to the glory of 
he new Jerusalem, the city of the living God ; 
vhich is more than to have a private felicity to 
^ourselves. 

(4.) Your glory will contribute to the glorifying 
>f your Redeemer, who will be everlastingly mag- 
lified and pleased in you that are the travail of 
lis soul : and this is more than the glorifying of 
'Ourselves. 

(5.) And the eternal Majesty, the living God, 
dll be glorified in your glory ; both as he is mag- 
lified by your praises, and as he communicates of 
ds glory and goodness to you, and as he is pleased 
n you, and in the accomplishment of his glorious 
v'ork in the glory of the new Jerusalem ; and of 
ds Son. 

All this the poorest beggar of you that is con- 
'^erted shall certainly and endlessly enjoy. 

2. You see for what you must turn. Next you 
nust understand from what you must turn: and 
hat is, in a word, from your carnal self, which is 
he end of all the unconverted ; from the flesh that 
vould be pleased before God, and would still be 
enticing you thereto ; from the world which is the 
)ait ; and from the devil, the angler for souls, and 
he deceiver. And so from all known and wilful 
tins. 

3. Next you must know to what end you must 
urn ; and that is, to God as your end ; to Christ 
IS the waj to the Father ; to \io\me«>^ «A "Oivfe ^^ 
ppointed jou by Christ ; and lo \^i^ \3A^ ^"^ ^2^*^ 

m2 
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« 

helps and means of grace afforded you by the 
Lord. 

4. You must know by what you must turn: 
and that is, by Christ as the only Redeemer and 
Intercessor; and by the Holy Ghost as the Sanc- 
tificr; and by his word as his instrument or means; 
and by faitb and repentance as the means and 
duties, on your part to be performed. All this is 
of necessity. 

Direction 2. If you will be converted and saved, 
be much in secret, serious consideration. Inconsi- 
derateness undoes the world. Withdraw yourselves 
often into retired secrecy, and there bethink you of 
the end why you were made, of the life you have 
lived, the time you have lost, the sins you have 
committed ; of the love, and sufferings, and fulness 
of Christ; of the danger you are in, of the nearness 
of death and judgment; of the certainty and 
excellency of the joys of heaven; and of the cer- 
tainty and terror of the torments of hell ; and the 
eternity of both, and of the necessity of conversion 
and a holy life. Steep your hearts in such con- 
siderations as these. 

Direction 3. If you will be converted and saved, 
attend upon the word of God, which is the ordinary 
means. Read the Scripture, or hear it read, and 
other holy writings that apply it; and constantly 
attend on the public preaching of the word. As 
God will lighten the world by the sun, and not by 
himself alone without it; so will he convert and 
save men by his ministers, who are the lights of the 
world. When he hath miraculously humbled Paul 
be sendeih. him to Ananias^ and when he hath sent 
an angel to Cornelius, it is Wt \.o\i\^ Wtsjl ^<£<B!ifor 
Peter, who must teii him ^\ia.\,\i^Sa\ft\i^^^^«sA^^- 
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pirecUon 4. Betake yourself in a course of 
earnest, constant prajer to God. Confess and 
lament your former Hves, and beg his grace to 
illuminate and convert you. Beseech him to pardon 
what is past, and to give you his Spirit, and change 
your hearts and lives, and lead you in his ways, and 
save you from temptations. And ply this work 
daily, and be not weary of it. 

Direction 5. Presently give over your known and 
wilful sins. Make a stand, and go that way no 
further. Be drunk no more ; but avoid the place 
and occasion of it. Cast away your lusts and 
sinful pleasures with detestation. Curse, and swear, 
and rail no more ; and if you have wronged any, 
restore as Zaccheus did. If you will commit again 
your old sins, what blessing can you expect on the 
means for conversion ? 

Direction 6. Presently, if possible, change your 
company, if it have hitherto been bad. Not by for- 
saking your necessary relations, but your unneces- 
sary sinful companions : and join yourselves with 
those that fear the Lord, and inquire of them the 
way to heaven. 

Direction 7. Deliver up yourselves to the Lord 
Jesus as the physician of your souls, that he may 
pardon you by his blood, and sanctify you by his 
Spirit, by his blood and ministers, the instruments 
of the Spirit. He is the way, the truth, and the 
life : there is no coming to the Father but by him. 
Nor is there any other name under heaven, by 
which you can be saved. Study therefore his 
person and nature, and what he hath done and 
suffered for you, and what he is to you, and what 
he will be, and how he is fitted to \k^ i\i5^.«sx^"^ ^ 
all jrour necessideB. i 
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Direction 8. If you mean indeed to turn and live, 
do it speedily without delay. If you be not willing 
to turn to-day, you are not willing to do it at all. 
Remember, you are all this while in your blood ; 
under the guilt of many thousand sins, and under 
God's wraUi, and you stand at the very brink of 
hell; there is buf; a step between you and death. 
And this is not a. case for a man that is right in his 
senses to be quiet in. Up therefore presently, and 
fly as for your lives ; as you would be gone out of 
your house if it were all on fire over your head. 
Oh, if you did but know what continual danger you 
live in, and what daily unspeakable loss you sustain 
and what a safer and sweeter life you might Hve, 
you would not stand trifling, but presently turn ! 
Multitudes miscarry that wilfully dday when they 
are convinced that it must be done. Your lives are 
short and uncertain ; and what a case are you in, if 
you die before you thoroughly turn ! You have 
stayed too long already; and wronged God too 
long; sin getteth strength and rooting while you 
delay. Your conversion will become more hard 
and doubtful. You have much to do ; and there- 
fore put not all off to the last, lest God forsake 
you, and give you up to yourselves, and then you 
are undone for ever. 

Direction 9. If you will turn and live, do it 
unreservedly, absolutely, and universally. Think 
not to capitulate with Christ, and divide your 
heart betwixt him and the world, and to part with 
some sins and keep the rest; and to let go that 
which your flesh can spare. ITiis is but self-delud- 
j'ng; you must in heart and resolution forsake all 
that you have, or else "jom caxiTvoX, \>^ W^ ^'ws.v^lcs. 
If you vrUl not take Godaai^VL^a.^^a.i^'c^wa y^v 
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tion, and lay all below at the feet of Christ, but 
you must needs also have your good things here, 
and have an earthly portion, and God and glory is 
not enough for you ; it is in vain to dream of salva- 
tion on these terms : for it will not be. If you 
seem ever so religious, if yet it be but a carnal 
religiousness ; and the flesh's prosperity, or pleasure, 
or safety be still expected in your devotedness to 
God ; this is as certain a way to death, as open 
profaneness, though it be more plausible. 

Direction 10. If you will turn and live, do it re- 
solvedly, and stand not still deliberating, as if it 
were a doubtful case. Stand not wavering, as if 
you were yet uncertain whether God or the flesh 
he the better master; or whether heaven or hell 
be the better end ; or whether sin or holiness be 
the better way. But away with your former lusts, 
and presently, habitually, fixedly resolve : be not 
one day of one mind, and the next of another; 
but be at a point with all the world, and resolvedly 
give up yourselves and all you have to God. Now, 
while you are reading or hearing this, resolve. 
Before you sleep another night, resolve. Before 
you stir from the place, resolve. Before Satan 
have time to take you off, resolve. You never turn 
indeed till you do resolve ; and that with a firm, 
unchangeable resolution. 

And now I have done my part in this work, that 
you may turn at the call of God, and live. What 
will become of it I cannot tell. I have cast the seed 
at God's command ; but it is not in my power to 
give the increase. I can go no further with my 
message ; I cannot bring it to your hearts, nor 
make it work : I cannot do your part% iot ^wi.^ \J2» 
entertain and consider of it\ hot e»si\ ^^Q^c^^^ 
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part, by opening your hearts to cause you to enter- 
tain it ; nor can I show you heaven or hell to your 
eye-sight, nor give you new and tender hearts. Jf 
I knew what more to do for your conversion, I hope 
I should do it. 

But O thou who art the gracious Father of 
spirits, thou hast sworn thou delightest not in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that they may turn 
and live : deny not thy blessing to these persuasions 
and directions; and suffer not thine enemies to 
triumph in thy sight; and the great deceiver of souls 
to prevail against thy Son, thy Spirit, and thy word. 
Oh pity poor unconverted sinners, that have not 
hearts to pity or help themselves. Command the 
blind to see, and the deaf to hear, and the dead to 
live: and let not sin and death be able to resist 
thee. Awaken the secure ; resolve the unresolved; 
confirm the wavering ; and let the eyes of sinners, 
who read these lines, be next employed in weeping 
over their sins, and bring them to themselves and 
to thy Son, before their sins have brought them to 
perdition. If Thou say but the word, these poor 
endeavours shall prosper to the winning of many 
a soul, to their everlasting joy, and thine ever- 
lasting glory. Amen. 
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